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THE 
Fortunate Country Maid. 


Being the Entertaining 


M B 7 M2. 


Of the Preſent Celebrated | 
Marcn T1ONESS or L. V. 


S ſhort as my acquaintance was with Ma- 

demoi ſelle Funia, ſhe might very well 
be convinced that I was virtuous : She never 
ſaw any man with me: I lived at my eaſe, 
and faid little of my own affairs. All ſhe 
could imagine at moſt, was, that I was a young 


. widow well provided for, and ſo much concerned 


for the late loſs of a beloved huſband, that I 
avoided company. I was one day at church with 
her, and it was no unuſual thing for me to k- 
ſtared at. An acquaintance of this gentlewoman's 
was mightily ſmitten with me, and to be ſure 
had deſired to be introduced; to effect this, ſhe 
had for ſome days. paſt often propoſed making a 
ſet at quadrille in my apartment. My com- 
plaiſance was a ſufficient pretext and natural 
enough, but my anſwer had been ſo poſitive on 
the ſubject, and J had ſo plainly told that, ex- 
cepting herſelf, I would ſee no e that 
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the did not dare purſue the projet Her con- 
trivance to work her ends will preſently appear. 
When I reflect on my narrow eſcape, I tremble 
to this day. Heaven inſpired me, as we ſhall ſee. 
The artful Fania, who aimed to make me 
very gay, plyed me frequently with a ſmall 
muſcadine wine, which pleaſed me exceedingly. 
Notwithſtanding my natural temperance, 
-could not refrain from this bewitching liquor. 
By degrees] grew very chearful, and at laſt went 
ſo far as a fong, which I bad never done in her 
company before. Tunia was fo taken with the 
ſweetneſs of my voice, or diſſembled it ſo well, 
that I was eaſily perſuaded I deſerved the praiſes 
ſhe beſtowed on me. Really, ſaid the, *a 
perſon loſes a great deal that is a ſtranger to ſo 
charming a creature; and you are certainly in 
the right to ſhun men's company, ſince you 
have fo little reliſh for them ; otherwiſe with 
ſo much beauty and ſo fine a voice you would 
never be free from them, they would purſue 
you every where, and weary you with their 
continual importunities.” 
I anſwered her gal/antrv, and was not behind- 
hand with her in "compliments. * Well then,” 
faid ſhe, ſtriking her forehead; we will divert 
© ourſelves roy ally. Do you know | am a httle 
maddiſh, and my delight is to appear different 
© from what I am? I love to act the man, and 
© doit better than any one. Aſk my woman,” 
who was ſtanding by; © I will make love to you. 
,“ continued ſhe, and I will lay you a wager 
© you do not know me in my diſguiſe.” I could 
not forbear laughing at this new humour, and 
aſſured her, that whatever ſhape ſhe appeared 
in, 
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in, ſhe would always be agreeable to me. We 
f will try that, ſaid ſhe. Juſt as ſhe was ſpeak- 

ing, ſomebody knocked at the door. Eh, good 
© God!” cried ſhe, who is this come to in- 
© terrupt us? Go ſee, continued ſhe to her 
chambermaid ; I am not at home to anybody, 
but my friend St. Clare. Her Iwill admit ot, 
* ſhe is as mad as myſelf ; but as for any. other, 
mum.“ 

This order made me eaſy; I was apprehenſive 
of company, for beſides that I was all undreſſed, 
I had laid it down as a rule to ſee nobody, 
What Junia pretended to gueſs, came to paſs; 
it was the friend ſhe mentioned, ſhe was very 
agreeable} and we ſoon came acquainted, 
Thou art come very ſeaſonably,* ſaid Funia, 
© thou wilt partake of the comedy I am going 
to act, and ſhall judge as well as the fair 
„ widow.” The gentlewoman enquired very 
gravely what we were going to do, and being 
informed, You cannot imagine? ſaid ſhe to 
me very joyfully, how diverting ſhe is in men's 
*© clothes : No, her humour is beyond expreſ- 
« fon. About ſix months ago, ſhe was thus 
« diſguiſed in the country, madelove for three days 
« to a very pretty woman, and managed her ad- 
„ dreſſes ſo well, as to make a conqueſt; the un- 
ravelling of the plot was excellent. The country 
&« gentlewoman was ſo diſappointed at the meta- 
“ morphoſis, that ſhe took to her bed. She had 
always proteſted againſt matrimony, but this 
* mad creature gave her ſuch a hankering after 
<< it, that ſhe very fairly took unto her.” This 
Rory made me laugh heartily, and inclined me 
to judge by myſelf if _ acted her part ſo well 
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as they pretended. I did not wait long, the 
. gentlen:an ſoon made his appearance, 

He began with an eaſy air, throwing himſelf 
ſometimes at my feet, ſometimes at the ſtranger's. 
He wore a very handſome maſk, a precaution, 
T imagined, Junia had taken to make the ſcene 
appear more natural. The confidence | had in 
the diſguiſe, prevented my ſuſpecting any foul 
play. Beſides Sz. Clare confirmed me by her ex- 
ample in my ſecurity, When 1 put the maſk 
away in a ſerious manner, he pretended to reſent 
it, and revenge himſelf by preferring St. Clare 
to me. All this appeared ſo natural, that I was 
impoſed on for near an hour, But at laſt I began 
to miſtruſt ſomething, when under pretence of 
addreſſing himſelf to the treacherous Se. Clare, 
I could hear him ſay very diſtinctly, She is 4 
lovely creature; but contrive ſome means of put= 
« ting an end to the comedy. I can hold out u0 
« longer ; nor de | ſee to what purpoſe.” 

This ſurpriſed me prodigiouſly, and made me 
colour; I found out the contrivance, but was ſo 
much miſtreſs of myſelf, as not to betray my 
ſuſpicions. I played cunning on my fide, and 
roſe with an intention to ſlip away, but was pre- 
vented ; however, on alledging a neceſſity for 
withdrawing (and I ſpoke out as if I miſtruſted 
nothing, to give no ſuſpicion), the chambermaid 
conducted me into a back room; there was a 
private door opened from thence upon the ſtairs, 
. which I knew, and immediately made my eſcape 
with the utmoſt precipitancy, thanking Heaven, 
as I ran, for my preſervation, with a firm re- 
ſolution to make no more acquaintances cf my 
own head, and to break off all correſpondence 


with ſo dangerous a friend. n 
. ok I was 
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] was ſcarce got down, but I was purſued. 
Barbara, whom I prompted, faid, I was going 
to bed, and had forbid her to let in any one, 
Junia at the door uſed all endeavours to have it 
opened, but I was not to be prevailed on; and 
ſhe returned heartily mortified, I believe, to be 
the dupe of her own plot. 

Nevertheleſs, inſtead of going to bed, I 
watched at the key-hole, to be aſcertained of what 
I ſuſpeted : My belief was, that Funia had ſub- 
ſtituted a man in her place, doubtleſs to give 
him an opportunity of being acquainted. I was 
not miſtaken; I diſcerned by the light of a 
flambeau, which a ſervant carried, the clothes of 
him who acted the ſuppoſed part. He ſeemed 
young and handſome, and was leading St. Clare, 
who to be ſure-was in the ſecret, for they ſtop- 
ped oppoſite to my door, and, by what I heard, 
I had. reaſon to think the zentleman was much 
taken with me, This made me reſolve to be 
very circumſpeR for the future againſt ſuch ad- 
ventures. However, this was not the laſt. 

The next day Junia came to ſee me, but 
could not get admittance, and might plainly ſee 
] was appriſed of her intended project. She 
wrote to me; her letter was returned unopened. 
She talked with my aunt, and told her to in- 
form me, that ſhe was much ſurprifed I ſhould 
quarrel with her on account of a harmlefs frolic, 
All this was loſt labour, and I was ſo reſolute in 
my conduct, that at laſt ſhe thought fit not to 
moleſt me any longer. 

But the ſpark who had taken ſo much pains, 
would not deſiſt; the more difficulty, the more 
ardent the lover, as it uſually happens. He 
| 55 B 3 wrote 
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wrote leery, came to the door in twenty dif- 
ferent diſguiſes, without any ſucceſs. I was al- 
ways on my guard in perſon, miſtruſting Bar- 
bara's ſimplicity, apd therefore it was no eaſy | 
matter to ſurpriſe me. 
Being at work one day in my chamber, there 
was thrown in, doubtleſs from Junia's window, 
a packet ſealed up, which being very heavy, fell 
with ſome noiſe; I took it up, and found it 
directed for me; beſides a letter incloſed, as I 
imagined, there was certainly a large ſum in 
I bluſhed, and knew not how to behave. 
har could I do? To carry it back myſelf to 
Junia, was what they aimed at. If I ſent it by 
my aunt, they might either pretend I kept it, 
or take an opportunity ſome days after to 
demand it, and under that pretext force a viſit 
upon me, Which I endeavoured ſo much ap 
* avoid. 
* I ſpent above ah hour thinking on a chaukind 
different things, and at laſt came to a reſolution. 
I fent Barbara to the pariſh church with a letter 
to a diſcreet Curate, whoſe probity was univerſally 
known : I begged the favour of ſeeing him 
| immediately on an affair of the laſt conſequence. 
I did not in the leaſt doubt of his ſpeedy com- 
Ages | 
| My aunt's back was ſcarce 8 when "© 
began to reflect on what I. had done. I had 
always heard it laid down as a maxim, that 
prudent perſons ought never to give men of a 
certain cloth a handle to meddle in their affairs, 
| there being often reaſon to repent it atterwards, 
It was natural to enquire who I was; my youth, 
and the charms I was n with, ate" =o 
7 eg caſion 
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caſion queſtions and enquiries. And what an- 
ſwer could I make? In owning the truth, I 
might draw upon myſelf exhortations and re- 
monſtrances. Befides, could I depend on being 
believed, and the aſſeverations of my virtuous” 
diſpoſition admitted? If I acknowledged who I 
was, I muſt expect no very favourable inter- 
pretations to be paſſed on my eaſy circumſtances, 
and a ſuperior authority employed to oblige me 
to return to my parents, This thought terrified 
me; -I reſolved to be very reſerved, and to 
behave in ſuch a manner with regard to the 
clergyman I expected, as to give him no hold. 
I reckoned much on the good character I had 
reaſon. to expect, if my way of life ſhould be 


| enquired into, knowing I could not be taxed. 


with any thing from the time I came into the 
houſe, nobody knew any thing of me, which is- 
no ſmall advantage to a young woman, whoſe 
reputation is in its greateſt luſtre when it furniſhes 
nothing for converſation. | __ 


The .clergyman followed my aunt. As ſoon 


as he came, | informed him of the difficulty I 


was in, and the occaſion of it. His behaviour 


was ſuch as gave me great ſatisfaction ; he beard 


What I ſaid, and did not ſeem inquilitive after 


more than | was inclined to acquaint him withal. 


"This gained my confidence, eſteem, and reſpect. 


He commended my conduct very much, and 


aſſured me, I had nothing to fear from their 


attempts: He exhorted me to avoid: ſeeing any 
company that I could not depend on, and la- 
mented: the dangers thole were expoled to, whe 


B 4 me, 
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me, was owing enticety: to it. Without treſ- 
paſſing on charity, he faid, the perſon's cha- 
rater, who lived in the apartment above me, 
was ſuſpected, and conſequently that I ought of 
break of all commerce with her. | 
This diſcreet clergyman carried away the ſealed 
packet, and left me much edified with his be- 
haviour. What methods he took, I knownot, 
but I never heard 9 more of Funia or her 
companions. 5 
I thought myſelf very e in having em- 
ployed ſo efficacious a remedy, and returned 
Heaven my thanks for its ſucceſs. 
I be following day was an æra of new croſſes : 
1 received two letters, one from the army, the 
other from Yerſailles. PEO. 
| Notwithſtanding m earneſtneſs to hear ſome 
tidings of the inconſtant Margueſs, curioſity 
prevailed on me to open the ſecond ; in reality, 
it was very extraordinary to receive a letter 
from thoſe parts; beſides that I had no corre- 
ſpondence with any one there, nobody knew 
bo to direct to me, excepting Melicourt, and 
1 knew him too well to doubt his diſcretion, 
and yet it was wrote at length. This ſurpriſed 
me, and I refolved to clear up the myſtery ; but 
how was I ſtruek to find it came from the 35 
3 4 It was as _: TY 
N vain 45 you y ew me, a Teams 5 
I wherever you 44 yourſelf, or whatever quality 
you paſs under, T ſhall always know where you are, 
and what you are about. I eafily gueſs how much 
his will alarm yon; and the reflections which will. 
cri from an accident Jo unexpefted : But make 
yourſelf eaſy, I am more in _ intereſt than you 
imagine, 


rmagine, and am ſo fur from turning my Fnows 
ledge to your prejudice, that I am reſolved to be the © 
firft in fixing your happineſs. Remember, a man of 
my character is an enemy to deceit, and cannat he” 
| worſe than his word; conſequently beware” uf” 
taking any ſteps which fear. may ſuggeſ To mor- 
row. I fhall be at Paris; I all wait on you, and 
it will be your own fault if you. do not receive con- 
vincing pronfs of the value I ſet on your virtue: I 
am no firanger to it, which is no ſmall matter. 
One trial more, and you" tuill know how much £7 


The Marqueſs of L. V. 


The reading of this letter threw me into a fit 
of trembling, dubious as I was what to do, and 
pes to my very ſoul. Heavens, cried I, 
ave pity on me and aſſiſt me] What meant this 
this ſudden alteration? What can be the old Mar 
queſs's. deſigns ? How can he contribute to make 
me happy? Alas! I am certainly betrayed by 
his ſon, who, to get rid of me at once, ſacri- 
fices me to his father. It is certainly ſo; the 
parent, ſatisfied at this, lays aſide his hatred, 
and either through generoſity, or policy, will 
ſettle me in ſuch a manner as may prevent any 
aceident in caſe his ſon ſhould happen to relent. 
But how eruel is ſuch a eohduct f continued I 
in tears.” Could I ever have expeged ſa much 
barbarity from a lover? How could he foreſee, 
that his father's threats and averſion would give 
place to generolity ? „ 
I was ſo taken up with theſe reflections, that 
I forgot St. FaPs letter, which had been fo long | 
1 | —_ n 
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expected, and fo earneſtly deſired; un llt 1 
opened it. A freſh A Me ile and 


* 


- Have deferred writing 9 * to "pb 85 
Jenny, in hopes of ſending you ſomething ma- 
terial. The apprebenſion of making you uneaſy, by 

too long a delay, prevails on me to write, though T 
have nothing but 4 diſagreeable news to ſend... 
promi ſed to hide nothing from you, otherwiſe wo ul q 
got acquaint you, that I did not meet with the Mar- 


queſs when I arrived at the camp, and that be it 
not as yet returned from an expedition, on which, 


at his own requeſt, he was ſent ; this gives great 
wneafineſs to all his friends, leſt be ſhould be taken 


Priſoner. His ſervants, whom I have queſtioned, 


4 well as ſeveral officers, aſſure me he came hir 
_ ther Very melancholy, thaugh be firave in wain to 
hide it : It is ſuppoſed, bei is chagrined, and hat 
in order to divert his uneaſmeſs, be procured this 
comma nd. I was net at à laſs to gueſs his afflic- 


tion. You cannot be ſenſible, Mademoiſelle, . of 


be great part yon bear in it; be nat, h,wever, 
foo much concerned, we may have fame account of 


118 dear relation. I ſhall nat fail to communicate 
If to you inſtantly, Itis generally thought the campaign 


will be but ſhort; and that after a battle, which 
i cantinnall, lnoked far and much aefired; we: ſhall 
be ſent ing quarters : I phaſe myſelf cvinb | the 
notion, ſince it will bring me nearer to you 5: and 
I think there cannot be a greater pleaſure than to 
fee zou, nor merit than to r r em. 


From the Camps sr. Fat, 


$# ; 
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Our attachment to a beloved object, never 


exerts itſelf with greater force, than when we 


are on the point of looſing it. My notion of 
war was certainly very imperfect; vet no ſooner 
did I know that the Margueſsslife was in danger, 
but my imagination repreſented it with all its 
horrors. O Heaven ! eried I all in tears, why 
am I thus overwhelmed on all fides at once? 
How am I to ſurvive it? What can ſo many 
afflictions one upon another portend? Do they. 
not preſage the greateſt of misfortunes ? But I am 
prepared to undergo every thing, provided my 
e ſafe, and eſcape the dangers to which, 
his courage and chagrin expoſe him. + How un- 
fortunate was I not tojultify myſelf before his 
departure] Perhaps my innocence might- have. 
reſtored him to me, and made him careful of a. 
life he ought to preſerve for my ſake. ' 
I ſhall not relate all the expoſtulations my. 
grief furniſhed on this occaſion, Why ſhould 
tire you, O reader, with the recital of my 
tears? Hitherto they have been too plentiful; 
a little patienee; the time wilt come, when 
they will be wiped away, and this truth demon- 
ſtrated, that the happineſs which virtue procures 
for us, can never be too dearly bought. 
Although l had time to prepare for the old 
A viſit, I found myſelf terribly con- 
founded when he appeared. His preſence made 
me ſenſible of the great diſtance between us,. 
knowing he was now acquainted with my origin. 
Can pride receive a greater check? However I 
took upon me fo far as to conquer my bluthes and 
confuſion. . I refolved to be the firft in mention 
ing the meanneis of my birth, in order to prevent 
8 6 WE 2 
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Dim; this expedient I owe to my vanity. | ct n 
it poſſible, my Lord, faid I, receiving him 
with great reſpect, and preſenting. a chair; 


© that you ſhould condeſcend to fee me, after 
< the diſcovery you have made? What com- 


«© parifon is there between a country girl, one 
| £* who has been ſo unhappy as to fall under your 
[66 diſpleaſure, and a Nobleman of your rank? 
<<: Whence comes ſuch a diſtinction, which I 
have no ways deſerved ?”—* Let us have no 


© more of that, lovely Jerny,” ſaid the MMargueſs, 


* 0. me fit down; I have no longer the 


reaſon of complaint I had formerly againſt 
you; and that virtue, of which I have re» 
© ceived convincing proofs, hes created a due re» 
gad for one who is ſo worthy of it. We will 


© {ay nothing of your birth; not but I was 


© mightily taken with your candid acknowledge · 


_ © ment; a ſtroke that does not want its force, 


nor efcape my obſervation. A mean birth 


is the capricious effect of chance, never to be 
called to mind but when vice deforms it 3 
© whereas, prudence, and noble actions, ſtrip is 
Sof all that is contemptible, and caſt a luſtre 
+ uporit, not inferior to that of Kings, when 
© no falſe ſtep is made in the thorny. paths off 
7 virtue. 1 thall clay no more on this head; 

© vou baving, my dear girl, leſs need of in- 
udien than others, as vour education has: 


© been very extraordinary. What I have to ſay 
is of a different nature; but before I ex- 
plain my ſelf any farthex;. 1 deſire yau. will tell 


< me, with that candour ſo becoming virtue and. 
© konou,; upon what terms you ate with my 


7M fon L bare zealand fr Ln this. —— 
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and if your anſwer proves ſatisfactory, it will! 
« lay an obligation on me, and you ſhall 4 
never repent having explained yourſelf on a 
© ſubje& I have more at heart than you imagine. 
Fruth, and a thorough” confidence in me, "* 
« carry a greater weight in my judgment than 1 
© any other qualifieations 38S 3 
When the old Margueſs wrote his intention . 
of making me a viſit, I expected to ſuffer ve 1 
much from the converſation; but I little thought 
jt would turn on ſuch an important ſubject: T 
was the more terrified, being attacked in the 
moſt ſenſible part. All evaſions appeared uſeleſs; 
I had one of the ſubtleſt of men to deal with, 
whoſe penetration was ſurpriſing. While he 
ſpoke what I have mentioned, his eyes were 
fixed upon me, and heſeemed to ſearch with me 
the ſecret receſſes of my heart. How could 1 
withſtand fo terrifying an affault ? There was 
nothing left, but to act with the ſincerity he pre- 
tended to value fo much, if l propoſed tu ſucceed 
with one of his turn, and that method took. = 
One never faulters in ſpeaking the trun. 
It wouldbe in vain, my Lord,“ anſwered T 
after a moment's pauſe, to deny that your fon 
has been dear to me; he is maſter of ſuch en- 
«* dearing qualifications, and whieh beſpeak fa 
*© much probity, that my heart could not fpoſſi- 
* bly reſiſt ſo large a ſhare of merit. I ſhould 
be wanting to that lincerity, of which you 
appear ſo jealous, if J diſſembled on this 6c= 
% caſion. 1 might employ the word eftermin= 
e ſtead of love, but l will not impoſe upon you; 
« 1 did love your ſon with all the ſincerity I am 
K capable of 3 and had not his late behaviour in- 
: OTIS. of FRY < 5 © terfered, 
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'*. rerfered, I might fill preſerve the ſame re- 


22 gard: I dare not ſay they are no more; lam 


not ſuffieiently acquainted with myſelf, to 


know per fectly my ſecret fentiments. It is 
to no purpoſe ſor me to dwell any longer on 
this ſubject as I can add nothing more to 
hat I have ſaid; your experience may per- 


*© haps: make greater diſcoveries. 


The old Margueſi ſeemed tranſported at my 


ſincere manner of expreſſing myſelf. * You are 
* exceeding charming,” ſaid he, and my eſteem 


for you redoubles, of Which I will give you 
convincing proofs. On your ſide, continue 


to ſpeak the truth. Tell me firſt what your 
© deſigns are, and then, with the ſame ſincerity, 
< own from whom you receive wherewithal to 
£ furniſh your expences. Whilſt my ſon and 
St. Fab were here, I eaſily believe you wanted 


ſor nothing: But ſuppoſe you never heard 


© more of either of them, how will you con- 
trive to go on as you have begun ? Look upon 


Ll 


© niſh that fear and trouble I ſee in you, there is 


no occaſion for them. Did I not truly inter- 


« eft myſelf in your behalf, I ſhould not enquire: 
into theſe particulars.” Alas, my Lord,” re- 
plied I with a ſighh; “ you remind me of the im- 


L prudence of my conduct, for which my rea- 


© f nh s often. reproached me. It was with: 
& ſome difficulty your nephew prevailed on me 


. to-acCept of the tokens, by which his gene- 


„ rolity thewed- itſelf in my regard. Some 
ec time ago I reſolved to fpend my days in a 


© monaſtery 3 and more than once I have preſſed 


dim to crown the work, by aſſiſling me in the 
R | execution 


me, my pretty creature, as your friend. Ba- 
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0 execution of Ant er © You always talk 


c of St. Fal, whom you do not love, cried the 
me, and never 
© once: mentien my ſon in all this proviſion. 
| * Vet it is more natural to attribute your: little 


Marqueſs," ſlyly interrupting me, 


revenue to bim than my: nephew. The 
advantage of being beloved e 
< My Lord, I 4. you the truth, replied I, 


interrupting in my turm; E will not ** ately 


© ſay, that the Marqueſs has no ſhare in what 
has been done for me; bue this I am poſitive 


„ in, that what I have received hitherto,” has 
been from your nephewꝰ's hands; and under 


“ what title would you imagine ? As ſo much 
5+ lent, for ſo he generouſly called it, to be re- 
56 paid if ever fortune ſhould put it in my 
* power. A train of events, continually 
5 alarming me, have thus far prevented my 
coming to ſome reſolution . Good 
God! my dear girl, cried the Marqueſs, I 
. do not pretend to put you upon leg 
© yourſelf ; you owe me no ſuch deference; your 


well ſatisfied a great while; and fo far from 
wiſhing you were ſhut up in a monaſtery, I 


" Jenny, the perplexing queſtions put to you; 
it is in order to fix upon ſomething in your re- 
gard, and to juſtify that eſteem I conceived 
for you the fel moment we were acquainted. 
This candour, this lincerity, which I have 
now experienced, convince me that your ſen- 
timents place you in a rank not inferior to 
women of the beit quality. I beg I may be 


„ OE A K a 2 
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conduct is without reproach, as I have been 


would be the firſt to oppoſe it. Excuſe, lovely 


* ONE: with- 4 triendibip, and have your _ | 


16 


* leave to cultivate it. T have Went deſigns * 
your behalf; give me but time to bring them 
« to perſedion; in the mean while, go on as you 


have begun; I come oſten to Paris, ſometimes 


© ſpend whole weeks there, and then ſhall-be a 
2 conſtant viſitor: Be eaſy as to the time to 
come; care will be taken. I am obliged to 
leave you at preſent, but in two days you 
© may depend on hearing from me.“ Saying theſe 


„ which ſurpriſed me e the old 


Marque /i roſe, was very complaiſant on the ſub- 
7 of my ſhape and x es ; adding, he oſten 
Ecbengbr of my fine neck, that he intended to 


invite me to dinner, to ve the pleaſure of 


hearing me ſing again.“ After a great deal 
more of the like nature, * left me n aſto- 


niſhed at what had paſſed. 


In effect, what could I ie d Was it na · 
tied to think, that the very man who had ex- 
preſſed himſelf -againſt me with ſo. much bitter- 
neſs, was fo ſuddenly changed ? Had he not en- 
deavoured to ſecure me in a convent far life ? 
Was I not ſtill the ſame Jenmy, that litile 
country girl, who had engaged the ſon in vexa- 
tious affairs, and obliged the father to emptoy his 


utmoſt intereſt? And ſince that, had I not ime 


poſed upon him under a feigned name? Whevce, 


therefore, ſhould eome ſuch a ſudden alteration ? 


Could my charms extend their empite: over the 


father as well as the ſon? If this piece of vanity 
might be indulged, had I not greater reaſon to 


dread this Nobleman more than ever? It could not 


de imputed as a crime if I ſhunned him mo; 


and avoided falling into his hands; felf-pre 


8 3 : But ſhould I not tho A 


al 
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juſtly condemned, if 1 accepted of a recon- 
ciliation, which doubtleſs was offered with ſome: 
view, perhaps; incompatible with reputation 
and virtue ? Cruel alternative! 1 How was 1 per: 
plexed! _ 

The day was ſpent with weighlag: theſe things” 
in my mind; yet, notwithſtanding my appre- 
henſions, a blind confidence carried it in favour 

of this Nobleman. Why ſhould he deceive me ? 
faid I to myſelf; and if his views are criminal, 
why would he extol my virtue and. <ondut ? 
Ought I not rather to imagine, it is owi 2 
them that I have gained his eſteem? and ſince 
he praiſes me ſo much on that account, is it not 
to encourage me to continue ? He mentions a 
happy ſettlement, and throws out obſcure hints; 
how do I know but he has his reaſons for ie? 
To be ſure he has, faid I, confirming myſelf in 
the notion; time will effect it. If my conjec- 
tures are groundleſs, Heaven, which has hitherto 
protected me, and to which Iwill ever have fe · 
courſe, will not abandon me. Thus did 1 come 
to a reſolution. . 

My thoughts being ne now more at liberty, 1 was 
going to anſwer St. FaPs letter, when the bell 
rung: I liſtened. to hear who my aunt talked to; 
a voice which ſtruck me to the very ſoul, made 
me look through the key-hole. Heavens! what 
a condition was I in | I immediately knew m 
father and mother embracing my aunt. At firſt, 

I was running to throw myſelf into their arms; 
but in endeavouring it, I was ſo much tranſ- 


ported, that finding my feet fail me, and 11807 | 


I ſhould fall on the floor, I threw myſelf into 
&reat chair; where I was an hour without com- 


: ing 


\ | 


— 


dom refuſes to hear them. $i” | 
When I was perfectly recovered, I deſired ex- 
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ing to myſelf. I will now account, for this un- 


expected viſit, and ſhow how much chance in- 


terferes in the occurrences of life. ; 
It was lucky for me, that my affection to- 
wards thoſe who had given me life, occaſioned 


the emotion mentioned in the preceding page; 


otherwiſe, I ſhould have imprudently diſcovered 


myſelf, and it was not yet time. What was 
employed in recovering me from my diſorder, 


made me foreſee the conſequence of what I was 
upon the point of doing. Doubtleſs, in acknow- 
ledging my parents, I ſhould lay myſelf under 


an obligation, either of keeping them with me, 


or following them home to our cottage; either 


| of which would be equally perplexing to them 
and myſelf: I think it needleſs to give the rea- 


ſons, they may be eaſily imagined. I behaved- 
with ſuch complaiſance to my aunt in every 
thing, excepting this particular, as made her 
life ſo eaſy, and my regard for her was ſo great, 


that I ſeemed more to Flons to hei than the to 


me ; the ſecret comfort of an unqueſtionable 
witneſs of my conduct, and who was one day 
to appear in my behalf. If my intentions had been 


bad, I ſhould bave been very careful how I fitted 


myſelf with ſuch a cap; but I wanted her only 
for form's ſake, thank God : Heaven preſerved 


in my heart the love of virtue, with which I 
had been born, and I prayed every day with fer- 
vour ſor grace to perſiſt in thoſe good intentions: 


Such prayers are acceptable to God, and he ſel- 


8 5 


tremely to ſee my father and mother: + was | 


very ſure they would not know me, time had 
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made ſuch an alteration in my features and be- 
| haviour ; I was fo much grown, and my dreſs 

was ſo different from what they had ſeen,, that I 
was eaſy upon that head. Wich this alfurance, 


I rung my bell; it was. dinner: time, and I very. 


| naturally called for it. My good aunt coming 
into the room, ſeemed perplexed : Notwith 
ſtanding the familiarity I uſed her with, | had 
infuſed, I do not know why, a reſerye, not to 
ſay more, which often gave me pain, I aſked 
her, hat was the matter? She. heated ; ; 2 
couraging her, Have you broke any thing, 4 
feigned 1 ;-£ Well, there is no great 
2 . One familiar queſtion always 19 harm 
to put her in heart; accordingly ſhe,owned, ſhe 
apprehended my anger, becauſe the had wrote 


to her brother and: filter to come and fee her at 


their convenience; and as the had not acquaint: 
ed me with it, ſhe was afraid to tell me, that 
having buſineſs at Paris, they took this oppor: 
tunity, and were actually in the houſe: that 
ought however to pardon her, becauſe ſhe | 
only ſent for them, to let them know the happir 
neſs ſhe enjoyed in my ſervice. I am glad,” 
ee that you are content, and li 

* Your place: I with; your happineſs was fi 

e greater ; and far from taking it ill, that your 

relations are come, I am pleaſed at it ; I mutt 
« ſee them, and deſire they would dine With 


cc me.“ Ah! Madam, you are too good | 


Cried Barharg, + it is not for ſuch as them to be 
© ſo much honoured.” -. ** Do as you are . bid,” 


| replied I, bring them to me, I will talk with 
« thems, they Ihall know what you: ſaid of me 


55, is 6 cats . was ſo plcaled, WHY eh 


g 1 
* * 
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that ſhe flew to acquaint my parents: My 
heart was in an agitation, though an agreeable 
one, nor was it without difficulty that J ſup- 
preſſed its motions, ſeeing thoſe to whom I owed 
my life. I ſuffered from the reſpect with which 
they approached me; I even blamed myſelf, and 
3 I did what I could to put an end to it. 
3 At laſt, by dint of careſſes, I prevailed with 
I them to ſit, and grow a little more familiar; 
The art, which I have often experienced of giv- 
ing our inferiors a freedom and confidence in 
ſpeaking, is to put ourſelves on a level with 
them, and to deſcend to their rank : Although 
this was far from being my caſe, at preſent I 
was obliged to obſerve the maxim with my 
father and mother. The prejudice of my ſupe- 
riority made them filent, and it had been impoſ- 
ſible otherwiſe for me to get out of them what 
J had a mind to know. I made them poſſeſs 
themſelves by talking of their village: I pre- 
tended to have paſſed ſome months at a 4ady's 
houſe,. to whom it belonged ; it was the only 
method of bringing them to diſcourſe, and it 
ſucceeded. My mother, on hearing this, ap- 
1 like a perſon who is recollecting ſome- 
ody, and told me, it muſt be at Madame la 
© Comteſſe de —, where ſhe had ſeen me; 
© that 1 had ſet her right, and that ever ſince ſhe 
© had been in the room, ſhe had been revolving 
© in her mind, where ſhe had the honour t 
© ſee me, ſo much did my face ſtrike her.“ My 
father ſaid the ſame thing, and informed me how 
their village had changed maſters ſince the young 
lady's marriage, whoſe father died of an apoplexy. 
1 aſked what was become of his wife? = — 
. ſwer 


: 
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ſwered me, She lived with her daughter, 
„ called Madame 4 Eftival.” Said I, Is the as 
© j]-humoured as ever? On my ſaying thi,, my 
father looked at my mother with a ſmile, as 
much at to ſay the lady knows her. He told 
me, © He plainly ſaw | knew how matters went; 
« that there never was in the world a worſe- 
« natured woman than her we talked of; that 
* ſhe had quarrelled twice with her huſband ; : 
« the third time ſhe carried things to ſuch a 
“length, that he parted from her; that, un- 
* Fab onde ag for him, he had put fo muck 3 in 
« her power, that this ſeparation left him in ill 
« circumſtances, but he choſe to loſe all rather 
« than paſs his days with ſo worthleſs a woman.” 
He ſaid likewiſe, © ſhe lived a league from Paris, 
« whither ſhe has always came to ſpend the 
« winter, and that every body, even her own 
<« ſervants held her in deteſtation.” 

I had but too much reaſon to complain of this 
woman, not to be curious concerning what re- 
garded her. In vain we flatter ourſelves that we 
forgive; the interior always retains an acrimony 

againſt thoſe who have offended us; and let us 
boaſt ever ſo much of our heroiſm, we cannot 
help feeling a joy, when we hear ſome diſa- 
greeable adyenture has happened to an enemy, 
What my father had ſaid relating to Madame 
d' Eſtival, of whom I have often ſpoke under 
the name of Mademoiſelle d Elbieux, and whom 
1 ſhall mention again in the end of theſe memoirs, 
made me bluſh a little, and bringing to my re- 
membrance all the uneaſineſs ihe had given me, 
I was not Sorry to hear the ill laid to her charge; 
| * this means n myſelf revenged of "op 
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bad woman. It was, no doubt, this motive that 
engaged me to afk my father, 00 give me the 
biffory of her marriage, and inform me of all 
that had come to his knowledge on that ſubject: 
He would not be afked twice; in ſpite of his 
ruſtic delivery, I did not loſe a tittle of it, and 
though ſomething coarſe, ſtill the picture bore a 
great, likeneſs. - I have ſuch a pleaſure in an op- 
ortunity of ktting the haughty Mademoiſelle 
4 Elbicux, at preſent Madame d Eftival, know 
T have not forgot all the vexations ſhe brought 
upon me, that I even'fnatch at it: Here is her 
hiſtory; ſhe will infallibly know herſelf again; 
and if ſhe has one grain of equity lefty\ ſhe will 


be obliged to own, that though I know how to 


take my revenge, [ have done it with a modera- 
tion in Her regard. | 
Of alt the vers who had been attracted 
either by the charms or riches of Mademoiſelle 
4 Elbitu#, there remained but one; her 
haughty behaviour, oftentimes heightened into 


inſolence, had drove away the reſt. Can one 


imagine her malice to have been fo great, as to 


ſet her admirets often together by the ears? 


She found a pleaſure, worthy only of herſelf, 
In exaſperating them with carrying ſtories, and 
even in bringing them to the latt extremities; 
above ten duels were placed to her account, 
during ber father's life, which drew upon her 
his ſevereſt treatment; but to ro effect. She 
had a bad heart, nothing * was capable of making 
it better: As long as M le Conte ae N— 
nved, ſbe kept, Farin bounds, becaufe ſhe 
feared him; his 585 were no ſooner cloſed, but 


the gave 4 looſe” to Her wicked diſpoſition, 6 
| WI 
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will appear from what follows : The faithful 


lover, whom I have juſt now mentioned, was 
named Monſieur d Eſtiual; he was a gentleman 
about forty, his fortune moderate, which he 
ſought to improve by marrying. Mademoi ſelle 
4 Elbieux was rich, a proper match, and the 
more ſo by her brother's retiring into a conyent, 
as is ſaid elſewhere. This gentleman's eſtate lay 
four leagues from the Caſtle of the Counteſs of 
N! the neighbourhood had facilitated his 
acquaintance with the mother and daughter, 
and flattered him with hopes of ſucceeding one 
day or other in his purſuits. It muſt be obſerved, 
that this young lady had an air of ſweetneſs. which 
captivated at firſt ſight. Monſieur d E ſtiual, 
who was handſome and well-thaped, had been 
ſo well received by her, that he thought himſelf 
too ſoon ſure of the happineſs to which he 
aſpired. How moderate ought the ju:\gment to 
be in fuch caſes! Nothing is ſo deceitful as the 
countenance 3 but of this hereafter : Let us return 
to the ſtory, ö Pn of 

Mademoiſelle d Elbieux took no notice of any 
but this new lover, and deſpiſed all the reſt for 
ſome days: Him we ſpeak of, excelled his com- 
petitors by an air of nobleneſs and grandeur 
which was natural to him ; add to this, that he 
was of an eaſy complying temper, and, in order 
to pleaſe her, condeſcended to be a ſlave to her 
capriciouſneſs. Monſieur Deſtival was bent on 
marrying her, intereſt made him ſurmount every 
thing; to make his fortune, it was neceſſary to 
ſupplant his competitors, and there was nothing 
he did not undergo to ſucceed, 
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In the portrait I gave of Mademoiſelle d'El- 
bieux, as before mentioned, I ſaid the had wit, 
and it was true: She ſoon found out the views 
of her new lover, and without examining 
whether ſhe was in the right, ſhe reſolved to 
gratify her natural malignity : The better to 
ſecure him, great-regard'was ſhewn, and as ſoon 
as ſhe thought him ſmitten, and that love and 
intereſt were united, ſhe threw off the maſk, 
and reſigned herſelf entirely up to her caprice 
and humour ; always reſtleſs and miſchievous, 
ſhe could not bear to diſſemble long. 

The Counteſs of N—, her mother, loved the 
world, as I have ſaid elſewhere ; and though 
ſomewhat in years, was amorouſly inclined. 
AM. d Eftrval, without any other deſign but that 
of rendering her favourable to his deſires, had 
not been backward in making his court to her in 
His firſt viſits ;* and finding things went well, by 
the gracious manner he was received, he con- 
tinued to render himſelf agreeable, in which he 
had very good ſucceſs. Mademoiſelle d' Elbieux, 
who ſoon perceived her mother's growing paſſion, 
took a malignant joy in augmenting it, and 
throwing M. 4 Eflival into the moſt tickliſh 

Veflekity-: : © There is but one way of obliging 

my mother to be favourable to you,* faid ſhe 
to him one day in the garden: She has hither- 
to rejected all the offers that have been made, 
© becauſe not one of thoſe who have doue me the 

© honour to addreſs me, could find out my dear 
©: mother's foible: Continue to make your court 
ws her let her imagine, if you pleaſe, that 
d you give her the preference; if you are lucky 


© enough to make her ** lo, no 7 7 al 


fit 
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c T ſhall ſoon be yours.“ Was not this « enou 
to redouble the ardour of M. d' Eftival ? No- 
thing could be greater than it was, and every 
body bedieve him in love with the mother. The 
Counteſs de N—— was miſtaken among the reſt ; 
ſeli-love was eaſily flattered, her heart was ſtruck, 
gratitude preſſed it ; ſhe had been formerly com- 
paſſionate, now-a-days we are leſs ſevere upon 
the article of decency : After ſome ſtruggle, 
ſhe reſolved to own to her lover, he was not in- 
different. Mademoiſelle 4 Elbieux perceived by 
her mother's penſiveneſs, what paſſed. in he- 
breaſt ; ſhe was frequently treated with ſeverity, 
becauſe ſhe deſerved it; now ſhe had it in her 
power to be revenged, without treſpaſſing on 
reſpect; ſhe ſnatched the opportunity with great 
2 
M. d' Eftival had been well received till 
now; ' his tuation changed. Mademoiſelle d El- 
bieux from mild and obliging, behaved to him 
with coldneſs and ſeverity : He was aſtoniſhed at 
it, and uſed the moſt preſſing means of regain- 
ing her: * In what is it I have di ſpleaſed you!“ 
ſaid he to her, one night ſitting by her when 
other people were playing at quadrille ; “ you 
© have avoided me for theſe eight days paſt; ſcarce 
« do I appear, but your amiable countenance is 
« cloudcd ; could I be ſo unhappy as to have un- 
- knowingly drawn upon myſelf this treatment? 
© Let us have no more words upon this ſubject, 
if you pleaſe, anſwered the dear Mademoiſelle 
d Elbieus, * you would find it a hard matter to 
1 yourſeif, I am none of whe tools; and 
© if 1 appear otherwiſe than formerly, you may 


* be aſſured I have good motives for ſo doing; 
Vo. II. . e 


—— 
. — i ger es 


© nay, they are undeniable. I own I had an 
© eſteem for you; but you have given me rea- 
.< ſon to alter my ſentiments 5 let us talk no 
more of it: You have had your views, I wiſh 
© they may ſucceed. I am ſurpriſed however 
you take the pains to queſtion me, having a 
more agreeable employment upon your hands, 
© and which well deſerves all your pains.* Saying 


— — — ——ä— a — * 
— * 


 Comnteſs de N 
this behaviour, and ſitting near her mother after 
ſhe had quitted AH. 4 E/tival, roſe haſtily up, 
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this, ſhe roſe, and left M. d' Eftival aſtoniſhed 


at a diſcourſe to which he could not imagine how 
he had given occaſion. | | 


So little did he ſuſpect from whence ſuch an 
oddity could ariſe, that he drew near the table 
where they were at play, and whiſpered the 
- : Her daughter, piqued at 


and, anſwered very ſcornfully a civility her lover 


ſhowed her as'ſhe paſſed by. This extraordinary 


treatment made an impreſſion, and he reſolved 
to know the reaſon of it as ſoon as poſſible. 
Hitherto M. d' Eftival had acted only upon 


a view of intereſt. ¶Aademoiſelle & Elbieus's 


fickleneſs made him look upon things in another 


light: Love, which he had hitherto treated as 


folly, and to which he had not yet been a ſlave, 
puniſhed his indifference, and made him ſenſible 


of his misfortune in loſing the good graces of ſo 


charming a perſon, as Mademoiſelle q Elbieux : 
Jealouſy, the conſtant companion of a growing 
paſſion, inſinuated itſelf into his diſturbed mind, 
and made him recolle& that his miſtreſs diſtin- 
guiſhed a certain Jr. De/tourneaux, a great 
hunter, who could diſcourſe of nothing but 
hounds and horſes, unleſs it were to ridicule, 

g aſperſe, 
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aſperſe, or murder his neighbour's good name. 
On fuch occaſions he ſhone, and theſe fine ac- 
compliſhments made him be conſidered by Ma- 
demoi ſelle 4 E ieur Hi beſides, he "was a gentle- 
man of no conduct, and thought to be privately 
married to a girl very much beneath him. 
AM. d' Eftival, after ſome jealous reflecti ons 
concerning Oęſtourneaux, concluded he was the 
cauſe of the alteration in Mademoiſeile Elbieux ; 
this thought gave him pain, he reſolved to watch 
his rival, and he thought he had great reaſon to 
imagine himſelf not miſtaken, and that he was 
ſacrificed to this new-comer. He was no ſooner 
convinced of this fatal truth, but he became 
extremely jealous, and that ſo openly, that every 
body perceived it. Mademoiſelle dq Elbieux was 
one of the firſt who found it out: She triumphed 
in it, and did all ſhe could to carry it to the 
greateſt exceſs, by overwhelming De/teurneaux 
with a diſtinguiſhing politeneſs. 5 

As to the Counte/s de X, ſhe behaved 
quite otherwiſe ; had, as I have ſaid before, 
given way to the ſuppoſed addreſſes of 17. 
© Eſtival, but ſeeing them ceaſe on a ſudden, 
and her lover melancholy and uneaſy, ſhe could 
not tell what to think of ſuch a coolneſs and 
alteration of temper: What is the matter 
with you?“ ſaid ſhe, one day to him, when 
he appeared more thoughtful than ordinary; 
are you ſick, or going to be ſo? I ſcarce know 
© you; formerly you was gay, polite and en- 
©* tertaining 3 one could not live with you, and 
© not be enchanted. with your temper ; now 
you are dull, ſilent, ill-humoured, one does 
not know who you are angry with. I flattered 


28 The Fortunate Country Mald. - 


© myſelf with being your confident; yet for tg 
© eight days you, have been out of huniour, 
aud I cannot find out the reaſon: This whim< 
© ſical proceeding of yours ſurpriſes me, and 
if I was Jeſs your friend, I ſhould know how 
to be revenged, and ſhould make myſelt eaſy.? 
M. d' Eftival, whoſe trouble was renewed 
by this diſcourſe, forgot the part he had under- 
took, and fetched a ſigh: That is well, ſaid 
the Counteſs ſmiling, we ſhall ſoon know what 
© puts you out of temper ; this ſigh is a pre- 
© liminary of your. confidence in me. Take 
courage, my poor D” E/tival, prithee let us 
© have no myſtery, and I promiſe to uſe my en- 
© deavours to make your troubles ceafe.* © Ah! 
% Madam,” replied the jealous lover, © my 
e troubles are not of a nature to be ealily reme- 
<< died, I am jealous, and you eaſily compre- 
< hend—” © Jealous!* cried the Counteſs very 
ſeriouſly, * of whom? Good God! do you ſee 
any body here, who can give you the leaſt 
< uneafineſs? Is any favoured but yourſelf?” 
« Yes, no doubt, Madam,” replied B' E/tival, 
«© has not De/taurneausx the preference? Alas! 
© ] perceive it but too well; and ſince you muſt 
know it, that it is which puts me in the con · 
< dition for which you reproach me.“ 
_ This confeſſion threw the Counteſs into the 
greateſt ſurprize; ſhe could not remember to 
have ever ſo behaved to De/tourneaus, as to 
give D' Eftrval room to think ſhe gave the other 
the preference. To this end ſhe did all ſhe 
could to diſabuſe him. D' Eſtival went upon too 
ſure ground, as he thought, to yield to all theſe 
ptoteſtations. Well!“ ſaid the Counteſs to _ 
; 5 wil 
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with ſome impatience, I know an infallible way _ 
© of convincing you of your error; and leſt < . 
© you thould {fill entertain any doubt on. this | 
© ſubject, I will this inſtant forbid your rival my 
© houſe, he {hall never ſet his foot within my 
© doors again, and you ſhall be for ever d:Jivered 
© from his preſeice!? D' Eval was fo ſenibly 
affected by this con eſcenſion, that he threw | 
himſelf at the Counteſs's feet, and aſſured her, 
that for this maik of her goodneſe, there was 
nothing in this world he vas not ready to under- 
take, to convince her of his gratitude. As he 
pronounced theſe words, touched with the ſin- 
ular favour ſhe had ſhown him, he, ſeized- one 
of ber hands, and kiſſed it a hundred times. 
 Mademiiſelle q Elbieux c me in as he was in the 
midſt of theſe, tranſports, and turned pale with 
anger at ſo deciſive à piece of intelligence, and 
which proved effectually that D'EHival had de- 
ceived her, when he vowed to love nobody but 
her. On the other hand, the mother, piqued 
that her daughter ſhould find a man at her feet, 
bid her very ſharply retire, and. that ſhe thought 
her very bold in endeavouring to ſurprize her, 
' Mademoiſelltd' Elbieux, ever haughty, anſwered, 
running hattily back, that ſhe had no deſign of 
being wirhteſs'ts 12 an affiir, and that when 
* perſons (wert in ſuch a ſituation, they ought to 
provide againſt being ſurpriſed. The Crunte/s, 
provoked at the anſwer, ran to chaſtiſe her. 
 D*Eftival, petceiviug her deſign, interpoſed, 
and exerted himſelf in appzaſing her: This 
was no hard matter, being now at the bottom, 
_of the affair the had endeavoured to unravel, and 
of Which We ſhall give a farther account, after 
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2 ond or two concerning  Madenuiſe th & E 
bieux, She retired to her chamber, extremely 
nettled at the rebuff ſhe had received. The 
worſt conſtruction, according to her cuſtom, 
Was put upon. what ſhe had ſeen; ſhe concluted 
D' Eftival impoſed upon her, that he reallyllov ed 
Her mother, and was beloved again, and that 
there was a very good underſtanding betwixt 
them; this thought made her cry for vexation, 
and inſpired a cruel reſentment, She revolved 
in her mind the means of revenging herſelf ; her 
wicked diſpoſition ſuggeſted. to her, that ſhe 
dugbt to diſſemble, and endeavour to recall 
D D*Eftivel, in order to have it in her power to 
punith them both for deceiving her. 
too good an opinion of herſelf. to doubt of 
ſucceſs; ſhe conſulted her glaſs by way of pre- 
Jude, put on ſome agreeable airs, ; | exerciſed. her 
eyes, and then went to the room where t de 
company generally met, expecting D* Eel 
would 'be there before dinner according to 
cuſtom. 

As to the Counteſs, ſhe ſoon faw through 
D' Eftivals diſcourſe ; ſhe found his. jealouſy had 
' diſcovered him, and that her daughter was the 
_ divinity to whom- he ſacrificed: : A word that 
dropped from D'E/tival let her into the ſecret, 
and convinced her ſhe was made 4 property 
but upon reflection ſhe was perplexed : hy 
"ſhould he pretend to love her? Her daughter 
was not under any ſuch reſtraint, as to be 
obliged to have recourſe to fuch ſtratagems, this 


ſhe was deſirous to unravel on the ſpot, and re- 


ſolved to e e the bettet to effect 
| ; ſigns, 


her de- 
AA Eftivab, ſurpriſed at the Counteſi's 
remaining 
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remaining ſilent for ſome moments whilſt ſhe 
made theſe reflections, aſked very reſpectfully 
* what was the matter, and whether he had 


44 been ſo unfortunate as to incur her dif- 


&* pleaſure ?” No, Sir, anſwered ſhe, © I reſpe&t 


and value you very much, but I have a 


* ſcheme in my head; I ſhall require a ſacrifice 
© at your hands, You have ſaid a hundred times 
you love me, and that there is nothing in the i 


© world you would not do to convince me of 


© it; what I expect from you is of conſequence, 
© and will coſt you dear, if you really love me 
© in the manner you have proteſted: Conſider, 
© before J go any. farther, conſult your own: 
* breaſt, have you dealt ſincerely with me? and 
and may Irely on your proteſtations? D' E/ti- 


val, ſurprized at this preamble, and called on to 


confirm what he had ſo often vowed, was 


obliged to comply. © Well then,* continued 


the Counteſs, if ſo, I may rely on your com- 


_ © pliance and regard for me. his reſtores my 


* tranquillity, and inclines me to open my heart 
© with the greater confidence: Be very attentive,, 
© | beg, and if you have a real reſpect for me, 
© do not interrupt what I am going to ſay. 

© I am ſatisfied of your great merit, conti- 
nued the Counteſs, looking earneſtly on D' 


tival; and if I had only conſulted my own ſatiſ- 


© faction, ſhould not have heſitated in rewarding 
it; but after five and twenty one ought to 
© conſider things more attentively, and-foreſeg 


© the conſequences too much precipitation 
might draw after it, and the repentance it 


might occaſion, Though am nor account- 


able to any one, and may marry when | pleaſe, 


C 4 © I have 
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have thus long deferred uſing my liberty. T 
* love my daughter as much as a mother ought, 
but if 1 indulge my inclination for you, it will 
prevent her being ſo well provided for, as J am 
© not too old fo have children ; for in that caſe, 
© inſtead of being a great fortune, ſhe would be- 
© come a very moderate one: This is the eſ- 
ſential point, and on which, after making 
due reflections, I came to a reſolution, very 
plain, as you will ſee, but the whole world 
ſhall not prevail on me to chanze it. 
I] am willing te marry you, if you will ac- 
cept of me with my bare jointure, that is 
without including what | deſign for my 
daughter : this will be but little, and as your 
circumſtances are but moderate, I ſhall be the 
firſt to adviſe you, not to conſult the paſſion 
ou ſeem to have for me, but to do better; 
and let reafon, not love, guide us both, I have 
an affection for you, I ſacrifice it to a mater- 
nal tenderneſs, and offer you my daughter; 
marry her, ſhe is rich and handſome; it will 
colt me dear, but I ſhall have the comfort of 
having done my duty-and given my daughter 
and you an opportunity of making each other 
happy. Such is my plan, ry Morn enough 
no doubt, but new it is laid down to you, 
there is nothing to be done, but to come to a 
refolution once for all; you fee the affair turns 
on this point, either to marry me without any 
thing, being determined not to injure . my 
daughter, or to marry Madame d Elbieux, 
notwithſtanding your affection for me, and 
you and I never to ſee each other more : You 
mult reſolve either one way or other, theſe 
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e being my intentions; to- morrow at this hour | 
„f exp ect. your final anſwer So much time I 
M allow you). that nothing may be cbneluded on 
© in a hurry. ng this the — i 5 retired to 
her clolef, leaving. Pival aſtoni ed at what 
he had heard, and N20 perplexed how to act in 
'fo critical an option, "which called for all the wit 
be was maſter of. | 
"The affair'appeared to be of ſuch importance, 
that he was convinced he ought to weigh it with 
the greateſt attention; to this purpoſe he order- 
ed a horſe to be ſaddled, and went home, that 
he might deliberate without interruption. . Go» 
ing out of the Caſtle, he was obſerved by Ma- 
demoi ſelle q Elbieux from a window; ſhe was 
much ſurpriſed at it, he never going away before 
without taking leave of her: This behaviour 
confirmed her ſuſpicions; pride and felf-love 
were ſo far humbled, that a fgh enſued, and for 
the firſt time ſhe felt an unuſual emotion, never 
having known what love was before ; but now, : 
it repreſented D' E/tival as an amiable lover, and 
with whom ſhe might have been happy, had her 
mother ſuffered them to have been united. All 
his good qualities preſenting themſelves, re- _ 
minded her of his ardent addreſſes, and ſhe was 
partial enough to think them fincere, and her- X 
ſelf beloved; ſhe concluded her mother had de- 7 
prived her of this conqueſt, an l, being taken 
with her lover, had ſeduced him from her, and 
| obliged him to alter his behaviour in her regard; 
upon this ſhe conceived a hatred againſt her for 
ſuch cruel proceedings. After various reflections 
ſurpaſſing each other in bitterneſs, ber high 


| N hurried ** into a notion, that on fuch an 
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occaſion the bounds of decency were to he 
_ trampled under foot, and no expedient left un- 
tried, to prevent being fooled in this adventure, 
Fully ſatisfied on this head ſhe retired to her 
chamber, and wrote to D*Eft:val, telling him, 
that the next day before her mother was ſtirring, 
the would make a viſit to a relation in a me 
naſtery about a league diſtant z that he would 
, oblige her in giving her a meeting in the way, 
the having fomething of importance to com- 
. municate to him: She coneluded with aſſuring, 
that he would have reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
the interview ſhe propoſed, 0 |, _ _ 
This note ſhe gave a farmer's ſon, who was 
devoted to her, and paying him beforehand, in- 
ſifted upon ſecrecy in delivering it and bringing 
back the janſwer. This young fellow, for all 
- his ſimplicity, after quitting Mademoi ſelle q E}- 
_ bieux, was ſenſible of the conſequence of what 
. he was going to do, and heſitated ſome time 
how he ought to behave : As his education had 
been better than uſual, and he continually at the 
Caſtle, he bad ſeen more of the world than 
others of his rank; he was . ſenſible, as I 
aid, of the conſequence of what was re- 
' quired of him, and. dreading the Fon 
xeſentment, if he ſhould carry on ſueh an affair 
without her knowledge, he reſolved. to fbew he 
letter to his lady, and affuring her that however 
ber daughter might reſent it, he would hazard 
any thing, rather than be wanting in his duty 
to her. „ 
The Counteſs doubly rewarded his fidelity, 
above what her daughter had given him, and 
mightily commended his honeſty. Upon ns 


= 


the billet; ſhe was extremely ſ wind and longed: 


to know the motive oß ſuch an appointment: In - 
— to penetrate into this myſtery, ſhe deter- 
mined to write another, and ſend it inſtead of 
her daughter's, to change the time and place of- 
rendezvous ; ſhe appointed a place in the park, 
where a door opened upon a fountain, andifixed: 
the latter end of the night for the time of meet- 
ing; ſhe added there were reaſons for it, as he 
| ſhould ſoon be convinced. 
| When this was wrote, ſhe ſent it by the ſame- 
perſon her daughter had pitched upon, charging: 
him to bring her D' EHival's anſwer. He was no: 
ſooner gone, but ſhe was terribly dejected, re- 
flecting a thouſand times how ſhe ought to behave: 
in a conjuncture, where ſhe was doubly con- 
cerned, and endeavouring to find out the cauſe of 
this ſudden ſtep of her daughter's. . At firſt, ſhe 
imputed it to the converſation ſhe had. with, 
D' Eftival, which her daughter having diſ- 
covered, had taken ſomething into her head after 
her lover was gone, and had a mind to impart it 
to him; all this only increaſed her vexation. 
She did not hate D* E/tival, but after the ſincere 
declaration ſhe had made him in their laſt con- 
verſation, ſhe was extremely nettled that he 
ſhould ſacrifice her to her daughter, and preſume- 
to form any ſchemes without conſulting her. 
The peaſant was highly pleaſed. at his own: 
——_— on this occaſion ; and went merrily on: 
his errand, expecting a treble gratification, in» - 
ſtead of one for his treachery ; not doubting in 
the leaſt, but H. d Eftival would reward him 
very amply for his trouble. Theſe pleaſing: 


refloctions accompanied him on his journey, and: 
% &Q. meeting: 


— 
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meeting witha tavern he went in to take a glaſs 
as he was fluſh of money. But it often happens 
when a man is agreeably engaged, he cannot 
always give out at pleaſure 3 inſtead of one, 
he drank ſeveral, and followed it ſo cloſe, that, 

having none of the ſtrongeſt heads, theliquor over- 


|  - powering him, he was obliged to go to ſleep, 


and did not wake for four hours. By this 
time it was dark night, which made him Wen 
repent his indiſcretion; however, he comforted 
Himſelf with thinking to make up the loſt time 

with his haſte, and to invent fome excuſe for 
what had happened contrary to his intention. 
But one would imagine falſhood is always at- 
tended with il|-luck ; the peafant went a league 
too far, loſt his way, and inſtead of MA. dE 

trval's, he went to Mr. Deftearneaux's houſe. 
He had never been at either of them, and was 
only guided by the directions he received. Be- 
lieving himſelf right, he afked the firſt ſervant 
he met in the court, if his maſter was at home? 
As there was no name on the note, he was an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, and his bufineſs en- 
quired, for that the gentleman was eome tired 
from hunting, and gone to bed, and that it was 
impoſſible to ſee him. The farmer's ſon would 
| have willingly delivered the note himſelf; but 
not to loſe time, which was precious, and i in- 
tending to make amends for his fault by a ſpeedy 
return, he gave it to the ſervant, begging him 
to bring an anſwer Immediately. 

The maſter of the houſe was not a little ſur- 
yrized at the meſſage and its contents; ic was 
Ar. Deſtorgarons, the gentleman ſportſman to 
n ; lademoiſeils 4 Eibieux had ſhewn ſo 
much 
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much regard, to make D' E/tival uneaſy. M.. 


Deſtourneaux had too much vanity to ponder 


long on the billet he received; he flattered him- 


| ſelf on the-occaſion, and attributed to his own 


merit the appointment made him ; accordingly, 


he preſently returned an anſwer in a very polite and 
grateful manner, promiſing to be there at the time, 
and then expreſs how ſenſible he was of the high 


favour with which ſhe was pleaſed to diſtin- 
euiſh him. Defourneaux was a great reader of 
romances, and conſequently there is no room 
to doubt of the energy of his ſtile and expreſ- 


n | 


Mademoiſelle d Elbieus's meſſen ger was well 


' pleaſed with his generoſity; though Deſtaur- 
neuux was ſordidly covetous, he thought he 
_ muſt do ſomething extraordinary on ſuch an 
.- occaſion, and ordered a handſome gratification, 


The peaſant made ſo much haſte back, that he 


reached the Caſtle before they were gone to bed ; 
which might eaſily happen, ſince both the 


Counteſs and her daughter had reaſons not to be 


too early, having ſuch an intereſting affair on 
their hands. 5 
The Counteſs apprebenſive, and not without 


cauſe, leſt her daughter ſhould ſee the farmer's 
ſon firſt, had pretended to go to bed, but order- 


ed Du Parc, the old waiting woman mentioned 


before, to watch the peaſant's arrival, and art- 
fully prevent his being ſeen by her daughter. 


_ Theſe orders were ſo well executed, that, for 
all Mademoiſelle d Elbieux's diligence, the anſwer 


was carried to the Counteſs before ever her 


daughter knew of his return. By the tender- 


neſs of the billet, the Counteſs judged D' Ei] 
mare 


(hom ſhe thought the author) to have a large 
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mare of her daughter's affections, and that he 
Was as deeply in love on his fide. This dif. 
eovery drewa ſigh from her; ſhe blamed in her 
mind D* Eftival and her daughter, regretting 
very bitterly her kindneſs for them, which they 
' Fepaid with ſo much ingratitude. In order to 
| Have her revenge, and not to be their dupe, 
| ſhe dictated a note to the farmer's ſon, in which: 
& Eftival thanked her daughter in the moſt ten- 
der manner for the ſingular. favour ſhe did him, 
in giving him a private meeting; but repreſented: 
to her, at the ſame time, the hazard ſhe run in: 
going from home on ſuch. an affair : He pro-- 
poſed the park-gate and fountain, as had been: 
mentioned in the fictitious note, which Deſtour-- 
beaux had received; the change was introduced 
ſo handſomely, and ſuch plauſible reaſons al- 
ledged, that Mademoiſele q Elbicus could not: 
poſſibly take it amiſs. | | 
It is eaſily perceived, that the Cownte/s by this. 
plot wanted an opportunity. to be near the place 
of meeting, in order to hear what paſſed, with- 
out being concerned or diſcovered hy D' Eſtiwval. 
or her daughter: For through her artful coun- 
terſeiting the billets, ſhe expected D*Eſtival/ 
would come zccording. to his miſtreſs's appoint- 
ment; and her daughter, informed by the an- 
- fwer ſhe received where he would be, of. courſe: 
would repair thither. The contrivance was not: 
amiſs, the Counteſs: did not: want for cunning,. 
as hid plainly appeared on ſeveral: occaſions. . 
* Mademoiſelle d Elbicux at laſt received. the an- 
ſwer, and began io chide her meſſenger for his 
long ſtay ; but he excuſed himſelf by alledging, 
that M. d E ſtiual was hunting, which * 
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him to wait his return. After reading the bil- 


let, ſhe pr epared for the meeting; but in order 
to prevent any ſuſpicion, if ſhe ſhould be ſeen-» 
going through the gardens, ſhe acquainted her 
maid, whom ſhe could truſt, with the deſign, 
and as foon as the farmer's ſon was out of the. 
way, they went from her TO, as the- 
time drew near for meeting her lover; at tlie 
place appointed, The ſat down on a ſeat of green 
turf near the gate, and coughed by way of 
ſignal in cafe he ſhould be arrived firſt, The 
Caunteſs, who was already there behind a tree, 
DD Nn 8 

was overjoyed to find ſhe was ſo well placed, as 
to hear every word in the. approaching, conver- 
lation: I ough ſhe was naturally fond of her 
daughter, yet her behaviour and falſe heart had 
made ſuch deep impreſſions, that ſhe determined; 
to take an ample revenge and puniſh her ſeverely ;. 
| but ſhe was deſirous to detect her in the fact, 
that the equity of her proceedings might not 


# © 


be cBnjaied, o T0 
As 0 OLIN, ale Fond was turned 
with the billet ſent in 1dademiſelle d' Elbieus's. 
name, he came according to the appointment: Any: 
other would have uſed all manner of precautiqn, 
to prevent being diſcovered; but, whether 
through fear, or to give notice of his arrival, 
be hemmed, he ſung, and entered the park 
270490 DAS 3 18 tp} B13 dond. 7697 4 

with as much confidence, as if it had been broad: 
day, or there had bèen no reaſons for privacy. 
This nettled Mademoiſelle d Ebi eus, and made 
her imagine, that ſuch behaviour was owing to- 
his contempt of her, and was on the point r 
retiring: Her diſdain might perhaps have gone 
farther 5 but her maid appeaſed her with ſayinng 
Ai | | | ſomething 


a 
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ſomething n flattered her. vanity, as is uſual 

with ſuch creatures, and ſhe determined to ffay; 

not without a firm reſolution to rattle the ſpark 

(whom ſhe took for D' Eſtival) and reproach 2 

him, as his indiſcretion juſtly deſerved. ©. 

Though day- break was at hand, the e obſcurityof 

of the wood was ſuch, that there was no diſ- 

cerning any objects, and had not Deſtourneaus 

been ſo unthinking as to ſing as he came along, 

it would have been impoſſible to diſcover him. 

Mademoi ſelle d'Elbieux ſtepped forward to, meet 

him, Really, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe in a low voice, 

retiring again to her ſeat; toe” wonder at you; 

© ſhouldT go and never ſce you more, you would 
be rightly ſerved.” © How js this? replied 

' Deſcourneaux very confidently, © What have 

I done, my charmer, to deſerve this repri- 

% mand? If I did not come fooner——” 
© That is not the bnſineſs, replied Mademoiſelle 

© Elbieux very ſharply, It is in vain to-pretend 
not to underſtand ine: Doubileſs you deſign 
to draw hither the whole family to be wit- 
neſs to what 1 am going to ſay, or rather that 
you may not be forced to ſtay too Tong with 
me: I ſuppoſe by your noiſe you have a mind 
.to give my mother notice of your being. here, 
to enjoy her dear company, and be rid of 
mine; but be not deceiyed, 1 know. how to 
| revenge myſelf once for all, 508 70 


* » * 
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Doſtcurneaux, who. comp 8 3 
of all this, iwore he had no deſigii to make her 
uneaſy; that what, ſhe, complained of Was « 
- cuſtoms, he had, but far from the gh. he 0 
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hinted at, Can you ou think me abi faid 
he, „of giving you the leaſt diſturbance ? And 
& as. to your mother, do you imagine I am ſg 
“e foolich as to have any regard for her? An 
c old coquet, that has no other merit than 
6% that of being mother to the moſt lovely 
« creature in the world. If the poor woman 
with her paint, her patches, and her faded 
ce charms, aims at any thing more {he is miſ- 
& taken: Her airs have loſt their force, and 
« you muſt banter to pretend to imagine any thing 
« elſe. But let us leave this ſubject, my dear,“ 
continued Deſtournedux in a picaſant tone.“ Time 
<« is precious, and it ſhall not be my fault, if it 
js not better empl-yed.?” 

Deſtourneaux's expreſſions made 22 2 | 
d Elbieux laugh, eſpecially the ſatirical ſtrokes 
aimed at her mother ! Nothing could be more 
effectual towards appeaſing her reſentment, as it 
was a regale peculiarly adapted to her taſte; in- 
ſtead of ſilencing him, ſhe gave occaſion to re- 
peat them in a ſeverer and louder ſtrain: I am 
* ſurprized* ſaid the, © to hear you expreſs your- 
* ſelf thus concerning my mother, your ſenti- 
ments and deſigns in her regard being no ſecret 
tome, nay, of which I have been a ee 
« As to that Mademoiſelle,” faid he raiſing his 
voice ſo as to be heard very diſtinctly, “ you muſt 
certainly jeſt with me. J a paſſion for the Count- 
« s, © If you really imagine I ever had any de- 
* tigns on her antiquated carcaſe you are much 
* deceived: No Mademoi ſelle, be aſſured I never 
loved her, nor had the leaſt inclination that 
© way: I am in love, it is true, but it is with 
your charming perſon, for the poſſeſſion of 
«© which 1 would ſacrifice every thing 3 


- 
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1 dear to me. For the future baniſhm=m—_ 
That will not be ſo eaſily done,” replied ſhe 
 Interrupting him with a myſterious air; © you la- 
© bourin vain if you endeavour to convince me 
| © of it. As to your pretenſions to me, which 
you have ſo oftenurged, and repeat now per- 
© haps only to deceive me a fecond time, and 
* ſacrifice me anew, they will not paſs ; I have 
© undeniable proofs that you are ſecretly under 
© engagements ; theſe I expect you to make a 
© ſacrifice of to me, and that in ſuch a manner 
© as to make me perfectly eaſy. Confider, Sir,” 
cvatinued ſhe very heartily, thinking ſhe talked 
all this while to D Eftzval, * whether I am worth 
© your breaking with her that gives me this un- 
© eafineſs, and declaring to her in expreſs terms, 
© and to which I mutt be a witneſs, that you 
never loved her, and that if you pretended it, 
© you had good reaſons for what you did: This 
done, I may believe your proteſtations, and if 
© if you verki 


ſt in loving me, may liſten to 
_ © what my heart will plead in your behalf.“ 
If the Counteſs was aſtoniſhed at her daughter's 
_ malice, Ar. Deſtoirneaux was no leſs fo, at 
what he heard concerning his ſecret engage- 
ments. At firſt, he had imagined this appoint- 
ment was owing to the young lady's deſire of 
_ ſecrecy, and his perſonal merit. Selt-love is: 
always forward; but itill he could never be ſo 
fupid as to think ſhe could. deſign any thing 
| folid, bad as his, circumſtances were, and his 
conduct ſo much exclaimed againſt, ever ſince: 


bis father's death, who left him his own maſter 


too ſoon, that he durſt not offer marriage to any 
one, for fear of. being rejected. with ſcorn. Hav- 
ws 2 ä | | ang. 
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ing done himſelf Juſtice, in thinking he deſerved 
no better than to marry his maid, he apprehended 
that the engagements Mademorſelle Elbiaua 
mentioned, was, that fatal piece of ill-manage» 
ment, and which was touched upon to try his 


« } 


aw 3 being perſuaded of this, he thought 


he muſt act without diſguiſe : <4 I will not deny, 
« Mademoiſelle,” ſaid he, that I am under en- 
“ gagements, as you ſay, I own them; but, if 
<« throwing therm aſide will convince you how 
“ jealous I am of your favour, ' I promiſe you 
<« ſhall never hear of them more.” We (hall 
© ſee,” replied Mademoiſelle ¶ Elbizux,” © whether 
© you keep your word. To-morrow,”' cried 
Deftourneaus, the buſineſs ſhall be diſpatched. 
« Apreed,” continued he, ſeizing one of her 
hands, which ſhe drew away. To-morrow I 
| © break with her for ever, and am entirely 
„yours: Receive this kiſs as a pledge.” Not 
© fo faſt,” teried Mademorſelle q Ellieux, be- 
T have, as you ought, or I am gone; you have 
learned am ill cuſtom; this reminds me of what 
© T diſcovered between you and the perſon I ſpoke 
© of; ſhe might have her reaſons to allow of ſuch 
© freedoms, . but I have a thouſand to behave 
ET re i ns nets 
Now I think on it,” continued ſhe, with a 
malicious ſmile; on ſincerely what terms 
„ bed are, upon with her; I fancy things have 
been carried farther than I at firſt magined— 
© You heſitate, continued ſhe, '* may I not be 
* truſted, or do you diſſemble in order to im- 
© poſe on me a ſecond time? Speak, come to a. 


© reſolution, I will know the truth, or be gone 


j reer N 
and never ſee me more. 7. 
1411.1 Deſſe 1 
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Deſtournenur was cruelly. perplexed. at- this 
havoc: _He could*nor rightly. conceive what 


 Mademoiſelie q Elbieux aimed at; he was per- 


ſuaded theſe queries related to his ſecret engage- 


ments, but he could not underſtand that ſhe had 


been a witneſs to any of his interviews, this 
confounded him; all he could gather was, that 
ſhe knew more of his private marriage than he 
Was aware ot, that ſhe was in love with him, 
and that for fear he ſhould conceal any thing, 
ſhe pretended to have made theſe diſcoveries: 
With this notion, he anſwered. accordingly, 
mM only ſerved: to increaſe the perplexity. 
The jelt of all this was, theſe two were at 
croſs queſtions. Deſtourneaus ſpoke of his wife, 
Made moi ſelie 4 Elbieux of her mother, and as 
for the Counteſs the was quite at a loſs; and, 
defirous to underſtand what they talked of, drew 
nearer, and was more attentive than ever. 
1 ſhould think myſelf much abliged,” an- 
ſwered Deftourneaus, & if you would not inſiſt 


on my acknowledging a weakneſs, of which 


00 I am more aſhamed than ever, and which 


e muſt be diſagreeable,. without furniſhing any 


thing to divert you.“ That is nothing, 
cried ſhe, interrupting him haſtily; I will 


know the whole affair; and. unleſs you will 
* diſoblige-me, you muſt not omit the leaſt cir- 


© cumſtance.” 


„Well then, to ſatisfy you” repli ed he, «7 
e own we are married.” © You are married!“ 
Fried ſhe, interrupting him again; and dare to 
make your addreſſes to me] No wonder my 
mother was ſo indulging :. You have ſaid 


: be Sir, I deare to, know no more ; had 


«7 imagined 
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=, rmagined 55 much, I. ſhovld not have, 2 
1. 1 ex ed myſelf; farewell for ever; Lwiſh you 


„but ler ME hear no more of it.” "Saying 
* words, at which | Deſtourneaux was th under- 


ſtruck, the 'ah her maid took to their heels, ; 


leaving him and the Counteſs ſo amazed at this 

concluſion,” that they retired, without bei 

able to comprehend the range. things they h had 

heard Any one, on ſuch an, occaſion, would 
have been equally perplexed. 

It was very odd in this puzzling nano, 
| that nobody uſpected the ſource of theſe divert- 
ing miſtakes : The Counteſs returned with a firm 
belief that it was O' Eſtival who. came thither : 
_ Deſtourneaux went away fully perſuaded that the 
meeting was deſigned for hi; and Mademoiſelle 
4 Elbieus retired to her apartment, well ſatisfied 
that her mother was married to D' E ſtiual, and 
| herſelf impoſed on by his addreſſes. All this 
was owing to the darkneſs of the night: The 
ſound of the voice, which might have bgen of 
ſervice, was of no uſe, | becauſe the maid inſiſted 

on their ſpeaking very low :* All together, as one 
may re, aot-b 3 very diverting confe- 
quences. 

We ſhall give the remainfer of this affair by . 
and by, not to be wanting to order. Dinner, 
which my aunt ſerved up, interrupted my father 
in this part; what regards myſelf, is too urgent 
to give place to what belongs to others. 

It was with ſome difficulty.! prevailed with 
my parents to ſit down. I longed prodigiouſly 

to mention myſelf, without raiſing any ſuſpicion 
how much I was concerned; my aunt gave me 
an e by A them, when ſhe ſet 
on 
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inde deſert, —_ ann from me? 
an air jp regal ſuch a eftic ni: 91 beard, 
s indeed, that ſhe: was for- fome time ina con- 
vent not far from'us,:: bygoe who was then a 
ic penſioner there, but no lives about a league 
40 from our village; but ſhe added, that when 
* Mademoiſtile ¶ Elbieux came thither, my 
„ daughter diſappeated; and that is the laſt. ac- 
& count I had of her.“ Peroriving. the diſ- 
courſe! was like to reſt there; I. revived it, by 
afking. * How is it poſſible your daughter ſhould 
"© omit acquainting you where ſhe was; In all 
© appearance,” continued I, ſhe was uſed un- 
' © kindly by you, or elſe ſhe would have behaved 
other wiſe. Far from it, Madam, replied 
my father, .** ſhe was ſpoiled with too much 
4% fondneſs, und would always have her own 
4 Way; to this: it is _ owe. all the vexations 
- $.ſhe has brought upon us: Where ſhe is, or 
1: aer the! employs: Ferfel, 1 know not; but ſhe 
© muſt one day anſwer to Ged for all the tears 
her obſtinacy has drawn from her mother's 
eyes: Fot my part, I am come to a re- 
« ſolution, and abandon her to her, unhappy 
wo fate.** / ; Joy © ek. 7. 7. 
Good God! John, * 10 n 
| wiping away the tears which. ſhe could not hide ; 
e muſt hope that Heaven will open her eyes; 
you ought not thus to throw the helve aſter 
od Dibe Hatchet. How do we know, after all, but 
{© ſhe may ary {6 much. to blame as s they pre- 
x W þ 'Your|:fon-in-law has too mch credit 
u ith you. Ay, chat is juſt like you,” re- 


+ ye! my father ſomethivg Peeyiſbiy, you are 
01 always 
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cc always throwing Colin and your daughter in 
4c my teeth; it is not they that occaſion theſe 
'« ſtories of her, but her own bad conduct and 
e ill humours. Has ſhe ever ſent us any tidings 
« ſince ſhe went away? Go, you are a fooliſh 
« woman, to lament her thus every day; it is 
„ more than ſhe deſerves; if you would be 
cc ruled by me, never mention her name. Look 


""* Js huſband,” replied my mother, nobody 


© ſhould be condemned unheard ; for all you can 
© fay, my daughter ever had an honeſt heart, and 
© inclined to virtue; I would lay any wager, 
© where ſhe her own miſtreſs, ſhe would give 
© us evident proofs of it; but, as they ſay, the 
© abſent are always to blame, and when people 
© are down, down with them.“ © True enough,” 


replied my aunt very-piteouſly, © witneſs 70h 


« Belanger, our ringer; the great bell was no 
„ ſooner broke, but in ringing the other, the 
© ſteeple fell upon him.“ 


The gravity with which this ſilly compariſon 
was , uttered, made me laugh very heartily ; 
Barbara, as well as my father and mother, ap- 


„ 


peared ſo confounded, that I was obliged to 
. make an apology for my mirth. People in low 
life, when before thoſe they think are much their 
betters, always fancy themſelves the ſubject of 
ridicule; a great deal of caution muſt be uſed to 
. their being affronted. I made amends 


y an obliging behaviour, for my indiſcretion, 


Which was ſoon forgot; in order to make myſelf 
again the ſubje of their converſation, I like,“ 
ſaid I to my aunt, your taking your niece's 
_ © part; for by the character her mother has given 
- , © of her, I am intereſted in her behalf, and am 


© perſuaded. 
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© perſuaded ſhe would, . without very dd rea: 
« fons for the dontrary, have given before now 
convincing proofs of her affection and duty: 

* Appearances are not always to be relied on, 
© as they are often deceitful.” © You are very 
„ good, Madam, replied my mother, looking 
ſtedfaſtly on me, which ſhe had not ventured ta 


do before; to take my poor Jenny's part. If 
I had been believed, people would have had 


© the fame opinion of her, and ſu'pended their 


* cenſures; but every one has not your good 
4 ſenſe.” Saying this, my good-natured dear 
mother could not avoid melting into tears, nature 
"exerted herſelf; and the meeting of our eyes 
doubtleſs Rirred the ſympathy of our hearts. we 


both cried. | By pretending buſineſs in my cloſet, 


I prevented any diſcovery on my fide, and ſtaid 
there till 1 had recovered myſelf. I could hear 
my father blame her tenderneſs and tears. She 
excuſed herſelf, by alledging the great reſemblance 
between her daughter and me, which made ſuch 
an impreſſion, ſhe faid, that ſhe could not re- 


* frain from crying, My father owned he was of. 


the ſame opinion, and, if he had durſt, would 
© have mentioned it. After this, their diſeoutle 
tan upon who I was, and my way of life. My 
” aunt extolled me to the ſkies, and ſaid, that at 
Court, Where ſhe had been with me, none but 
perſons of quality viſited me, moſt of them my 
near relations; and as to my conduct, no Nun 
ever lived more regular. Then ſhe deſcanted 


on my good hature and generoſity; the told them 


T permitted her to fit down to table with me, 
and was ſo ſweet-tempered, that whenever ſhe 


did any 82 about me, 1 always thanked Ny 
Y 
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My father and mother congratulated with her 
on her good fortune, adviſing her to cultivate 
it; that as for their parts, they were far from 
being ſo happy, — hardly able to ſubſiſt, 

eſpecially after being robbed of two good cows, 


which. was their main ſupport, This went to 


my heart, and I reſolved to relieve my dear 
parents in their neceſſities, but ſo as not to diſ- 
cover myſelf, or give them the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
In order to this, when I returned to them, 1 
mentioned the reliſh I had for the country, and 
an inclination to ſpend ſome months there. 1 
had no ſooner ſtarted this ſubject, but poor Bar. 
barn, who doated on her village, ſaid, that “ if 
© | continued in fo good a reſolution, their vil- 
© lage muſt be the place; that it was the beſt 
air and fineſt — — in all the country.“ 
0 Very likely I may go there, ſaid I, being 


8 ordered to "Irink milk for ſome months, and 


© if your brother and ſiſter will be ſo good as to 
0 comply with what I ſhall deſire, I ſhall not defer 
© the journey much longer.“ © Be fo good!” 
cried Barbera, in a tranſport; go, go; I Will 
2 r. for them; you need only ſpeak your 
« mi My father and mother aſſured me 
they were ready to ſerve me, and thought them- 
ſelves happy to have it in their power. I am 
much beholden to you” ſaid I, for your good 
will, and take you at your word; but I muſt 
« deſire you to buy me two young cows, that the 
© milk may be the better. I fhall alſo give you 
money to furniſh a chamber; and as ] am fond 
of country amuſements, you mult lay out a 
s ſum of money which I defign for purchaſing 
a little flock of 2 My father, mother, 
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and Barbara flared, and liſtened with all their 
ears; but, without giving them time to reply, I 
pulled out my purſe, arid counted down fifty 

iſtoles, with which I had furniſhed myſelf, be- 
ides a rouleau of five-and-twenty Lauit d'Ors. 
© There,” ſaid Ito my mother, giving her the. 
money ; © that is for the cows and their proviſion, 
and what is in that paper is for furniſhing your 
© room, which will ſerve ' me when J come, 
© and in my abſence you may ule it yourſelves.” 


My father and mother were ſo ſurprized, that 


their acknowledgments betrayed their confuſion. 
To end them, I roſe, faying I had letters to 
write, and retired to my cloſet, with a ſatisfation 
that convinced me there cannot be a greater plea- 
ſure than to confer a benefit, and acquit our- 


ſelves worthily of our duty. 


When my father and mother were gone, and 


I had recovered from the emotion their preſence 


occaſioned, | wrote.to St. Fal; I thought proper 
to acquaint him with his uncle's viſit, and the 
converſation which had paſled ; I aſked his advice 
on that ſubject; and, in order to have an oppor- 
tunity of acquainting him with the ſituation of 
my mind, I praiſed his. honourable and diſinter- 
efted behaviour, which I knew fo well, that I 
would not diſſemble my uneaſineſs in regard of 
his couſin, which, I told him, was not to be ex- 
preſſed; I begged, on that account, to hear from 


bim very ſpeedily, and that he would hide no- 


thing from me. 


After writing a long letter, and. ſending it to 


the poſt, I took up a book to amuſe my melan- 
cCholy. I had commenced philoſopher, and ad- 


vanced daily in the knowledge of mytelf; I found 


by 
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by experience, that to conquer one's-ſelf, re- 
courſe muſt be had to amuſement. At firſt every 
thing that thwarts our inclinations, is irkſome z 
but the mind accuſtoms itſelf to ſubjection, where 
courage is not. wanting; reaſon, and a imall 
ſhare of reſolution, will carry the point. 
I faid, I had ſent to the poſt, and conſequently 
wasleft alone; in the mean time ſomebody came 
to the door; night was coming on, and ] did not 
think proper to anſwer, much leſs to open the 
door. Nevertheleſs, I was very defirous to know 
who it could be. When one lives in continual 
expectation, and under any uneaſinets, every 
thing raiſes, the ſpirits: If this ſhould be, ſaid I 
to myſelf, a letter from Sr Fal, or an expreſs 
with urgent bulineſs, it would grieve me exceed- 
ingly to be the occaſion of his going away again, 
Prepoſſeſſed with this foolith notion, I could not 
refrain ſatisfying my curioſity: When they 
knocked a ſecond time, I drew near the door and 
aſked their buſineſs! To fpeah a word with your 
miſtreſs, they anſwered. I hat would you have 
with her? continued I. Lord! open the door, they 
xeplied, his Grace is c:ming up. i thought proper 
to be ſilent upon this; a great light ſhewed ma, 
through the key-hole, a Nobleman, whom T 
knew to be the Dute of ——. I con- 
cluded the viſit was deſigned to me, and trembled 
for fear; but hearing him fav, You miſtake the 
door, that is not Junia's apariment, | began to re- 
cover and returned, thaiking Heaven that I had 
been fo cautious. Upon this account, as ſoon 
as Barbura returned, | reiterated my commands 
not to open the door without acquainting me z 
I began to, dread the effects of chauce, and re- 
D* 3 * lolved 


32 The — Maid, 


' folved to de fo much upon my guard, as to have 
Ro occaſion to repent my want of foreſight. 
I know not whether I had a furmiſe of what 
was to befall me; but inftead of any apprehen- 
fion of ſeeing the old Margueſs, I remember, 
the day he promiſed to come, I waited for him 
with great impatience ; the great deſigns, he ſaid 
he had in my behalf, ſoothed, even againſt 


| Inclination, a certain elevation of mind, which 


raiſed my hopes far above what I had reaſon to 
expect; and when I had wearied myfelf with 
vexation, my relief was to feed on theſe pleaſ- 
ing dreams. Who would have imagined they 
could ever have been fo ful] y accomplithed 7 ? 

It was near fix in the evening; I began to 
think the Marqueſs would not keep his promiſe, 
when he appeared: He enquired in the politeſt 
manner after my health; and when I had fatif- 
fied him, he aſked if I was not tired with that 
lonely kind of life, which he judged muſt ſome- 
times prove iniupportable? | aſſured him, «I 
„ was never happier than when alone, and that 
% in working and reading I defeated the moſt 
<& uneaſy hours.” * You are very happy replied 
the Marqueſs, to be thus ſufficient to ou 
© ar your age one ſeldom finds ſo large a ſhare of 

* reafon and contempt of the world; but ſince 
it is ſo, no wonder you infpire fach ardent - 


*<-paſhons. Now we are upon this ſubject;“ 


continued he, without giving me time to reply 
you little think how great a luſtre you have 
© added to your charms and conduct. A perſon 
© turned of threeſcore, and of quality too, has 
© in his breaſt a great deſite of making your for- 
tune; ; he has entrutted ms with the fecret of 

his 
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ai his paſſion.; notwithſtanding his age, his com- 
* plaiſance and tenderneſs, which I can anſwer 
for will make him acc#5table : I endeavoured 
| © to perſuade him, that conſidering your good 
* ſenſe, he could run no hazard in addreſſing 
* himielf immediately to you; but he has no 
mind to diſcover himſelf, till he bas ſome hopes 
of not being rejected. Whilit the Marqueſs 
uttered this, his eyes were fixed upon me. 
looked down, and in the uncertainty of what to 
anſwer, or what was meant by all this, I thought 
the beit way would be to turn it to ridicule. 
© You have a great deal of wit, continued the 
Aargueſs, diſcovering my evaſion; and it is no 
© ealy matter to impoſe upon you. Nevertheleſs, 
* I folemaly ſwear, I am in earneſt; you pretend. 
© to think me in jeſt, but what I have told you 
© is matter of fact: We will ſay no more of it, 
* ſince you do not as yet think it worth your 
notice; perhaps hereafter a properer time may 
© offer itſelf, a lover of threeſcore mutt have 
© patience.” ES 

Sa.ing this, the old Afargueſs looked at me 
with an air of trouble and confuſion: 1 was at a 
Joſs what to think, or how to behave ; the lover 
he ipoke of, reiembled himſelf ſo well, that J 
was latisfied my conjectures were not wrong, 
eſpecially on calling tv mind what is ſon had 
oiten told me concerning his amorous diſpoſition; 
this thought made me grave in my turn, and 1 
reſolved not to underiiand him, to pre ent the 
riddle being explained, by giving bim artfully to 
'underitand, that I was averſe to all ſuch pro- 
poſals. This ſucceeded ; the AZargueſs, with all 
his cunning, ſeemed to be outwitted ; but this is: 
not the place to unravel the affair. To rerurn. 

| * 8 The 
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The converſation ran upon a different ſubject. 
The old Margueſs told me, he was labouring in 
my behalf at Court; that he had reminded the 
King of what he had done for me heretofore ; 
that this had given him an opportunity of men- 
tioning my merit, and grateful remembrance of 
the gratification with which I had been honoured ; 
that the Monarch, hearing the argues was 
my godfather, and that he eſpouſed my intereſt, 
did not ſeem very averſe to allowing me a penſion; 
that he was in hopes it would be ſuch as would 
maintain me, independently of foreign ſuccours. 
] muſt own I was much pleaſed with this piece 
of ſervice, my vanity found its account in it: 
One of my greateſt vexations was the neceliity 
I was under of being beholden to others, and 
without examining whether this was not a genere 
- ous artifice (as it was likely enough) for aſſiſting 
me, I thanked him very ſincerely for the good 
news. © The thing is not yet done, cried the 
f LAergueſs, charmed at the ſucceſs of his project; 
* but | do not doubt at my return to with you 
© joy of it: I ſhall be extremely pleaſed, con- 
tinued he, for I vow, I have nothing more at 
© heart than your intereſt.” . 
I anſwered in a proper manner to this compli- 
ment, It grew late, and Barbara came a ſccond 
time, to know if 1 would go to ſupper: The 
old Margreſs drew near with a refpecttul air 
which pleaicd me, and aſked very complaiſantly 
my leave to ſtay whilſt J ſupped. Alas! my 
Lord,“ aniwered I, fomething perplexed at 
his requeſt 3 © knowi:'g me ſo well as you do, is 
< it poſſible to refuſe you? © Certainly,” replied 
the Margue ſi, I conſider you in a light ſo dif- 
| cet - © ferent 
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ferent from what you imagine, that the leaſt 
hint from you, to me, is an order not to be 
diſputed ; as a proof of it, Iain ready to leave 
you, if you are fo unjuft as to think ine capa- 
ble of aſſuming a rigut to the leait co nplaliance 
on your fide; a lingie Word will Convince you; 
is my company unſeaſonable? 5 No, m 

66 Lord,“ replied l, obliging nim to fit down 
again, and charmed with tus poiiteneis 3 ** your 
«© behaviour deierves cven a greater re; Zard than 
«<< your quality, and encourage ine o far, that 
« T-almott dare pieſume to offer. my ſupper, 
& ſich as it is.“ An! you oblige me iufi- 
< nitcly,” replied the Aa gueſs, endcavouring to 
' kiſs my hand, which 4 dre from him; * this 
_* ſhews how char uiag a creature you are.“ The 
Marqueſs faid a tavuiand fine things beiides on 
this tuoject. Supper, waich was brougnt in, 
afford d a ſuſpenlion of compliments; 1 did the 
honours of my tavle pretty well, and may ven- 
ture to aſſirm, che Nobleman imbibed more love 
E: thai wine, though that was not ſpaied, he ſeems 
ing to reii.Þ it. 

If any preciſe woman ſhout blame my com- 
plaifance in admitting the 4arqueſs's private 
vitits, I hope ihe will condeſcend to inform me. 
how 1 ought to have behaved; Had the been in 
my place, perhaps ſhe had not come off fo well, 
Why thouid I Batter the Margueſs for his pro- 
bity? To pique him upon che point of hoavar z 
to prevent his taking undue liberties z ſuch an 
addreſs is exculable, and a woman is allowed to 
have recourſe to the like artilices, Wllen tiieir 
ſole aim is to make their innocence or virtue 


revered, 
D+:.. 16 


3 
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- there being a kind of equity in ſuch a behaviour. 
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I had no reaſon to repent of my conduct; the 


old Marqueſs was very gay, and made love, but 
with the fame reſpect as if I had been a woman 


of the firſt quality. He deſired a ſong, I com- 


Pliedz he made me a thoufand compliments on 


the ſubject; when the clock {truck eleven, of 
his own accord he ſaid, he would not mike me 
regret my eondeſcenſton, and that it was time 
for him to retire. I received this laft proof of 
his defence as I ought. and indeed it wap fo ac- 


-ceptable, that I decl-red my ſatisfaQion z after 


this he took leave, affuring me | thould never 
have the leaſt reaſon to complain of his paſſion, 
much lefs of his behaviour. | 

During eight days that he conſtantly viſited, 
I had no grounds for the leaſt ſuſpicion; ſome- - 
times we played at #c&tack, which he taught 
me; at other times he gave me an account of 
what paſſed at Court, This was an inexhauſtible 


ſubject. 1 muſt own this Nobleman's conver- 
ſation was fo intereſting, and amuſed me fo very 
much, that I was never tired with it. At firſt 


I] was upon the reſerve, apprehending his oblig- 
ing me to explain myſelf with reſpect to his fon, 


Which would have made me very uneaſy; but 
when | was freed from this care by his diſcretion, 
I ſcon behaved with my ufual chearfulneſs. It 
was not diſagrecable; my temper is pliable, and 
and eaſily accommodates itſelf to my company: 
J have often experienced this, and reflect with 


ſome pleaſure, that it has generally been reliſh- 


ed. Pride interfercs a little here, I aſk pardon; 


but if it is becoming to acknowledge our faults, 


is it not ſometimes allowable to mention our 


good qualities? In my opinion it ſhould be fo, 
On 
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On the eighth day the Mar gueſs informed me 
he was obliged to return to Court, and hat he 
ſhould not ſee me for a fortnight : © I ſwear,” 
faid he, no journey of a long time has given me 
© ſo much uneaſineſs: I am fo ufed to the pleaſure 
© of your company, that I ſuffer cruelly in tearing 
© myſelf: from you; never before could | know 
_© what dependence is, and if you think me ſin- 
© cere, you Will contribute to make it ſup- 
© portable ; there. _ be a method thought of 
© to render it ſo.“ The old Margqueſs, for the 
little time he had viſited me, had fo much ac-- 
cuſtomed me to this fort of diſcourſe, that I gave 
little regard to it. 8 
Te day following this farewell made me ſuf- 
fer in my turn: The Marqueſs, old as he was, 
had the talent of diverting me; when the hour 
came, at which he uſed to viſit, I was all alone, 
and gave myſelf up to melanchly and vexation: 
Time hung very heavy upon my hands; no 
news of St. Fal, and conſequently none of my 

lover. He was no longer guilty from tie time 
I knew his life expoſed, and every moment I. 
wearied Heaven with my vows for his ſafety. 

One morning, when trouble had waked me: 

ſooner than ordinary, I heard the relation of. 
ſomething that had paſſed in the army, with 3. 
liſt of the ſlain and wounded, cried about the 
Rreets.. This ſtruck a terror into. me, for fear- 
of finding the real caufe of my not. hearing: 
from. thoſe in whoſe behalf I intereſted. myſelf; 
however, I deſired my aunt to buy. it, and rev. 
ceived it with an aching heart. Barbara brought 
the hawker up with her; L aſked him whether 


$a. avout related any —_ that had. lately 


* 
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-paſſed, and night be depended upon? „ With- 


out doubt,“ anſwered the hawker, it is not 
#46. above a month ſince it happened, we had the 
relation but yeſterday.” I gueſſed by his an- 
ſwer, the paper bragged of was not much to be 
credited, and told him, that if he had no freſher 
account, it did not ſuit my purpoſe. The 
- hawker, to retrieve his indiſcretion, ſaid, If 
I was curious in knowing what paſſed in Ger- 
ee many, he would bring me the Gazette twice 
a week, aſſuring me, that every thing which 
“ paſſed in the army, was to be found there.” 
I took him at his word, and promiſed to fati:fy 
him ſo well for it, that he aſſured me he would 
bring the Gazette, which was every moment 
expected, that very day. I was highly pleaſed 
to think 1 had found out an expedient, to know 
What paſſed. As it was a holiday, and I deſigned 
to go early to maſs, to avoid meeting any one, 
1 fat down to my toilette, where I was not a 
little ſurprized at what happened. > £.Y 
Looking for ſomething in one of the As 
I found a packet that I did not know, and which 
. I examined... It proved to be a purſe, ſuch as 
counters are put into, very well ſecured, which, 
Þj-its weight, I judged to be gold. I was not 
miſtaken ; it contained two hundred ne 
_ the ee billet : : 5144 3 
FO U have. here two-thinfand rb ta; ge- 
tuity the King grants you ly my hands e H 
— appointed you befides, one thanſand yearly. - For 
I good an ccunamiſt, 'as I know 'yau to be, this 
- fittie revenue, I am perſuaded, will ſuffict.' 'T 


J 2 not deliver the _ my/elf, ajyratending 
| ; your 


3 
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| your acknowleadgments F you owe none to me ; as 's 
your friendſhip, that is another affair, and to which 
T ſhall not ſo eaſily give up my pretenſions. 


The Margueſs of L. A 


This piece of generoſity, and the manner of 
doing it, ſurprized me very much; it came very 
feaſonably, my ready money being almoſt ex- 
hauſted by the aſſiſtance IJ hda given my parents, 
and conſequently I muſt have wanted very ſhortly. 
I admired the divine Providence and from my 
heart acknowledged its bounties : my fervency 
in the church ſurpaſſed what I had ever felt be- 
fore; the poor were amply remembered; and 
before I left the ſanctuary, I gave money to the 
ſacriſtan to have maſles offered up for the Har- 
gueſſeſs's and the Counts preſervation from the 
dangers to which they were expoſed. I always 
had a confidence in ſuch acts of piety, and have 
frequently experienced that they are never 
thrown away, the firſt effect I received from 
their efficacy, was reſignation and peace of mind, 
and this certainly was no ſmall advantage. 

The hawker, who had promiſed me the Ga- 
zette, brought it after dinner; I looked earneitly 
for the article which might give me ſome account 
of the perſons for whom 1 was concerned. 
Alas] what became of me, when I found a 
paſſage which too plainly confirmed what St. Fat 
| had wrote concerning the Margueſs The paper 

gave an account, that a detachment, command- 
ed by a man of quality, had been cut off, and 


the commander left for dead on the place. Ah 
; D 6 Heavens 1 


, 
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Heavens! cried I, bathed in tears, the Mur 


gueſs is no more! No wonder I did not hear 
from his kinſman. Overwhelmed as } was, I 
fainted away. ea 

Tuo hours paſſed before I came to myſelf. I 
found my bed furrounded with ſtrange faces, and 
Barbara on her knees crying bitterly, having 
given me over for dead. A prieſt, whom ſhe had 


. ſent for in her fright, aſked how I did? Alas PP 
_ cried I very piteoufly, more fick in mind than 
body.“ Courage, Madam,“ replied he, 


Heaven will relieve you; in the mean time, 
** reſign yourſelf into the hands of Providence.“ 
At this the company withdrew, and left me alone 
with the clergyman, whom I have mentioned 
on another occaſion (the perſon I ſent for on 
account of the packet thrown from Junias 
window.) I looked upon him as one fent from 
Heaven at this terrible conjucture; I acquainted 
bim how much ! was afflicted, letting him know 
in general, that my fainting was occaſioned by 
hearing of the death of a perſon who was dear 


to me, and whom I looked upon as a man that 


was to have been oneday my huſband. 
The diſcreet ecclefizftic accommodated himſelf 


to my weakneſs, comforted me with very moving 
_ expreſſions, and warded off the defpair which was 


ready to ſeize me, by making me ſenſible of 
the little credit J ought to give to the public pa- 
pers, which, he ſaid, were very uncertain. He 
exhorted me to have recourſe to God, and aſſured 
me of an open refuge; in a word, he handled 
the ſubject with ſo much addreſs, that he pre- 
vailed on me to promiſe not to indulge my grief 
at the expence of my health; that it was a 
{Ray FELL heinous 
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beinous offence againſt God; and that an at- 

tachment to creatures, which drew on one's 

'own deſtruction, was a crime for which I muſt 

one N be reſponſible; he concluded with pro- 

mi — to viſit me from time to time, and to be 
[ of. me in his prayers. 

Immediately after he was gone, a tall in: man, 
whoſe monſtruous black wig ſtruck a terror into 
me, advanced without fpeaking a word, to take 
me by the hand. My head was ſt ill in fuch con- | 
fuſion, that not perceiving him to be a phyſician, 
| Tcried out for help. Fhefe ſymptoms? faid he, 
ſeizing my arm, and feeling my pulſe in ſpire of 
my reſiſtance, andaddrefſing himſelf to an elderly 
lady who came with him, indicate a manifeſt 
© delirium, and what paſſed juſt now was a fit of 
© it. The lady muſt be bled immediately, whilſt 
this intervel laſts.” What with weakneſs and 
furprize, I was unable to interrupt this expe- 
ditious gentleman, The lady, who had an en- 
tire confidence in him, faid by way of excla- 
mation, Good God ! how favourable is pro- 
„ vidence! If Dr. Purple had not been at 
„ home, what might not have happened ?” 
During the lady's ſoliloquy, the phyſician, with 
an air as if he would be obeyed, ordered my 
aunt to fetch Mr Lancelet the ſurgeon to let 
me blood in the foot. This terrible order re- 
covered my voice; I told Dr. Purple, IT was. 
obliged to him for his care, but thai, God be 
thanked, there was no occaſion for the furgeons. 
© You will ſ-e,” ſaid he without giving me any 
anſwer ; Hr. Lanceltt will come too late, an- 
70 other fit is coming on.” * Hey day !* cried 
I interrupting him very — what is the 

meaning 
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2 meaning of all this? Do you imagine I am 
* mad ?? © God forbid, Madam, replied the 
. phyſician, looking very myſteriouſly on the 
ſtrange lady who ſeemed to pity me; © we are 
far from any ſuch thoughts. Have a good 
heart, Madam, continued he, holding a 
candle to my face, “ we will ſet you up again, 
© pleaſe God.” Do you ſee, ſaid he in a low 
voice to the lady at my bed's head, that ſpark- 
ling in the eyes and ſtaring look ? infallible 
© proofs of outrageous madneſs. An empiric 
& as lam, is never deceived by the eye; though 
© the wole faculty were preſent I would not 
_ ** bate them an inch. Really the ignorance of 
© our phyſicians is. prodigious; a convincing 
4, proof of which is the envy they bear men 
« of ſkill like me. Patience; they talk of & 
«© making Paris too hot for me; may be ſo: 
« but woe betide them: J have a whole volume 
% ready, which J will print in Holland, that 
© ſhall make them repent their proceedings. 
The lady approved with a nod what he ſaid, 
and aſked him what. remedies he thought of em- 
ploying to cure my madneſs ? Very ſimple 
d ones,” replied the empiric, who was cer- 
certainly the maddeſt of the two : The gentle- 
© men of the faculty will hold a patient in hand 
& three years with their lenitives and regimen z 
„ whereas my remedies have their effect | in nine 
« gays; you ſhall fee the experiment: I will 
% have her bled three days: conſequently twice 
« a day; I will emaciate her three days more 
e With bread and water; the laſt three days ſhe 
« ſhall be ſet up to the neck in a cold bath for 
_ * fix hours each day 3 and if on the da 
1 e 
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© not cured, and as much in her ſenſes as I am, 
I will forfeit the name l have acquired, and am 
* willing- to be thought as ignorant as an apo. 
« thecary's apprentice of three months ſtanding.“ 
l! was ſo terrified at the murderous deſigns. this 
empiric was projecting againſt me, that I cried out 
| bitterly Barbara, who was now returned, ran to 
me, all in tears, and enquired in the tenderelt man- 
ner what was the matter. Alas! my dear friend, 
ſaid I pointing to the terrible Dr. Purple, © ſend 
© that man away, the very ſight of him makes 
©. mie tremble.* © Is Ar. Lancelet coming?“ 
cried the empiric without regarding what 1 ſaid. 
«© Oh, here he is,” continued he, ſeeing him 
enter the room, Come, Sir, to the operation. 
Hut firſt of all, added he pulling out a paper, 
5 take notice of this permiſſion which has been 
granted me for viſiting of patients during one 
« month; it is proper to do things in order, that 2 
may go to work with the greateſt confidence.“ 
The ſurgeon, without making any reply, pro- 
duced a fillet, his lancets, and called for warm 
water. Whilſt this conſpiracy and the prepa- 
rarations were carrying on, I made a ſign for 
Barbara to come to me; then making her draw 
the curtains about me, catched up a gown, and 
eſcaped out at the bed's feet into another rooms 
ſecuring the door, with a firm reſolution not to 
open it till Dr. Purple and his colleague were gone. 
I could hear from thence the uproar my eſe. 
cape, when perceived, cecaltoned. > * Ste,“ 
cried the empiric, can there be a more con- 
evincing proof of madneſs, than flying from 
«remedies; that are neceſſary? You, Madam; 
that brought me hither,” continued he ſpeaks 
we 
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ing to the lady in the chamber, © a witneſs of 
the little ceremony with which J am uſed. 
Are you not of my opinion?“ ſaid he dra w- 
ing near the door. Would it not be charity, 
and a meritorious action, to break it open and 
© bind the patient ?““ At this, under an appre- 
henſion of their forcing the door, I cried out 
aloud, and threatened to complain at the windows. 
of the outrage. © 112 
The ſurgeon, who vras ſomething reaſonable, 
begged of me to moderate myſelf, and aſſured 
me he was a man of too much honour, and too 
much my humble ſervant, to bleed me without 
my confent. Sir, I believe you,” anſwered 1 
in tears; but Dr. Purple is ſo bent on my de- 
« ſtruction, that he will oblige: you to do it.” 
No Madam, you need not fear it,” replied. 
Lancelet ; I give you my word I will be the firft 
«© to oppofe it. Open the door, that | may 
< have the fatisfaftion of diſcourſing with you, 
and you will find T have a greater regard for 
your commands, than thoſe of any other: 
<< perfons” ? „„ 4 , 
The lady whom I mentioned, and who was: 
yeally' good-natured, and doubtleſs moved at my 
tears, made the fame proteſtations, and pro- 
miſed me that I ſhould not be moleſted. En- 
couraged with this, I ventured to open the door. 
Fhe ſurgeon and the lady came in, ſhutting the 
door againſt Purple, who was for forcing his 
way, and made me cry out for fear à ſecond. 
time. Recover yourſelf, ' Madam, ſaid the 
| furgeon,, and do me the honour to inform me, 
& what has occaſioned the trouble | ſee you in.“ 
His polite behaviour gave me new life ; I related: 
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G him all that had paſſed, and this with ſo much 


ealmneſs that he ſhrugged up his fhoulders, ſay- 
ing, it was not the firſt piece of folly the man 
had committed; that it was ſurprizing he ſhould 
have leave to practice; he added, that he did 
not want ſkill, but that is methods were ſo ex» 
peditious, that none but thoſe whoſe caſes were 


deſperate, would venture to be under his hands. 


his extravagant adventure: concluded' with 


my gratifying very handſomely the empiric'and\. 


ſurgeon, who went away well ſatisfied, but 


created ſuch a diſtaſte in me to preſcriptions and 


phyticians, that I never could be prevailed upon 
ſince, even on the moſt urgent occaſions, to 
make any uſe of them. It is true, I have often 
been made ſenſible that this is prejudice, but it 
is what' I cannot conquer, and probably may 
carry to my grave. | 
Thelady, who was ſo good as to come to my 
aſſiſtance, when Barbara found me fainting a- 


way, had an apartment in the ſame houſe with 


me: A great devotee, and one who had taking 
a liking to me, from ſeeing me, the ſaid, pray 
at church, where ſhe continually was, with great 
fervency. As ſoon as ſhe diſcovered by Bar- 
bard's oatcries, that I was in danger, as my good 
aunt imagined, the reſolved to affitt both body 
and foul ; and it was owing to her charity that J 
was viſited by the clergyman and Dr. Purple, in 
boch of whom the had an entire confidence, 
though very differeatiy grounded, the one'being 
a man of ſenſe and well qualified for his office, 
the other a little better than ſtark mad, as the 
reader may judge from what has been ſaid. 
As ſoon as [| was freed from the attack I had 


undergone, and Barbara had acquainted me wit 


the 


3 
> 4 


ing to the lady in the chamber, a witneſs of 
* * little ceremony with which Jam uſed. 
LAre you not of my opinion ? ſaid he draw= 
ing near the door. Would it not be charity, 
and a meritorious action, to break it open and 
© bind the patient ?““ At this, under an appre- 
henſion of their forcing the door, I cried out 
aloud, and threatened to complain at the windows. 
of the outrage. 
The furgeon, who was ſomething reaſonable, 
begged of me to moderate myſelf, 124 aſſured 
me he was a man of too much honour, and too 
much my humble ſervant, to bleed me without 
my conſent. Sir, I believe you,” anſwered 1 
in tears; but Or. Purple is ſo bent on my de- 
e ſtruction, that he will oblige you to do it.” 
« No Madam, you need not fear it,“ replied 
Lancelet; 1 give you my word | will be che lt 
to oppoſe it. Open the door, that | may 
<< have the ſariefaRtions of diſcourſing with you, 
4 and you will find T have a greater regard for 
% your commands, than. thoſe of op other: 
<< perfon.” | 
The lady whom 1 WE TY and who was: 
really good · natured, and doubtleſs moved at my 
tears, made the ſame proteſtations, and pro- 
miſed me that I ſhould not be moleſted. En- 
couraged with this, I ventured to open the door. 
Tne ſurgeon and the lady came in, ſhutting the 
door againſt Purple, who was for forcing his 
way, and made me cry out for fear a ſecond. 
time. Recover yourſelf, Madam,“ ſaid the 
ſurgeon, and do me the honour to inform me, 
6 what has occaſioned the trouble I ſee you in.“ 
His polite behaviour gave me new life ;. I related: 
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© him all that had paſſed, and this with ſo much 

| Ealmneſs that he ſhrugged up his thoulders, ſay- 
ing, it was not the firit piece of folly the man 
had committed; that it was ſurprizing he ſhould 
have leave to practice; he added, that he did 
not want ſkill, but that is methods were ſo ex» 
peditious; that none but thoſe whoſe-caſes were 
_ deſperate, would venture to be under his hands. 
his extravagant adventure concluded with 
my gratifying very handſomely the empiric and 
ſurgeon, who went away well ſatisfied, but 
created ſuch a diſtaſte in me to preſcriptions and 
phyticians, that I never could be prevailed upon 
ſince, even on the moſt urgent occaſions, to 
make any uſe of them. It is true, I have often 
been made ſenſible that this is prejudice, but it 
is what' I cannot conquer, and probably may 
Carry to my grave. e 
Ihe lady, who was ſo good as to come to my 
aſſiſtance, when Barbara found me fainting a- 
Way, had an apartment in the ſame houſe with 
me: A greatdevotee, and one who had taking 
a liking to me, from ſeeing me, the ſaid, pray 
at church, where ſhe continually was, with great 
fervency. As ſoon as ſhe diſcovered by Bar- 
bard's outeries, that I was in danger, as my good 
aunt imagined, the reſolved to affiit both body 
and foul ; and it was owing to her charity tuat [ 
was viſited by the clergyman and Dr. Purple, in 
both of whom the had an entire confidence, 
though very differeatiy grounded, the one being 
a man of ſenſe and well qualified for his office, 
the other a little better than ſtark mad, as the 

reader may judge from what has been ſaid. 

As ſoon as I was freed from the attack I had 


_ undergone, and Barbara had acquainted me _ 


£ 
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the readineſs the devout lady had ſhewn in aſſiſt- 
ing me, I returned her thanks in the politeſt 
manner I was mitireſs of: She made me, on her 
fide, great proteſtations of ſerving me, and re- 

tired, after aſſuring me of her earneſt deſire of 
being better acquainted; to which I anſwered 
With a low curteſy, I had ſuffered too much by 
my firſt acquaintance, to hazard a ſecond. No- 

thing could prevail on me to change my conduct. 

When | was left at liberty, I took a review 

of what had occaſioned the trouble I nad ſuffer- 
ed. In looking over the fatal Gazette which had 
bereaved me of my ſenſes, whether the clergy- 
«man's diſcourſe prevailed, or that I found the 
article not ſo very poſitive, as i had imagined, 
methought there was ſome room to doubt, and 
from thence entertained a faint glimpſe of hope. 
The Margueſs's name was not inſerted ; there 
might very well have been ſeveral detachments, 
commanded toò by people of quality, and poſſi- 
-bly it might not be the perſon for whom I was fo 
nearly concerned. I went to ſleep with this 
ſoothing reflection. 

Barbara, whom I would fain have ſent to 
bed, but was obſtinatclv bent on watching by 
me, feil aſleep; my con ſideration for her pre- 
vented me from waking her. Happy for me, that 
Providence ordered it thus; for had | been left 
alone in the incident I am going to relate, I muſt 
have died away through fear; the event will 
Now it. | | | 7: 

The trouble in which I had ſpent that day, 
doubtleſs, was the cauſe of a frightful dream, 
with which I was diiurbed. Meihcught a a 


gboſt loaded with chains appeared, looking 


5 F 
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mournfully 
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mournfully upon me. 1 ſhut my eyes at his 


horrible aſpect; but, compelling me to open 
them, I ſaw in his arms a bleeding corpſe all 
covered with wounds, which knew to be my 
lover. Methought this ſpect- cle made fo deep 
an impre ſion on my terrified tenſes, that I re- 
mained qune ſtupihed, and my heart was ſo op- 
preſſed, that, ſuddenly penſive, | beheld ſeveral 
diſmal objects without ſhedding a tear, My 
lover's father led a woman, who ſeemed to 
have my air and features; mclancholy appeared 
in the countenance ot this other ſelf, and what 
ſhe did, ſeemed done by compuliion. The old 
Marqueſs kneeied down with her at the feet of 
the phantom; the corpſe he carried feemed to 


revive at the woman's approach, whom tae 


Marquejs prefented to it, and the blood no 
longer flowed from his wounds He took his 
fataer's hand and that of tie woman, who re- 
ſemoled me, and joined them. I ſtared, and 
coniidered with emotion what paſted ; but, how 
was I furprized, when looking on the bride- 
groom, I peicrived he was grown young again 


and inſtead of the old Marqueſs, it appeared to 


be the fon, who, embrucd in blood, had been 
carried by the phantom? I turned hattily to him. 


Attoniihed at this, St. Fal lucceeded to the 


phantom, and ſeemed covered with wounds, as 
the young AZargqueſs had been; his countenance 
was jo mourntul aud moving, that I was going 
to comfort him in the exceſſive ſorrow with 
Which he appeared to be overwhelmed , when 
on a ſudden my curtains being drawn back, I 
ſtarted out of my fleep, and diſcovered by the 
watch-light, a man armed with a poniard, N. 
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had prompted. him to this wickedneſs. 
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he preſented to my breaſt, ſaying, You are dead 
zf you make the leaſt noiſe 3 3 your purſe. or your lift, 


this inſtant. 


O Heavens ! to you I own my preſervation. 


My aun, who had began to doze, as I ſaid he- 


fore, was not ſo well compoſed as to ſleep found. 
She heard the robber breathe, who having formed 
his deſign, lav hid juſt by her; and it pleaſed 
God ſhe ſhould take notice of it. Inſtead of 


giving way to fear, ſhe roſe up under pretence 
of ſpeaking to me, and ſaid, in order to compaſs 


her ends, that fince I was going to reſt and 
wanted nothing, ſhe would go to bed in the 
kitchen. But inſtead of that, ſhe ſtole out ſoftly, 
and going down ſtairs ſhe waked a tradeſman, 
by means of a chamber-window that looked into 
the court, who kept ſeveral men, and acquainted 
him with the danger I was in, and the aſſiſtance 
of which I ſtood in need. The man ſurprigzed 
at this, called up his people in an inſtant, and 
ſending one for the watch, came up' ſoftly with 
the reit in order to aſſiſt me. | 
He entered juſt as the villain was forcing me 
to riſe in order to give my money. The wretch 


dropped the poniard at this unexpected fight, 
fell at my feet, and begged for mercy. More 


dead than alive, I had not firength to ſpeak. 
The tradeſman and his people immediately ſe- 
cured him, and I preſently knew him again to 


be the hawker who brought the Gazette. He 


confeſſed his intention of robbing me, and with 
bitter lamentatious accuſed my imprudence, as 
having given occaſion to it, proteiting that during 
forty- years of life he had ever behaved honeſtly, 
bur this opportunity and his own extreme poverty 
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The account he gave was as: follows: That 
at the time he brought the Gazette, ſome one 
came to receive money ; that the quantity which 
I ſhewed, made him think of robbing me at a 
proper opportunity: that my keeping the Gazette 
fo long afforded him leiſure to take notice of the 
houſe; nevertheleſs, he did not intend to put 
his deſign in execution that day, but my fainting 
awav having created a great confulton, he de- 
termined to take that opportunity. He hid 
himſelf in a little cloſet near my bed, and, but 
for Barbara, all would have been over. God 
Almighty, who watches over and protects his 
ſervants, did not permit it, and ſhewed by the 
inſtrument he was pleaſed to employ in preſerv- 
ing my life, the greatneſs of his power, and that 
he inſpires, when he pleaſes, the moſt fearful 
with courage. The ſecret ways of divine grace 
are wonderful, and the great Diſpenſer can 
never be ſufficiently adored. 
The ſame Power ſupported and encouraged 
me to ſave the life of the wretch, who had at- 
_.tempted mine; a moment later he had faileg 
into the hands of juſtice. I prevailed with the 
'tradeſman to let him go, and, in cafe the watch 
came before he got away, to fay he had made 
this eſcape. I was ſo much moved at his great 
want, which he deſcribed with tears and bitter 
regret for his giving way to fo black a crime 
that I gave two Louis d Ors to help him to 
maintain ten ſmall children he had upon his 
hands; exhorting him to live honeſtly, and pro- 
miliing tarther aſſiſtance from time to time, on 
condition his wife, or one of his children, came 
for it, and that I never. (aw him more. e 
| I ſhall 
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I ſhall fay no more of my conduct on this oc- 
caſion; the ſatisfaction which aroſe from it was 
a ſufficient recompence. The watch returned 
as they came, much diverted, without doubt, 
at my groundleſs fright: As for the workmen, 
whoſe ſleep was ſo luckily diſturbed, J gratified 
them for their pains, as they. well deſerved: 
Their maſter was loaded with acknowledgments, 
and the next day I preſented him with a gold- 
headed cane, aſſuring him I was much concerned 
it was no better; I valued myſelf on my grati- 
tude for his zeal and readineſs to ſerve me. | 

As for my dear aunt Barbara, to whom I 
owed my life, I promi ſed not to leave the world 
till I had given ample proofs of my obligations 
to her. A rigid. prudence prevented my declar- 
ing on this occaſion who I was; but her ſim- 
plicity was not to be truſted. Her indiſcretion 
might have drawn conſequences of ſo much 
weight, that | was ſilent againſt my inclination: 
Nevertheleſs, I made amends by redoubling my 
kindneſs, and perceived with pleaſure ſhe wag 
Fenfible of it; this eaſed me of part of the con- 
cern my ſilence occaſioned. A certain turn of 
mind is never tired with conferring benefits on 
*thoſe who are thought deſerving of them. 

I lay awake the remaining part of that night, 
and only began to reſt when day was far ad- 
vanced: It Was neat four'in the afternoon when 
Barbara waked me, on account of a great gentle- 
mati in à black gôwn, with two attendants, de- 
ſiring to ſpeak with me. 1. was ſufficiently ſur- 
prized at ſuch a viſit, and queſtioned her about 
their behaviour. Her anſwer was, that the gen- 
tleman in the gown had enquired of her if Ma- 
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dome des Roches was at home (for through inad- 
vertencv I went ſtill by that name) and upon her 
ſaying I was aſleep, he replied, that I muſt be 
| waked, having ſome buſineſs with me. "My. en- 
quiry afforded nor light into the affair I was 
preparing to riſe for receiving this extraordinary 
viſit, when the Com miſſary, who waited in the 
anti- chamber, came very civilly into my room; 
acquainting me, that I need not give myſelf that 
trouble, he having but a hs or two to ſay. 
Chairs were ſet; and having taken his place, he 
addreſſed himſelf to me as follows 5 90 
Laſt night, Madam, the watch brought a 
man before me; as he appeared like one who 
was making hi, eſcape, and it being too late 
for examining him, he was committed: On 
his examination this morning, having contra- 
dicted himſelf when aſked: from whence he 
came, he was confined a cloſe. priſoner. A 
letter directed for you, Madam, and which he 
entruſted to the turnkey, in hopes of its: being 
ſent, was intercepted and broke open on ſuſ- 
picion. In it he begs fot-mercy, and that you 
would not diſcover him, elſe he is a dead man. 
Being examined as to this point, he declared 
that he had brought you the Gazette, and ſ aid 
ſupper with your ſervagts, which was the: oc- 
caſion of. his [aig out folate, This agrees ſa 
ill with the contents of the letter, that 1 am 
come, Madam, to know what complaint he 
would have ſtifled, and which would be fatal 
if known. With your leave, Iwill take 
down your information: Vou are at liberty 
to act as you pleaſe; but I muſt inform 
you, that it ought to be conformable to the 
: © truth, 
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e truth, becauſe there will be witneſſes called; 
examinations taken, and it may be of ill con- 
© ſequence, if it ſhould appear that you have not 
given a true account: The appearance you 
make, Madam, is ſuch as requires my acting 
in this affair with great deference. 
Whilſt he was ſpeaking, I could not but ad- 
miĩre the divine juſtice, which purſues wieked · 
neſs, but was concerned at the ſame time that 
my good intention was fruſtrated. I was at a 
loſs how to anſwer, being ſenſible that the 
wretch's life depended on my information. The 
Commiſſary waited for, me to begin. At laſt, I 
ſaid, It was true, that being juſt going to 
4 ped, I found this man in mv chamber, which 
64 terrißed me fo much, that Hſereamed out and 
4 raiſed the houſe; but, having enquired into 
the truth, I underſtood that he had fallen aſleep 
C after ſupper in the: kitehen, and that when he 
, wwaked, in endeavouriug to go out. he had 
1 miſſad his way. and came into my chamber 3 
ec that being frightened himſelf, when ſuſpected 
„ot à thigh, he: fled away to prevent being 
<<. ſeized,” his had a plauſible appearance. 
The maſter of the houſe and his ſervants, whom 
I prepared, agreed: to the fame ſtory, by which 
means the priſoner got his diſcharge in two day 
ae his wife itifot med me when ſhe came to return 
thanks, and aſſured me, that the and her —_— 
were bound to pray for. me av long as thev lived. 
All theſe venations, under which I had la- 
boured for ſome time, affected my-1:-alth.. - By.- 
degrees I grew ſo pale and yellow, that every 
one pitied me. My good aupt, ſeeing me in 
chis condition, exerted henſelf to free * 
$1494 | | ee. the 
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the deep melancholy which hung upon me. Te du 
© have certainly, - am, a mind to kilt-me, 


ſais the good creature; is it poſſible that one 


E: 2 your age ſhould thus bury herſelf alive? A 
lady acts very diſcreetly to live retired ; 

agree with you, and to give no handle to 
* * people; but ſtill ſhe muſt not for- 
© ſwear all diverſions. Will you never ceaſe 
© bewailing the Joſs of your good man ? Why, 
© has he left nobody behind him, that he is o 
much amented? Is it impoffible to find bis 
© fellow?” / 

Oppreſſed as 1 was with affliction, I could 
not ſometimes forbear ſmiling at her quaint 
ſpeeches ; but this was but a winter's ſun, ſoon 
obſcured by the gloomy clouds of grief. My 
melancholy dream was ſtill preſent to my ima» 
gination: . ot too fure a prediction, as I ſoon 

N 6 | 

One day, whilft I was ſtanding very penfive © 
at my window, a coach ſtopped at the door, 
which I knew belonged to the old Marqueſs, I 


ſtarted without knowing why. When he en 


tered the room, he appeared very ſorrowful, 
though he ſtrove to conceal it. © Good God!“ 
cried he, what is the matter? Are you ſick, 
e and did not acquaint me with it?” His gen- 
tleman, who followed him, whiſpered ſomething 
in his ear. Very true,” replied the Margqne/s, 
to what he had heard; but J am in io much 
„ trouble, I did not refle@ on it. Ah! Jenny, 
«© Fenny,”” continued the Marqueſs, throwing 
himſelf into a great chair; ho crvelly do you 
© make me feel my tenderneſs for my ſon!” _ 
Scarce had the old Nobleman uttered thoſe * 
words,” when a trembling . me: 1 n 
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my dream accompliſhed, and my lover no more;: 
| "This notion prevailed ſo much, that 1 ſbrieked- 
out, and wept bitterly. It was owing. to ſome; 


drops, I had taken juſt. before, that I did not- 


faint away; for as I was ſubjeQ to vãpours and 

fits, I might very well expect it, conſidering the 
occaſion. I learnt from the diſcourſe; of the 

Marqueſs and his gentleman, which they did not 
obſerve, that my lover was dangerouſly wounded 

in the head, after giving ſignal proofs of his 

couragè, and that St. Fal was taken priſoner. in 
the battle, which was fought two _ e the 
preceding action. 

This melancholy : news — me into a fir of. 
ſickneſs. The phyſicians, ſent for by the Mar- 
gueſs, on the fourth day, gave me over, unleſs 
nature, by a prodigious effort, could ſhake off 
from about my heart, the bile which was on the 
point of ſuffocating me. Nothing that I took, 
ſtaid; from, whence they concluded there were 
no hopes left. | 

The old Marqueſs 5 prudence and. reſalurion 
doubtleſs preſerved my life. He never left my 
bed-fide, and ſeeing me given over, he tried two 
things which reſcued me from the jaws of death. 
One was an emetic, though ſeldom preſcribed, . 
and then only in deſperate caſes, oftener killing 
than curing; he ſent. for {ix grains, and inſtead . 
of waſhing it well with water, as is uſual, he 
gave me the whole doſe in a ſpoonful of broth, 
and, to prevent my bringing it up again imme- 
Atels. he held my head up, till it had been long 
enough in; my flomach_ to have its effect His 
other contrivance, employed at the ſame time, 
88 not a little Contribute to my recovery. A 

| * 0 courier, 
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courier, who had his inſtructions, came in boots, 
pretending to be juſt arrived from the army, 
giving an account aloud that the young Marqueſs 
was on the road home; that as to his being, 
_ dangerouſly wounded, it was a mitake, he hav- 
ing only received. a ſlight contuſion, which in 
four days was entirely cured. 
Notwithſtanding my lowneſs of ſpirits, and a 
continued fever, which took away my ſpeech, L 
could hear what was faid, though, oppreſſed as 
was, I did not reflect much upon it; but, 
when the courier delivered his meſſage, a ſecret 
joy ſpread itſelt in my heart, and freed it from 
the load with which it had been ſo long over- 
vrhelmed. The emetic, whoſe efficacy was thus 
aſſiſted, worked ſo forcibly, that in the violence 
of reaching it was apprehended I ſhould expire. 
A black thick bilious matter ruſhed out in tor- 
rents, and the convulſions in which J expelled 
this enemy of life, burſt an impoſthume within 
me. The Marqueſss ſurgeon, a man of great 
ſkill, aſſured him, that if I ſurvived this criſis, 
all would be well: My youth promiſed as much. 
In halt an hour's time the operation ceaſed, my 
colour returned, the agitation abated, and I fell 
faſt aſleep. | Rd 5 * | 
In two days I was judged to be out of all 
danger, and my mind regained its uſual. tran» 
quillity. After returning thanks to Heaven for 
preſerving m life, 'I made my acknowledgment 
to the Marqueſs for the great tenderneſs I was 
informed he had thown in my regard. He ap- 
peared” overjoyed to find ine in a ſituation of 
mind, that ſeemed ſecure againſt a relapſe: He 
aſſured me that he was entirely attached to me, 
ere "> and 
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and ſtill perſiſted in ſending the falſe hopes he had- 
given me concerning his ſon: He was ſo com- 
plaiſant, as to forge letters from him, and read 
them to me, that I might be perfectly eaſy as to 


that point. Three days convinced me I was en- 


tirely out of danger; he returned to Verſailles, 


leaving a ſervant at Paris, to bring him an ac- 


count of my health every day till his return. 

I was upon my feet again, and gathering 
ſtrength, when at laſt I received a letter from 
St. Fal. I opened it with joy, expecting a con- 
firmation of the agreeable news which had been 
invented to pleaſe me, But alas! the agony I 


felt on reading what follows ! Sure no one was 


ever thus ſo often overwhelmed. 


1 Promiſed you to act with ſmcerity and ara - 
nes; this day, lovely. Jenny, you haue a con- 
vincing proof of it. How will you receive the 
tidings I here. ſend? Shall I not have room to re- 


preach myſelf for keeping my word ? I fhellww TI 
Have an exact account of your health, and if 1 hear 


my letter has any ill conſequences, depend upon it I 
ſhall ever after write to you as one who wants re- 
ſalution, and whoſe weakneſs muſt be conſulted. _ 

IT wrote you word, lovely Jenny, that my couſin 
had obtained the command of a detachment, and that 


J apprehended his melancholy might hurry him too 


far. My fears were but too well grounded. His 
courage and vexation put him upon attacking a 


convoy eſcor ted by treble his number; he fell into an 


 ambuſcade, and without a miracle, muſt haue 


Saving his life, and brought him back to the camp 


periſhed. Dubois, his Valet de Chambre, whoſe 
affect ion for his maſler is above the common pitch, 


with 


* 
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wrth two wounds, But, make yourſelf eafy, they 
are not mortal, and perhaps our apprebenſiams mag- 
Jö (8 
Two days after, both armies fought a pitched 
battle; victory was on our ſide, but I was taken 
priſoner. I am heartily concerned, as I camot ſee 
Jon fo ſoon as I expected, and am always uneaſy 
when _— from you. . | 
You have here, incloſed, a letter the Marqueſs 
had begun to me before the action, and finiſhed after 
| be was wounded; it will Jv to convince you that 
he was not jo ungrateful as you imagined, and is 
not in ſo much danger as you may perhaps appre- 
Bend. I Hall ſay nothing of the proofs 1 here 
give you of my regard: Indeed they ought to make 
ſome impreſſion, ſince I am ſo much my own enemy, 
as to find a pleaſure in conſulting your inclinations, 
though in oppoſition to my otun. . 
Jerpect, lovely Jenny, the dear pleaſure of bear- 
ing you are well, and cannot be eaſy till then, con- 
fodering the ill news I have here £8 Does my 
wncle continue his 2 ? To own the truth, I was 
amazed to hear he had found you ont, and was ap- 
priſed who you really are: He muſt be very cunning, 
and have very particular reaſons, to get ſo good in- 
ermation. He wrote to me, but took no notice; F 
Shall do the ſame, for an eclairciſſement will not 
be very favourable to me. My priſon, and what-. 
ever elſe can happen, wall not be troubleſome, pro- 
vided you fill allow me a Share in your ęſteem, as 
T certainly deſerve by what. you poſſeſs of mine, 
and the perfef? reſpect I sball preſerve to the end 
of my life. | | 


From Manbein. WO. Sr. Far. 
E 3 | I read 
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I read in great haſte the Margqueſi's letter to &. 
Fal. Here it is word for word, . 


J Left Paris, dear kinſman, quite frantic, and 
am running to an engagement in deſpair. | The 


eauſe of my melancholy is a ſecret to the world, as 


well as my motive for commanding the detachment ; 
but it muſt not be ſo to you. Jenny no longer loves 
me, but giues the preference to the Duke of a 
there is not the leaſt room to doubt tt: This occa- 
fioned my journey. My meeting every day my rival 
at the Generals quarters, put me upon obtaining a 
ſeparate command. Every thing is become inſup- 
portable fince the urgratefu! creature has betrayed 
me. In vain have 1 /trove to throw off ber tyran- 
nical yoke, ſhe poſſeſſes my heart, and her image is 
ter preſent in my mind. Fatal paſſions! Unhappy 
error, which leaves no room for relief but in the 
arms vf death! Won 3 
My ſcouts. inform me that the enemy is but tiuo 
leagues diftant. I fly to meet them. Dear couſin, 
arewell. Remember, no one ever loved his rival, 
and yet you have been aiwnys dear to me. | 
Tf Jenny's new lover 5hould decerve her, be you 
her comforier. I tremble for her. I know her ne- 


ceſſities, do not forſake her. 


Wbhat follows was in another hand. | 


| Am Uefeated, wounded, an! ſatisfied, my dear 


1 #inſman. The laſt word will ſcem extraor- 
dinary. but I will explain it; in the mean tame do 
not be ſurprized that I make uſe of my Secretary's 
pen; I cannit uſe my oun, but they give me great 


} 


hopes upon taking off the firſt dreſſing. An hurt is 


4 cut 


* * * 
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'@ cut on the head with a broad ſiuord. If Jenny 
ill loves me as à gentleman named Melicourt 
writes me word; and if what he declares himſelf a 
"witneſs"of be true, I shall comfort myſelf for the 
-loſs of one eye, which is in ſame danger, provided 
"the other be left to behold once more the object of my 
paſſion,” and admire her charms TI am ſatisfied ; 
affiſt in obtaining my peace, unleſs you think me 
unworthy of it. Is not this making too rigorous a 
trial of your friendship, and thoſe ſentiments we 
mutually cultfoare ® But 1 know my man, and 


that ſuffices. © | 
n $i; 1 The Marqueſs of . 


What tears did not this letter coſt me] I plainly 
diſcerned the noble character of my amiable Mar- 
gueſs. How often did I kiſs the dear cha- 
racters, whole price his bleeding wounds ſo 
greatly enhanced! What anxiety did I not 
.undergo'! Why would not decency permit me 
to take a poſt-chaiſe, fly to the army, and 
convince nim, that he alone was worthy of my 
love, and capable of making me happy? A 
thouſand projects - preſented themſelves. for 
proving to the dear man my tenderneſs and con- 
Nancy, without hitting upon one expedient to my” 
liking © Pondering upon the Margueſs's letter, 
I was ſtruck with AMelicourt's behaviour; I was 
the more ob'iged to him, as he never mentioned 
a ſyllable of it in the letters [ had received from 
him ſince Þ had been at Paris. I concluded that 
the man, who conferred a benefit for the ſole 
Pleaſure of doing it, was a true friend, ani the 
propereſt perſon: to be employed in ſending to the 
Le nes: | 4 army, 
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army, * was determined to have a true ac- 
count of the Afargueſs, and to convince him I 
was not unworthy his affections. 
This project was no ſooner thought on, but 1 
reſolved to put it in execution. I wrote imme 
diately to Melicourt, and ſent my letter by an 
expreſs. made no doubt, but that on. the re- 
ception of my letter, he would inſtantly come 
to know how he might be ſerviceable to me. 
St. Agnes's effair, F knew, would not be de- 
cided in n of ſix weeks, becauſe it had 
been found neceſſary to write again to Rome con- 
cerning ſome difficulties newly ſtarted, which 
interval was abundantly more than ſufficient to 
go and come from the place, to which in- 
tended to aſk the favour of him to repair. 
When St. Agness love came to Paris, I made 
bim fenſible — glad J was to ſee him. In or- 
der to ifſtroduce - the ſy ject, I returned him 
thanks for his generous; ebaviour in my regard. 
But when he perceived the drift of my diſcourſe, 
he prevented me, and inſtead. of ſtarting any 
difficulties, he ſaid, © He was obliged to me for 
« giving him an opportunity of making his 
* court to a Nobleman, for whom he 20 ſo 
pul a reſpect, as the Marqueſs of L. V. 
e informed me, that the journey would be 
«* of fingular ſervice to him, becauſe he ſhould 
« ſhortly ſtand in need of very powerful pro- 
* tectors at Court; that this opportunity ſeemed 
© contrived on purpoſe to oblige him, and for 
„ which he ſhould think himſelf —— to me 
© as long as he lived. 
It is very juſtly ſaid, that the manner of con- 
ferring a bench enhances the price, I was 
; charmed 
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charmed with Melicourt's manner of complyi 
with my requeſt, | gave him directions how 
would have him manage the affair, with a letter 
for the Margueſs, but delired-it might not be de- 
fivered till there was hopes that the furprize of 
hearing from me would not affect his health. 
But what I chiefly inſiſted upon was, that he 
would, without diſguiſe, ſend me word what 
condition he found my lover in, and his beha- 
viour on receiving my letter. Every thing be- 
ing concluded on during ſupper, ſuch as it was, 
. Melicourt ſent his ſervant for poſt-horſes, and ſet 
out that very night. We had computed, that he 
would be three days upon the road, and that on 
the ſeventh I might expect to hear from him. 
All theſe regulations contributed to make me 
eaſy; but above all, the Margueſs's letter, 
which convinced me I was {til} dear to him. 
This engroſſed all my thought, I had no leifore 
for any thing elſe. When one is really in love, 
every other ſatisfaction muſt centre there; in 
effect, can any thing ſurpaſs the pleaſure of loving 
and heing beloved ? > cots 

I ſhall not ſet down here my letter to the 
Margueſs, he has loſt it; and it is impoſſible for 
me to give a right notion of it, as writing under 
a ſtrong paſſion is widely different from what is 
related in cold blood. It muſt ſuffice to ſay, . 
that it chiefly conſiſted in expreſſing my grief 
for the wounds he had received, and the danger 
he was in, with lively aſſurances of the tender- 
neſs of my affections. No expoſtulations ; who 
could chide a lover, found to be conſtant, and 
known to be in danger of loſing his life? The 
heart never takes pet on ſuch occaſions: Love 

E 5 poſſeſſes 


l EEE 


82 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


poſſeſſes it entirely, and every thing elſe vaniſhes 
When that point is ſettled. 
Two days after this, it being a feſtival of our 


Lady, finding T wasable to go abroad, I reſolved 


to fulfil a vow my good aunt had made for me in 
a church dedicated to her, and to make one 


' myſelf to Heaven in behalf of the Marqueſs. 


1 heard maſs, and being told there would be a 
fermon in the afternoon, I dined early and re- 
turned again. A capuchin preached with fo 
much energy, that I was ſtruck with it; beſides 
that, his diſcourſe was ſmooth and elegant, a 


did not favour of the 'cowl ; he ſeemed Aber A 


gentleman recommending Arid morals. My 
eyes were fixed upon the preacher, methought I 
had ſeen him before, but I did not reflect upon it; 
J was ſo attentive to what he ſaid, that 1 took 
little notice of any thing elſe. | 
In the concluſion of his third point, he treated 
of luxury, and irreverent behaviour during the. 
myſteries. I know not how he came to caft his, 
eyes towards me, but he had ſcarce looked upon 
me, when his fpeech failed him. He turned pale, 
ſtrove againſt the fit that was ſeizing him, but in 
vain, he fainted away. Every one, frightened; 
and ſurprized, was inquiſitive about him in. 
whiſpers. Of two perſons that knew him, one 
roſe to reach a phial to him who was aſſiſt ing the 
fick man; the other, being aſked the name of. 
the religious, whom he ſaid he knew, made an- 
ſwer he was 'a perfon . of quality, who had an 
extraordinary vocation, and told his family 8. 


name. Let any one judge of my ſurprize; it 


the Chevalier "a Elbitus : Had 1 any reaſon 
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to expect ſuch an incident? I was fo moved, 
that I had like to have undergone the fame fate 
with Father Honors, for ſo he was called in re- 
ligion. Heaven was pleaſed to grant me ſtrength; 
but, apprehending I might not be miſtreſs of.” 
myſelf, I took hold of my aunt's arm and retired, 
When I reached home, I could not but ad- 
mire my ſtrange deſtiny that would not ſuffer: 
one day to Pals unrecorded by ſome extraordi - 
nary event. In reality, was there any room to- 
ect ſuch a reneounter, who ſeldom went from 
home ? This made ſuch an impreſſion on me, 
that to prevent the like adventures for the future, 
determined never to go to church but in a 
morning, and that ſo early, as to run no hazard. 
of meeting any one I knew. But to what pur- 
poſe are ſuch precautions? There is no- ſtruggling, 
againſt what is appointed. 
The ſame day in the evening, the old Mar- 
gueſs gentleman made me a viſit; the conſider- 
able part this man will bear in the concluſion of my 
hiſtory, makes it neceſſary to draw his character. 
He was about fffty- five, his countenance 
ecable, and though not handſome, it. pleaſed 
by reaſon: of the regularity of his features; he 
was tall, well made, with an air of grandeur in 
his pelavioor. His character was to be com- 
plying and deceitful. ; ever of your opinion, in 
hopes of bringing you over to his own. In a. 
word, a cunning, ſly, diſſembling man. When. 
in 'the leaſt deſirous to pleaſe, he was ſure to 
ſaccced* ; but never took the pains. without a. 
premeditated: defign of, turning it to your pre- 
judices To this ſketch mult be added, his pro- 
re to be envious and — 3. for wholoever: 
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was apreeable to his maſter, was ſure to have 
him for an enemy. Such was M. de For ſan. . 
Notwithftanding bis ill qualities, which he 
knew how to diſguiſe, he had gained the Mar- 
gaeſF's confidence fo far, as to be conſulted on 
all occaſions. The traitor was 3 of the 
maſter's mind in appearance, but conſtantly had 
the dexterity only to agree with what he thought 
indifferent; as for what he apprehended would 
be contrary to his own 3 he would art- 
fully evade it; and when that was not to be done 
otherwiſe, he had recourſe to calumny and the 


vileſt meaſures, whieh ſeldom failed, as he was 


furniſhed with patience, fkill, and contrivance; 
three qualities which carry a man through every 


thing. 


From what has been ſaid, one may eaſily ima- 
gine he was well appriſed of his maſter's paſ- 


Hon for me; far from diſſuading him, he flatter- 


ed his inclinations. with every thing that could 
Fender them ſtronger and more bewitching. 


He thought me ſo mild, and was fo fully per- 


fuaded that the meanneſs of my birth would 
give him the ſuperiority. over my intereſt, how 

reat foever it might be, that he concluded he 
ſhould be able to govern me, much more than 1 
could his maſter. This was his motive for pro- 


* ” 


commiſſion of waiting upon me, and ſounding, 
me concerning the paſſion with which I had in- 


ſpired the old Marqueſs, and which was come to 
that height, as |< informed his gentleman, that 
de was determined to indulge it, and try how 


far I was diſpoſed to comply. Forſan, who was 


ignorant that his maſter had more cunning. than 


* 1 


himſelf, 
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himſelf, and had particular reaſons for behaving 
in this: manner, offered his ſervice, which was 
arceptey of, | becauſe the Marqueſs, who had be- 
haved with fo much complaiſance hitherto, was 
doubtleſs unwilling to do any thing contradictory 
to that character. e 
Poor Forſan was far from gaining his ends I 
took him up with fo much reſolution when he 
diſcovered his errand, that he might eaſily ſee 
his project was not like to ſucceed. But he was 
not 2 man to be diſcouraged with the firſt re- 
buff; he returned the next day to the charge, 
and provoked me ſo much by his diſcourſe, that 
I loft all patience. I reproached him with the 
baſenefs of the commiſſion he had undertaken, 
telling him with an air I had never dared aſſume 
before, that if ever he preſumed to trouble my 
lodgings again, 1 would find means to make him 
repent it. FR | 
After behaving in this manner, I expected to 
be freed from this enemy of my quiet ; but the 
day following, he came as uncencernedly, as if 
nothing had happened. Perſuaded as I Was, 
that his high ſpirit would not ſuffer him to re- 
turn, I had not forbid Barbara to let him in. 
My colour came at the ſight of him, and I was 
upon the point of ſhutting myſelf up in my 
cloſet. * Hold, Mis, faid he, I have but two: 
* words to fay. You carried it with a high 
© hand, imagining the Marqueſs and I do not 
© ſee through your artiftces: But you are miſ-— 
© taken, my child, continued he with a ſneer, 
he is not at all at a loſs in the affair any more 
than myſef; it is your fault if we do not agree, 
* you know our price. In the mean time, we 
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< are bebolden to the virtuous airs you give 

© yourſelf; they put us upon the enquiry, and 
© diſcover the real truth. We know what you-: 
© aim at, and will take care to diſappoint. your 
i * Chimerical deſigns. Farewell, 'miftreſs ; im- 5 

prove the hint I have given van that is all; * 5 


and then left me. 


It may be imagined, T was: 0 at theſe? Z 
impertinencies, and gave way to vexation. No. 


my innocence made me perfectly eaſy ; I appre- 


hended, indeed, that I was not agreeable to the 
gentleman, and that his endeavours-would not 
be wanting to ruin me with his maſter, by the- 
falſe accuſations his malice could ſuggeſt : My 
lover had given his character long before, which⸗ 
afforded me an inſight into him. Without in- 
dulging ill-nature,, I judged it proper to re- 


ſent his behaviour, and to employ the intereſt” 


] knew I had with. the.old Marqueſs to free my - 
felf from ſo redoubtable an enemy, who would: 
be a continual obſtacle in my way. Till now E 
had been a ſtranger to the motions of reſentment-- 
and indignation; they took up my 1 
ſufficiently to baniſh all other cares. 
The firſt thing I did the next morning: was to · 
write St. Fal word. of what had paſſed between 
Forſan and me; nor forgetting the impertinence 


wich which he had treated me; IL. acquainted: 


him likewiſe. with my deſign of getting him re- 
moved, if. his uncle did not-ſuffer. himſelf. to be 
prejudiced againſt me; I concluded with deſiring 


him to: uſe his endeavours: to return as ſoon as 


ble, frankly, owning, that from the time I 
was left to myſeif, my life had been one continued. 


_ 8 ollen and afflictions. This was the 
purport-. 
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purport of letter; as to my lover, he was 
not ſo — mentionec. | 
I was going to ſeal the letter, when the old 
Marqueſs entered the room. I was ſtruck at 
this unexpected wit, :; and being ſurptized in 
writing, to that degree, that I eould ſcarce riſe 
to receive him. You are writing without 
doubt, Jenny, to my ſon,” cried the Marque} 
ſomething harfhly,. and ſnatching at the letter, 
which I ſecured in a great hurry, ** I am apt to 
& think by your endeavours to hide it from me; 
4 you have no mind to let me into your ſecrets. 
I have it in my power, my Lord, anfwered' 
I, to convince you of the contrary, by deliver- 
0 ing up the ſubject of your ſuſpicions ; but, I 
© may eaſily imagine, it will be to no purpoſe, | 
< after the ill offices that have been done me 
© and the manner in, which you have deem 
© pleaſed to treat me by your gentleman. 
Do not let us confound things, pray Zenny,” 
ſaid the Margueſs interrupting me, and a little 
out of countenance z' „ I deſired AH. Forſun 
“ to make a propoſal of love to you for me; 
<« this was the extent of his commiſſion.” I do 
de not deny, but I have received ſome infor- 
© mations concerning your conduct and deſigns; 
<« but my intention was to diſcourſe the matter 
in an amicable way with you, but gave him no 
c orders to ſay. any thing on that ſubject. But 
this is. foreign. to the letter which. you hide 
« from. me. If you ſatisfy me** ſaid the Mar- 
gueſs. ſomething more politely, ** as to. that par- 
& ticular, it may be a means to engage me to do 
« as much on my fide. Few women are wich- 
out lovers, and it would be Cy ,. 
yrs ® 45 bandleme- 
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e handſome as you are, you ſhould want one; 
* the bazard you run in ſhowing me the letter, 
is my being acquainted with your. intrigue ; 
« Tpromiſe ſecrecy in the affair, and muſt own 
I had much rather it were fo, than to diſ- 
% cover an underſtanding between you and a 
«© fon, whom 1 would di ow if I found he had 
« diſobeyed my commands.” : 
© This is too much, my Lord,” cried I, ſhed- 
ding a torrent of tears; you ſhall be ſatisfied, 
© which will convince you I am not given to in- 
© triguing. My complaiſance involves your ne- 
© phew ; but he will pardon me, becauſe I am 
© ſuſpected ; this is outrage upon outrage. See, 
© my Lord,* continued I, giving the letter ; 
© if to be ſenſible of ill uſage is a crime witlr 
© you, I ſhall appear very guilty.” Saying this I 
retired to my cloſet, to give full ſcope to my 
tears. 
The Marqueſs was too impatient in wg; + 
his curioſity, to trouble himſelf with any thing 
ele ; he had no fooner laid hold of the letter, 
but clapping on his ſpectacles, he read it; either 
he was very flow, or he went over it ſeveral 
& May I not be deceived myfelf after all?“ 
cried he, not expecting he was overheard. 
« Have I not ſuffered myſelf to be prejudiced 
„ before I was aware? This girPs conduct is 
<<natural enough; ſhe was writing without 
4 any guile whilſt I was abſent ; the did not ex- 
e pect to ſee me, and ſure enough had no deſign 
of letting me ſee her letter; I muſt fift this 
“matter to the bottom.” All this ſoliloquy 1 
heard 3 people when in years are ſubject to do 
ſo ʒ I conceived ſome hopes from it. * 
e 
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when the Aur gigs came into the cloſet, it was 
real, There is your letter, lovely Jory,” faid 
he, Tam ſorry I exacted ſuch a compliance 
from you, and am more ſo for having given 
„ occaſion to this affliction. Pardon me, I will 
<< ftrive to make amends, and before I ſtir, will 
give you entire ſatisfaction as to my ſuſpicions, 
<< if they are without foundation. Dry up your 
tears, and let us talk over theſe matters like 
, friends. I muſt own, that the dearer you 
c are to me, | the greater was my concern 
<, at. what I heard; which was this. I was 
<< informed that you have a lover who is very 
©, dear: to you, and poſſeſſes your: favours; 
<6. that your pretences to virtue ſerve only to ſet 
vou off and diſguiſe your paſſions; but that 
< your chief reaſon for your affectation, is a 
< projet you have of making your fortune 
& by marriage, and that my fon is the perſon 
you intend to enſnare, by reaſon of the paſ- 
4 ſion you know he has for you : In all theſe 
< ſuppoſitions, allowing them to be ſuch, there 
are ſome. truths. I am very ſenſible my ſon 
© perfectly adores you, and that you make him 
a tender return, or at leaſt appear ſo to do. 
<« His misfortune of being wounded, and the 
« condition you was reduced to by the news of 
cc it; are ſufficient proofs. Theſe, Fey, are 
my perplexities, you beſt can tell whetherT 
* am impòſed on or not 

I was eager to reply, notwithſtanding my 
aſtoniſhment at ſuch vile calumny, leſt 
.queſs ſhould: imagine I was ſtudying a juſtifica- 
tion. I am more ſurprized than provoked” 
Jen 1% 7 UT FY 1 GIS 7X LATE. 4 _ anſwered 
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anſwered I, looking ſtedfaſtly on him, * at ſuch 
e baſe inſinuations —— laid to my charge; my 
conduct thus far baffles all ſuch accufations. 
4 In caſe I. were really guilty, or diſpoſed to 
give into ſuch looſe behaviour, as I am taxed 
* withal, my anſwer would be very ſuccinck, 
for I ſhould tell vou, my Lord, in three 
© words, that I am not accountable to you for 
my actions, having friends whoſe protection 
© would ſhelter me from any reſentment of yours: 
15 But, as Heaven has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
guide me thus far in a hlameleſs path, 1 thall 
ways be ready to give ſatisfaction whenever 
« my conduct ĩs called in queſtion: 
As to the laſt article, wherein you are moſt 
concerned, I value myſelf too much upon 
truth and ſincerity to deny it: Yes, my Lord, 
I was beloved by your ſon, and I own to you 
© that he is dear, and ever will be ſo to me} 
this is my crime and the ſource of all my mis- 
© fortimes,” continued JI in tears: * Without 
that fatal paſſion he inſpired, my days had 
glided on in ſilent, but peaceful obſcurity: 
[© Nevertheleſs, I was far from expecting the 
f honour you mention as my due; I am not fo 
* partially forgetiul of myſelf ; but at the ſame 
© time be aſlured, no other Pm would 
have made any imprefiion on me. ? 
J remained ſilent a moment 3 the hats 
1 at me very penſively, and ſeemed to 
waver. Lou ſtill ſuſpect me, m Lord, con- 
tinued I, or are incenſed at what | have owned: 
I know how to make every thing eaſy ; and 
-© before this time to-mortow, you yourſelf ſhall | 
. acknowledge that I rather deſerved your pity 
than your anger, and gave you no juſt occaſion 
to 


Me Fortunate Country Maid. 91 


to treat me in fo cruel a manner by A. de 
r e 0 | 
The Marqueſs, mortified with this, and with- 
out doubt amazed at the reſolution I was taking, 
came and preſented his hand : Let us,” ſaid he, 
* lovely Jenny, be reconciled ; you are reſtored 
to my eſteem, and I am perſuaded you deſerve 
it“ No, my Lord,* continued I very re- 
ſolutely, your reconciliation is as fickle as your 
© prejudice: I have a right to think fo from your 
* eaſy credulity againſt my innocence; after 
© ſuch uſage, there is nothing left but a convent, 
* where I will ſhut myſelf up for life, that can 
© ſecure me..“ Ah! I will never ſuffer it,” 
cried the old Nobleman, I have ſecret reaſons 
for oppoſing ſuch meaſures. Without di- 
© ving into your ſecret,* replied I in the fame 
tone, I muſt beſo free as to aſſure you my re- 
© ſolution is unalterable, except on one con- 
dition. What is it?“ replied the Mar- 
gueſs very earneſtly. ' It is,” continued I, to 
 * fend for the author of theſe calumnies with 
© which JI am aſperſed, and oblige him to give 
© up my ſecret enemies, who have dared to 
© blacken my character, and give him ſuch 
groundleſs informations; for either he heard 
the ſtories, or has invented them: Though I 
© am, apter to believe the one than the other, 
and earneitly deſire to be ſet right. 

I appeared ſo reſolute, that the old Marqueſs 
yielded, apprehending the deſign I had threat> 
ened to put in execution. And, indeed, I was 
ſo weary of being every moment of late over- 
whelmed with vexation, that | thought of no- 

thing but a convent for my, relief; but the old 
ok. Margueſs 
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. Margqueſſ's reaſons for humouring me, obliged 
him to comply on this occaſion : He ſent a ſer 
vant to bring his gentleman, and in the mean 
time behaved with fo much politeneſs, and af- 
ſured me in ſo handſome a manner I ſhould for 
the future be entirely fatisfied with his behaviour, 
that I gave him my word not to think of a con- 
vent, provided I was made eaſy by a thorough 
diſcuffion of the affair in hand: But in reality, 
this was more owing to the promiſe I had made 
St. Fal, than any deference to him. 
AH. Forſan came: the Marqueſs began with 
rattling him ſor his behaviour to me. During 
this reprimand the wretch looked like a fury. 
When his maſter had done, he offered to whiſ- 
per in his ear, to excufe himſelf I ſuppoſe, or 
invent ſome plauſible pretexts; but the Mar- 
gueſs, without giving him the hearing, inſiſted 
upon his naming the authors of what he had al- 
ledged againſt me. Forſan turned pale at this; 
but his maſter perſiſting in his demand, he beyged 
to be excuſed, for fear of involving thoſe, who, 
out of a motive of friendſhip, had given him the 
information. Theſe reaſons are deteſtable, 
cried the old Nobleman in a paſhon ; © an accu- 
<< ſation puns proofs argues the accuſer to 7 
and I begin to believe, Forſan, y 
by: « fag yo your views in prejudicing me againſt this 
« young lady.” | No, indeed,” replied the gen- 
tleman, expecting to be difcharged if he did not 
clear himſelf. << Why do not you ſpeak then?“ 
continued his maſter: Have you leis regard 
«© for me, than thoſe you dre afraid to name ?“ 
For ſan, being ſenſible he could evade the diffi- 
| * no W owned at laſt, that coming to 
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my apartment, he met on the ſtair-caſe a perſon 


he had formerly known ; that this young woman, 
upon —— buſineſs, and finding it re- 
garded me, ſhrugged up her ſhoulders; that 
imagining there was ſomething extraordinary in 
this, he aſked what the meant; and that going 
to her apartment, he learnt from. her what he 
thought was his. duty to reveal. wad: 
J was no longer furprized at the calumnies 
thrown upon me: Women of a certain character 
never paſs over an affront. Junia, the perſon in 
_ queſtion, was ſtung with the contempt I ſhowed 
her, of which mention was made before, and 
took this opportunity to aſperſe me to Forſan, 
whom ſhe thought my admirer. I gave the old 
| Margueſs an account of what had paſſed between 
us, and had occaſioned the ill-will ſhe betrayed 
in this cruel manner. I deſire, ſaid I, this affair 
may be entirely cleared up; and, after relating 
the trick ſhe put upon me, and her contrivance 
to gain her ends: We need only go up ſtairs, 
ſaid I, © and ſee whether ſhe dare deny one ſyl- 
* lable of what I have faid: At the worlt, the 
* clergyman I employed on that occaſion will 
not be refuſed as an incompetent witneſs.” 
The Marqueſs endeavoured to divert this reſo- 
lution, by aſſuring me, he was perfectly fatif- 
fed; but I was worked up to a pitch not to be 
diſſuaded; and, to make me eaſy, the Marqueſs 
ſent in his own name to deſire ſhe would come 
down, telling me very politely that it was the 
leaſt ſhe could do, and that he did not think ſhe 
was ſo much her own enemy as to refuſe him. 
Forſan offered to carry the meſſage, doubtleſs 
in order to prepare her; but his maſter gy: 
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him to ſtay, and ſent one of his pages. The 
gentlewoman, who had a reſpe for the Mars 


tranſacting, came with an air of, aſſurance, as if 


nothing had been. the matter. It is true, ſuch 
women have forebeads of braſs, and are not to 


be put out of cquntenancfte 411 7 


I was going to enter on the ſubject, and com- 


* ſecret, whence I concluded I was not miſtaken ? 
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he was worth to have avoided this ſcene; he had 
ſuch: a mournſul look, that T really pitied him. 
The old Margucſs eyed him from head to foot 
for ſome time without ſpeaking a word; but it 
was eaſy to be diſcerned he was highly provoked. 
M. Forſan, ſaid he, you have abuſed the 
& confidence I repoſed in you ; that I am con- 
66... vinced. of this, you will eaſily believe. After 
5: ſuch; a proof of your deceit and malice, pre- 
ſume not ever to appear before me: Be gone.” 
| This laſt; word was uttered ſo ſternly, that the 
poor [gentleman retired. very ſubmiſſively. Far 
from being pleaſed at the victory I had gained, I 
was forry for being the occaſion of his diſgrace, 
and endeavoured to reinſtate him in his maſter's 
favous, by ſuing for his pardon. No, Made 
4 moiſelle;” replied the MAargueſi with ſome re- 
mains of emotion, I am eaſily impoſed on 
once; but never a ſecond time.“ | 
When this ſtorm was over, the Margueſs de- 
fired the. favour of dining with me the next day, 
adding, he was obliged to leave me, by buſineſs 
that could not be deferred, but the next day he 
dedicated to me, having affairs of the laſt con- 
ſequence to communicate, which regarded us 
both. He uſed a thouſand obliging expreſſions, 
and begged I would forget the uneaſineſs he had 
occaſioned, aſſuring me he ſhould ſhortly make 
me ample amends. I had ſo much reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with his behaviour, that I received his 
civilities with the complaifance due to them. 
The air with which I expreſſed myſelf on the 
_ occaſion, reſtored his uſual chearfulneſs; and it 
muſt be owned, that conſidering his years, he 
was exceeding: diverting ; we parted. very good 
tel e friends, 
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friends, and ſure enough I lirtle thought of the 
troubles into which he was going to involve:me. 
The next day, Thur/Uay,: which I ſhalt never 
forget as — as I lire, Barbara waked me at 
ſut, to tell me, chat a nian of about thirty, very 
indifferertly dreſſed, and led like a blind man 
by a little boy of ſeven years old, defired to ſpeak 
witll me. Good God! dear Barbara, cried” 
I; caold you not have told the troubleſome fel- 
low ] Was E bed, without diſturbing me? 
« Good lack!“ cried Barbara, interruptin 
me; do you think: Tam a fool ? why, bi 
c him be gone about his bufmeſs twenty times. 


© So much:the worſe,” replied: I, you ſhould 
© not affrant people; could you: not have ſent 
© -tiian away crvilly and put him off to a more 
< -convenieait timed Perhaps: he has ſomething of 
c; ſito me: But ſinoe it is too late, 

© let us ſay fio»more: of it g go, ſee what he 
<. would:bave, and tell him he muſt not expect 


c tobe admitted til J know his buſineſs.” My 


aunt left me, muttering ſomething to herſelf; 


it was her cuſtom αhenever Þ reprimanded her. 


Ie is very commendahle to behave with mildneſs 
toithoſe cha ſerveus ;. but too much familiarity 
muſt bequally-aycided ; they immediately reſent: 
the: 2 which is really your due, and 
either to hear wi th their i impertinencep 
or — with A gaod ſervant. I had often con- 
ſidered this; bat I have mentioned my reaſons 
for acting otheb wie: She was my aunt after all, 
ſooner or later ſhe would find it out, and I was 
willing to hehave in ſuch a manner on that ac- 
count, as to: oblige her to own, that I carried 
3 as much like a 1 this 
I had 


w- 
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had laid down as a rule, and was careful in 
'  6bſerving it. „ WT 
My good aunt returned dancing for joy, 
* Good news, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, the gen- 
« tleman was in the right to difturb you; he 
<« ſays, he brings you the beſt tidings your 
„ heart can Wiſh, and that he is come to dry 
« up the tears he knows you have ſhed, and 
s continue daily ta ſhed on his account. Look 
„ ye,” continued ſhe, I was ſo pleaſed to 
„% hear him talk thus, that, if I had durſt, L 
“ would have taken him about the neck.“ 
What could I gather from all this? I imagined 
my aunt was gone diſtracted. Pray what has 
this blind man? cried I, to do with what you 
© mention ? What is his buſineſs with me?“ 
* Faith, Madam, I cannot tell, replied Bar- 
Zara, I only repeat his words; you may be 
better. informed, if you pleaſe, you need only 
« give me leave to bring him hither.” T Do, 
© ſo,* continued 1 very uneaſy; I do not know 
What to make of this affair.“ I had no ſooner 
ſaid this, but Barbara left me, and in a moment 
the blind man and his boy appeared. 

„ Go on, child,” cried he as ſoon as he 
entered the room; that I may throw myſelf 
« into her arms: Go on; where is ſhe, my 


4 dear wife whom J have ever loved ſo tenderly, 


« and who has died 2 thouſand times at the 
« report of my death? Why does ſhe not pre- 
« vent my tender embraces? Does not ſhe ſee 
« me yet? Is not this her chamber?“ Ves, 
© indeed; Papa, replied the little boy, who 
had ſtopped on my making a ſign to Barbara to 
fend them away; we are now in her chamber, 
Mo. et as he 
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< ſhe is there, but I lee plain enough ſhe has no 
< mind to know us.“ Hold your prating, 
e ſaucebox,” | replied the blind man, ſhaking 
bim by the ſhoulder he had hold of; do not 

you ſee, firrah, that too great joy renders 
* this lovely ſpouſe immovable? Heaven pre- 
<<, ſerve her wits !. Bring me immediately to her, 
* who alone can recover her: After ſo Jong a an 


0 abſence, and the belief 'of m death, 


% wonder joy overwhelms her. If grief — 


< times kills, pleaſure as often deſtroys.” “ 


The figure of the blind man, odd enough in 
itſelf, his arms ſwinging about like one feeling 


for ſomething, and his ſtrange diſcourſe, all to- 


gether appeared ſo ridiculous, that 1 burſt into 
a fit of Iaughter. * Heyday !? cried he, © What 
is the meaning of this? Am I made a laugh- 
ing ſtock, or am I miſtaken? Am I not in 


+5 the bouſe of Madame des Roches, who paſſes 


for an officer's widow?” ** You are right, 
© ſure enough,“ cried my good aunt, no- 


thing can be more certain.” © Why then this 


© immoderate mirth?* continued the blind man, 


-* Am I forgot, or not worth owning, becauſe 


© 1 have the misfortune to loſe my eye-f1 gh, 
and am a little disfigured by it! Really, f 
could not have believed that a wife who has 


© ſo great obligations to me, and for whom 1 


have done ſo much, could make fo ungrateful 


© a return. Patience, we will ſee the end of 
it; in the mean time, without any ceremony, 


8 ** I take up my quarters; where ever my 
wife is, there is my home, and let me ſce who 


dare put me out.“ 


This concluſion was ſo far from provoking 


me, that it 10 made me laugh the more: In 


reality, 
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reality, nothing could be more whimſical than 
all this nonſenſe, and a formal deſign of taking 
poſſeſſion of my houſe, under ſo fooliſh a pre- 
text. Barbara, whom I told in a whiſper that 
I did not know the man, and that he was cer- 
tainly mad, fell a laughing as heartily as my ſelf; 
ſhe imagined, that to free me from his imperti- 
nence, ſhe need only take him by the arm and 
lead him out: But the furious blind man, pro- 
voked at her boldneſs, called her names, ſtruck 
her with his cane, ſwearing like a trooper, and 
threatening, that if any one preſumed to come 
within his reach, he would lay it about him. 
My turn was next: Huſſy, cried he, ſpeaking 
to me; is this the reception you afford a huſ- 
© band, who has ſearched you ſo long, after 
being gratified in conſideration of my ſervices, 
and even turned my ſuppoſed death to your 
advantage? It is a crying ſhame, and gives 
room to ſuſpect a gallant ſupplies my place, 
and that apprehending my return ſhould put a 
{top. to your evil conduct, you pretend not to 
know me, in order to indulge yourſelf in an 
infamous courſe of life. But 1 would have 
you to know, Madam, I have friends and right 
on my ſide, which will prove too hard for you, 
and afford me due vengeance, as your vile 
proceedings juſtly deſerve. I am known, I 
may ſay re pected; and if you are ſo much 
your own enemy, as to perliſt in this ſcan- 
dalous obſtinacy, I will make you know in 
four- and twenty hours, a huſband like me is 
not to be trampled upon with impunity.” 
The ferious air with which thete words were 
pronounced, and the good ſenſe they contained, 
I, ETLE 72 | began 
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began to make me uneaſy. ** I am much con- 
< cerned, Sir,” ſaid I, ** at the ill manners I 
have undeſignedly been guilty of, not in re- 
é gard of your perſon, but your diſcourſe, 
% which I do not comprehend. Your miſtake 
<« is owing to the name agreeing together; but, 
I aſſure you, I am an utter ſtranger to you.“ 

— A ftranger to me! perfidious woman !' re- 
plied the officer very earneſtly. © What, did I 
not take you from the wretched condition you 
was in, to make you what you are? Have I 
not had ſeveral children by you, of which this, 
the only one left, is as like you as he can ftare ? 
Go, you are an ungrateful creature, and the 
moſt deceitful of women: I ought not to 
have any thing to do with you for the future; 
and, if it was not for the pleaſure of revenge, 
and to puniſh your wickedneſs, I would aban- 
don you to your evil deſtiny.” | 
«« But, Sir,” replied I, ſpeaking in a very 
ſubmiſſive manner, © keep your temper ; do 
< not expoſe yourſelf to the talk and Jaughter 
„of the town; inform yourſelf better, and 
< you will perceive.your error. There is 
© no bearing this.“ cried the exaſperated blind 
man; © there is no bearing this, and ſince you 
; perſiſt in refuſing to receive me for your 
© huſband, Iwill force you to it before I have 
done. Would to Heaven I had never known 
you! If you have a mind, you may walk off, 
continued he, follow, ſince you are bent on it, 
© your wretched way of life, I will not ſtir a 
s ſtep to hinder you; but, aſſure yourſelf, I 
©" ſhall make this my home, and all the Devils in 
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un Hell ſhall not drive me out. Alas! alas! 


© here 
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* here, child,” added he ſpeaking to the little 
boy, call up my man with the trunks, and then 
© let him go to the cook's ſhop for ſomething to 
© eat, I muſt not expect any thing here; after 
© that I will ſend fora Commiſſary; it is beſt to 

© do things according tolaw.? . _ 5 

I was fo confounded and perplexed with this 
odd ſcene, that I knew not what to ſay. Bar- 
bara cried, What muſt we do?” And really, 
to ſee me ſtanding in a maze, any one would 
have concluded the blind man had really been 
my huſband. | 

My pretended huſband's orders were punc- 
tually obeyed, the trunks were brought into my 
bedchamber; a ſervant, whoſe whiſkers terrified 
me, took oht a night-gown, undreſſed his 
maſter, and receiving his orders in his ear, laid 
the cloth, but not finding the key in the buffet, 
without any ceremony made the lock fly, took 
what he wanted, and in every thing behaved as 
if he had been at home, Let any one imagine 
what effect this mult have, and whether I was 
unconcerned. But, to go on. 

Barbara, frightened as well as I at the man's 
whiſkers, and rough behaviour in forcing open 
the buffet, began to call for help. Her cries 
awaked me out of the dumps, by making me 
reflect that ſhe would draw a crowd, whoſe 
judgment would be formed on appearance, and 
my,ſuppoſed huſband's pretenſions; the deciſions 
of the yopulace are ſeldom guided by any thing 
elſe, and generally favour the unfortunate. 
Daily experience ſhows, the crowd will ſhed 
tears for a man on ihe ſcaffold, whom they have 
curſed during his proſperity, and condemned 
without remorſe, | | 
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After my pretendeJ] huſband had made a hearty 
breakfaſt, and allayed ſome of his ill- humour as 


well as his appetite, he deputed the terrible Swi/5 


to perſuade me to comply without compulſion, 
to prevent, as he ſaid, giving ſcandal. 1 had re- 
tired to my clofet, and was conſidering how to 
diſperſe this eruel ſtorm. I could not tell what 
reply to make the mediator, being ſo much ter- 
rihed, that I was incapable of forming any re- 
ſolution. In this extremity I told his frightful en- 
voy, © that his maſter might act as he thought 
* fit 5 but that neither his threats nor intereſt - 


© ſhould ever draw from me the fooliſh acknow- 


ledgment he required; that 1 could not ima- 
* Sine upon what grounds he had forged ſuch 
< pretenſtons, but did not doubt, in a few 
hours, to make him aſhamed of them.“ 

The Sw, rolling his eyes very furiouſly at 
this anſwer, replied, in his broken language, 


„We will ſee, we will ſee whether you will 


s paſs this trick upon us. Mine Goth ! mine 


„Goth!“ added he by way of reflection as he 


went out, © how deceitful are women! Woe. 
c betide thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be fooled 
hynthem:?”” Sy 3 
Heavens! cried I, after he was gone, what 
fate, what misfortunes purſue me ! Was ever 
wretch thus overwhelmed ? Sure ſuch adventures 
are reſerved for me alone]! Barbara came runs, 


ning to tell me the blind man was throwing 


things about, and rummaging every corner as if 
it was his own. I aſked her what ſhe adviſed me 


to do. To make your complaint,* anſwered 


ſhe, to call in the neighbours, and demand 


* juſtice.” The advice. was not amiſs where a 


perſon | 
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perſon had no reaſons to be concealed; but for 
me it was running too great. a hazard: Vanity | 
would not ſuffer me to declare who I was; be- 
ſides, enquiry would be made why I changed my 
name. Not knowing, in fine; which \ way to 
turn myſelf, IJ heatd* the old Margueſs's coach 
ſtop at the door: I made no queſtion, but his 
preſence and quality would relieve" and free me 
from the terrible ſiege I underwent'in my own 
houſe. IT ſent my aunt to acquaint him with 
what had happened, deſiring he would come 
into the cloſet. The Swiſs's whiſkers carried 
too much terror for me to face, as I muſt have 
done, had I gone to receive the Marqueſs at 
the . 
Hie was much farprized' at the relation, but 
could not forbear laughing at my perplexity. 
« Really,” faid he, « the adventure is uncom- 
mon. Surely no one in his ſenſes ever was 
& guilty of ſuch a piece of folly | Let me try to 
“ open the blind man's eyes, at leaſt as to this 
de affair, and ſee whether he will take my word.” 
After informing me of his deſign to diſſipate 
the ftorm, he went into my chamber where m. 
petended huſband was ſmoaking his pipe: He 
enquired whether it was true, that, without 
rhyme. or reaſon, he had taken poſſeſſion of a 
lady's apartment, whoſe rank was ſuch as not 
to be inſulted by any one? 
The blind man, informed by his 85 what 
Nobleman had entered the room, and jndging 
it was he that ſpoke, anſwered with great re- 
ſpect, that he knew his diſtance too well to con- 
© teſt with the Margucſs of L. V. but, at the 
_ Pe time, he believed him too equitable to 
F 4 © condemn. 
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© condemn an unfortunate man... unheard.” 
1? . Certainly % replied the 2Zargueſs ;. but, if 
you will take my word, Sir, you may ſave 
<«c yourſelf the trouble of proving what I know _ 
to be impoflible : I have known. the lady from 
<< her. childhood, no circumſtance of her life 
& has eſcaped. me, and am convinced ſhe never 
10 was your wife, whatever you alledge. — 
* My Lord,” cried the blind man interrupting 
him, *© I find you are prejudiced, and, notwith- 
% — all I can ſay, will not change your 
© opinion. I ſhall not pretend to over-rule a, 
< perſon of your quality; but I am too well ac- 
quainted with the character of the Marqueſs of 
Z. V. to apprehend he will employ his power 
in tyrannizing over an officer who has ſerved 
his Prince, as his melancholy wounds witneſs, 
and all this to ſupport a woman whoſe be- 
haviour ſhews her void. of virtue. and honour. 
Yours, my Lord, will prevail with you to re= 
main neuter in the diſpute: Law and evidence 
mult decide it; I beg you will permit me to 


to remain where I know I ought to be maſter, 
and whence nobody ſhall drive me, without 
paying dearly for it. I have the misfortune 
to be deprived of my eye-light, but my heart 
is {till good.. 

The Marqueſs was ſati-fied from what he had 
had. that I did not exaggerate the man's ob- 
ſtinacy; he was ſo ſurprized, that he remained 
filent for ſome moments. It was doubtleſs in 
confideration of the name of officer, which the 
blind man took upon him, and which carries 


ſome reſpect, that the dargueſs did not proceed 


r 


have recourſe to them, and in the mean time 
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to extremities. © Is there no way, Sir,” con- 
tinued the Margueſs, © to compromiſe the- 
matter for the preſent ? In caſe you are really 
her huſband, ſhe muſt comply; you wilt 
always have it in your power to live with her, 
© and it would be in vain to endeavour to pre- 
vent it, when once you have proved your 
« title : but, till that is put beyond difpute, you 
„ cannot inſiſt upon living with her, if ſhe diſ- 
* claims you for a huſband. What I have to 
% -propoſe, and, I think would be very proper, 
« is, that you would accept of an apartment in 
© my houſe till the affair be ended; I flatter 
* myſelf, neither of you can object againſt this, 
e nor do ſee what you can do better on the 
& occaſion.” POLY Cor ob þ 

The propoſal ſeemed very reaſonable; but 
we had to do with a headſtrong man, who would: 
not eaſily yield. I am exceedingly conestrned, 
replied he, that my honour will not permit me 
© to receive your favourable propoſal. I ſhould 
© injure myſelf very much, if I abated the leaſt 
© tittle of my pretenſions; my wife is young 
and handſome ; you take her part: This may 
© occaſion ſome talk that will not be agreeable 
© to me; and I am not in a humour ——” 
% Nay, this is too much,“ cried the /dargueſs,, 
* 1 to find himſelf. ſo unreaſonably con- 
tradicted, and nettled at this fly inſinuation: 
<< Since you perſiſt in not hearing reaſon,“ ſaid 
the Nobleman very ſternly, © you muſt be con- 
« vinced that you are wrong, Fetch me a 
Commiſſary; his preſence, perhaps, may have 
more weight; and acquaint him, I defire he 
« will fayour us with his company; we will ſee: 
Ea F 5, « whether 


mY 
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„ whether he will not take my word with ro- 
e gard to this lady. Saying. this, he preſented 
| his hand, and led me into another room, telling 
me with a ſmile to make myſelf eaſy, and that [ 

ſhould fosn be divorced from my pretended 
ebend, 35 

This odd affair opened a whole field of rail- 
lery. Had you been really married,” ſaid the 
Marquee, this would never have happened:: 

Do not you think you would have been fine] 

„caught, if Madam Juſtice, who frequently 
„ blunders, ſhould have condemned you to 
©. ſpend your days with this amiable blind man ??* 

* Ah ! my Lord,” cried I interrupting him, 
do not name it, I.would ſooner die than com- 

© ply with ſuch a ſentence. Believe me, I have 
taken an averſion, I know not why, to the 

© man; 1 mean ſuch an averſion as I never ex- 

© perienced before.“ You. would love him 

i ©. notwithfianding,”” replied the Margueſs, if 
% once he was adjudged to be your huſband. 

Do not you know that marriage creates love?“ 

Perhaps fo,” replied I, laughing very heartily, ; 
if ſuch a whimſical union was in due form; 
but conſider, if you pleaſe, that in living with 

* this terrible officer, inſtead of being his wife, 
© I ſhould very innocently be his miſtreſs, and 
© the more to be pitied, inaſmuch es That 

© would be the jeſt,” cried the Maręueſe, 

laughing exceſſively; you would be his mittreis, 
and, knowing that to be the caſe, you would 

« be obliged by law to behave like adutiful wife.“ 
A ſervant who brought word the Commiſſary 
was come, put an end to the converfation. Being 

introduced, he ſeemed ſurprized at the affair, 
| 5 and 


- 
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and told the Marqueſs very plainly, he could not 
take cognizance of it; that being an inferior 
magiſtrate, he could only proceed by way of re- 


preſentation, not by juriſdiction, terms I did 


not then underſtand: He added, that he could 
not employ force, unleſs it were in caſe of ſcandal 
or violence; neither did he ſtop there, but ſaid 
likewiſe, that nothing was more natural than for 


a huſband to live with his wife, and that it 
would be very ridiculous for a Commiſſary to 


turn a man out of his own houſe, unleſs it was 


proved as clear as light that he was an impoſtor; 


and that even then, he could not pretend to de- 
termine the affair, but dr execute the orders 


of his ſuperiors. 


„ That is as much as to ſay, Mr. Com- 


4 miſlary,”* cried the Marqueſs, taking him up 


very ſhort; © that if this impoſtor ſhould inſiſt 


upon what his pretended wife cannot agree 
* to, and appeals to you, you would refuſe to 


« at; but, while the affair remained in ſuſ- 
* pence, what would' you have the lady do, if 


« © her perſecutor would not be refuſed? Would 
you have her, though ſhe be not his wife, 


« obey an imaginary tie, and in fine, comply.“ 


2 ] do not ſay fo neither,” replied the ma- 


iſtrate, in ſome confuſion; I underſtand 
Very little,” replied the Marques, IJ. ſee I 


& muſt be at the trouble of going myſelf to one 
| © who will teach you your duty on the like o 
& caſions, ſince you are at a loſs what to do: 


© Jn the mean time, Sir, I deſire you will ſtay 
with the lady, to prevent any inſult during, 
my abſence. I am going to Monſi eur de =——, 


- an will be back inttantly,?” 
RE. The 
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The Commiſſary was not a little ſurprized at 
the Marqueſ#'s reſolution, and manner of ex- 
plaining himſelf; but ſtill he perſiſted in his 
opinion, and told me that he ſaw no other ex- 
pedient than for me to go to ſome friend's houſe, 
until the affair was determined. This propofal 
provoked me fo much, that I did not vouchſaſe 
him any anſwer. I placed myſelf at the window, 
muſing on my misfortunes, till the Marqueſs s 
zeturn; any one will imagine I did not want 
for matter. 

It feldom happens, but that in the midſt of 
vexations ſome moments of comfort intervene. 


Such I eſteemed a letter which was brought me 


from Melicourt. I ſhould have been cruelly per- 
plexed to have received it in the old Margueſs's 


. preſence, as the contents will ſhow. 


Loſe not a minute, 1 in making 


you eafy ; the incleſed will yy ain itfelf qa 
than any thing I can ſay, and I ſhauld blame my 


elf for wing up a time ſa precious, by delaying 


the fatiifaction I am am pert ſuaded you are going to 
receive. 77575 night I ſet out, and at my return 


intend myſelf #he honour of waiting on you with an 


account of my journey. 1 am with the greatest 


f _ 


Senate, Jours, Se. 
Let the reader imagine my tranſports: A 


letter from the young Margue/s/ I opened it 


with great eagerneſs; it was as 3 : 


| N O words can „ my gratitude, my le 


Jenny: Haw have 1 deſerved the conſider- 


. Elton you thus m_ me, Could I even n myſelf 
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with ſuch a thought, after the cruel injuſtice I com- 
mitted? Nothing lefs than death ought to expiate 
my offence: If he withold his hand, it is to ſpare 
a life you value, and give me an opportunity of re- 
cetving your pardon, © 8 

The uſe I ſhall make of future days, as I nwe 
them to you, will be no other than what will con- 
tribute to make 2 happy. I wait my recovery, 
and the end of the campaign, with impatience, that 
I may make you mine, and declare to my father # 


cannot liue without you. = 
The Marqueſs of L. V. 


Be under no concern for my wound; Tam aſſured 
of a compleat cure in eight days. The joy of hear- 
ing from you was a ſovereign balm, whoſe excel 
ence till has its eech. Melicourt, for whom [ 
Have a cordial affeftion, will acquaint you with 
y ſentiments. Adieu, my charmer ; though my 
 zweakneſs will not ſuffer me to explain myſelf more 
at large, my heart makes ample amends, and ſpeaks 
a thouſand times more than I write, © 


From the Camp of. 


One moment's joy buries in oblivion all paſt 
ſufferings. Mine was compleat, ariſing from 
the aſſurances my dear Marqueſs gave me of his 

affections, At that inſtant I vowed an unalter- 
able paſſion and inviolable fidelity. It ſeemed as 
if the letter was ſent expreſsly to ſupport me 
againſt the violent attacks that were coming on. 
J ſtood on the brink of the greateſt trial I could 
poſſibly undergo, and which would require all 
my reſolution. WF Ws EI 
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I was muſing very agreeably 0 on the happineſs 
1 had greater reaſon. than ever, to expect from 
theſe laſt aſſurances, when I heard the Margueſs's 
coach at the door, I made no doubt but that he 
came to free me from my pretended huſband. I 
was not miſtaken; he was followed by a perſon, 
with proper orders, who immediately notified 
them to the blind man. I find intereſt has been 
made, cried he upon hearing them, © and. I 
© muſt ſubmit ; but there are laws in force, and 
© we will ſee whether i it is allowable, in a per- 
© fidious woman, to-expel her huſband.“ No- 
body making any anſwer, he hurried on his. 
clothes and retired, ſwearing that in a few hours 
I ſhould hear from him again. The perſon en- 
truſted with the orders to oblige him to with- 
draw, adviſed him in a polite manner not to 
carry things to an extremity, for that this was. 
not a country to countenance violent means. 
The blind man WT ſhook his head, and as lie 


110 ? 


Ws be no miſtake. 
My deliverance from this man afforded me no. 


ſmall ſatisfaction. I muſt own he had occaſioned: 
.2 great deal of uneaſineſs, and without the. ſea- 
ſonable relief I received, I mu{t have abandoned 
my lodgings. This had been very hard, but 
there would have been no other remedy. The. 
account I have given. of the adventure, ſhows. 
he was not a man to be eaſily beat out of his 
quarters. 
It was paſt dinner- time before I was miſtreſs. 
of my own apartment. The Marqueſs very 


politely dale to dine with me; but, my con- 
- | ſternation | 
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Bert had been ſo great, that I had not t given 


any orders on that head. I went into the kitchen, 


and prefently remedied my forgetfulneſs. At 


Paris, money provides a dinner in a moment, 
if one knows the method of it. But to return 
to the old Marqueſs. 


I found him ſo buried in thought, that he ſcarce 


faw me enter the room. Good God! cried 
I., mimicking his penſive poſture, which awak- 
ened him and made him ſmile; “ you are migh- 


„ tily taken up with yourſelf ! © Not ſo much 
as you imagine, I had called a council with 
my heart and you preſided. I have great de- 
figns in your behalf, Jenny, and you have it 
in your power to be one of the happieſt of 
women; but fincerity, diſcretion, and ſecrecy, 
are requiſite. I read in your eyes an impati- 
ence to know my meaning : I ſhall not keep 
you long in ſuſpence; let us dine, afrer 
which we will ſhut ourſelves up and diſcourſe 

at leiſure. He changed his ſubject upon this, 

which made me ſimagine he deſigned to inform. 


me by degrees of what might ſurprize me, and 


what ſure enough I had no reaſon to expect; 


nevertheleſs, I am apt to think there was as 
much backwardneſs as policy in the delay. On 


ſome occaſions, timorouſneſs and ſhame guard 


the ſoul againſt deluding ſentiments; ſevere 


reaſon employs fuch means in reſtraining it, and 
fometimes with ſucceſs, from giving. a looſe to 


our appetites. 
After dinner, the Margueſs deſired, that if any 


one came, I would give orders to lay was not 


at home, that ve might not be interrupted. 


This - precaution? being taken, he drew near 
aud addreſſed me in the following words: 


7-00 TE 
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If I were leſs convinced, than I really am, 


© my deareſt Jenny, of your virtue, I ſhould. 


© not have taken a reſolution of the greateſt con- 
© ſequence in life. But I am ſo well ſatisfied as 


© to that particular, as to be determined to be- 


© ftow upon you a rank and fortune far ſuperior 
© to your birth, and which you had no reaſon to. 


expect; but that deficiency never occaſioned: 


© a, moment's heſitation, for I look upon birth. 
© but an introduction to the main buſineſs, our: 
© conduct in life; and when the former is diſ- 
© ſtinguiſhed, and our manners fall ſhort. of its. 
© ſplendor, it only ſerves to render thoſe more- 
* infamous, who, if I may be allowed the ex- 
© preſſion, fail to make good the engagements 
© under which they entered this world, If 


© ſuchare my ſentiments in regard of thoſe who, 


© being born to give great example, degenerate 
© into a vicious conduct, I extol to the very 


© Heavens all ſuch, who, ſhaking off the droſs. 


© of a mean extraction, adorn themſelves with 
© the rays of virtue, and ſhine bright in the- 
© paths of probity and honour. This is the 


© Nobility I adopt, and even prefer it to the 


© Royal Majeſty of crowned heads. 
In you, my dear Jenny, I have found this 
virtue, theſe ſentiments, this. honour, which 


I fo much adore: I could not behold them 


© united to ſo many jcharms, without deſiring to: 


be allied to them. I am ſenſible that cuſtom 
runs againſt my maxims, and that among the 


© Nobility, mean alliances are ſeldom pardoned ;. 
© I muſt expect to be pointed at, to have con- 
6 jectures raiſed, and even if I ſuffered my deſign: 
© to take air before it be pſt preventing, to be: 
3 diſappointed 


A 
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_ T diſappointed, and -undergo not only remon- 


© ſtrances, but the interp ſition of 'a ſuperior 
© authority ; upon this account (and there is too 
© much reafon to apprehend it) 1 muſt employ 
© ſecrecy to compaſs my aim; a little time will 
© ſuffice for the execution; provided we agree, 


* 2 


ve {hall eaſily carry our point. . 
I believe, after what I have ſaid to you, my 
© deſign is obvious: I am my own maſter, and 
* accountable to nobody; an only fon I have, 
* who cheriſhes me as much as I love him; 
© I deferred breaking my mind to you till I had 
wy ſounded him; J nave his zpprobation, he tells 
* me, my entruſting him with the affair,” oc- 
© caſioned the greateſt tranſports: It is true, F 
© didnot name the perſon, but here is his letter; 


© you know the hand, ſee whether his duty does 


not equal my kenns : 
The Margzeſs taking a letter out of his pocket, 

the hand-writing of which I preſently knew, 

R 4 P i4 3 5 8 FM — —— 

gave it me to read. I opened it with greag 

emotion, not being able as yet to divine the 


meaning of what I had heard. I flattered my- 


ſclf that it favoured my ſentiments ; the ſequel 
will ſhew whether I was miſtaken. The letter 


* 


was as follows: 


Mx Lonn, 

? Received with the greateſ? gratitude the marks of 
1 % apts you are pleaſed to repoſe in me; 
and though you had thought fit to have acted other- 


wiſe, 1 Should have had the ſame reſpect for the 


perſon, in whoſe favour you are deter mined; T 


Jmeerely share in the happintſs you propoſe to your- 
my N 0 I FOOTY F : | 


Lon 944 8 elf» 
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ſelf and Shall be overjoyed to be a PLAY of . | 


1 am with * graute re * My Lord, 


7 


This letter ſpecified nothing, yet 5 to 


ſtrengthen my prepoſſeſſion; I fancied, with 
ſome reaſon, I was the chief perſon concerned: 
It will be evident that every circumſtance con- 
tributed to lead me into a miſtake. 
Having read the letter, 1 returned it to the 
Marqueſs, ſaying, there was no need of any 
6 ſuch proofs to convince me of his ſon's re- 


« ſpect for him.” © Excuſe me, replied the. 


old Nobleman, © they may ſerve to ſhew you. 
© the regard I have for what belongs to me; 
© however, as TI perceive you do not entirely 
x camprehend me, let me farther explain my 


© good intentions; they tend to give you a rank 


in the world, and convince you how great a 
© ſhare you havein my efteem. But to prevent 
* any. miſtake on your fide, know, charming 
Jen, that notwithſtanding the reaſons which 
0 oppoſed my inclinations, I have reſolved with 
c myſelf, you ſhall in a ſhort time be Mar- 
© chioneſs of EF. 
| Theſe laſt words appeared to me ſo deciſive, 
and conformable to what I had ſo long defired, 
that, penetrated with a grateful ſenſe, I threw 
myſelf at the old Margueſs's feet; I was io ſur- 
prized, and aſtoniſhed at a vifent [ had ſo little 
reaſon. to expect, that I wanted words to expreſs 
my acknowledgments, How well pleaſed am 
* I, my dear child,“ ſaid the old Margueſa, 
6 taking me up, to difcover, by the 4 
have 
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] have occaſioned, that what I now do for you, 
ſuits with your inclinations! I have long heſi- 
tated, I muſt own, before I declared my inten- 
ons. My mind miſgave me, that your paſſion for 
my fon would prove an obſtacle, and that your 
hear t would not eaſily comply with my deſires ; 
but I ought to have conſidered your diſcretion, 
and from thence aſſumed hopes of ſucceſs. 
The leſs reaſon I had to expect ſo favourable a 
reception, the greater impreſſion your man- 
ner of complying makes in my breaſt. For 
my part, I ſhall behave in ſuch a manner, that 
you will own, though ] have not youth on my 
ſide, I have complaiſance and good humour, 
far ſurpaſſing ſuch a frivolous advantage; for 
neither that, nor beauty, make a woman 
happy; it is the temper, it is good ſenſe that 
effect it, as every day's experience evinces.“ 
How it ſhould be poſſible for me thus to re- 
member what the Marqueſs ſaid on this occaſion, 
I cannot conceive ; for ſo overwhelinedas I was 
at what I heard, fo confounded at his deſign o 
marrying me, and ſo terrified concerning what 
anſwer to make, that I could not utter a fingle 
word. To approve of his propoſal, and dif- 
ſemble my own inclinations, would only give 


him greater authority over me, and haſten m 


deſtiny ; in refuſing the honour for ill-concerted 
reaſons, and not acknowledging my averſion, 
what riſk did I not run? Doubtleſs, the Noble- 
man mult be greatly enamoured, to reſolve on 
ſuch an unequal match; was it not natural to 
expect, after the advances he had made, that 
he would come to extremities, rather than be 


diſappointed, and revenge a denial from ſo mean 
| | a perſon 


* 
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a perſon too much honoured in the propoſal ? 
My troubled mind repreſented the behaviour of 
the ſon on this fatal occaſion : Would not he be 
made accountable for my refuſal ? Might it not 
be alſo expected, that to puniſh both the lover 
and his miſtreſs, he would take care to ſeparate 
them ſo, as they ſhould never ſee each other 
more? This thought determined my anſwer. 
*© Youſee, my Lord, the confuſion and per- 
. plexity I am in,” ſaid Ito the Murguc ſe, 
ſtriving to command my countenance. Alas !, 
who could avoid being ſo in my ſituation? © Do 
I hear aright, or is it not an illuſion? Shall, 
& a country girl, with no other recommenda- 
& tion than her virtue and a ſmall ſhare of 
* beauty, marry a Nobleman of your rank F. 
& Give me leave to call it in queſtion ; he under- 
86 ſtands himſelf - too well=——” < I have 
© already told you,” replied the old Marqueſa 
with ſomeimpatience, that virtue with me ſur- 
©* paſſes birth and fortune, and to that you muſt 
7 afcribe what 1 have determined in your. fas. 
© your: Why then ſhould you doubt a thing 
© of which 1 give ſo evident a proof? You are 
© not the only one, Jenny, whom fortune has 
s thus favoured, and will not be the laſt. Men 
© of greater diſtinction than myſelf have fur- 
© niſhed examples of it; but 1 have this ad- 
© vantage, I barely do juſtice to merit, a reaſon. 
© not only ſufficient in itſelf, but. warrantable 
© to the world, whereas others, in breaking 
© through received cuſtoms, have been influ- 
© enced by their whims, or drawn in by their 
< paſſions ; neither of which are pardunable.% “. 
Whatever I could alledge, was nn 


* 


« 
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ſo much ſtrength of reaſon by the Marqueſs, 
_ that it was impoſſible to maintain the evaſion 
any longer which diſſimulation ſuggeſted ; hap- 
pily he furniſhed me himſelf with a pretence, 
which I greedily caught at. It was neceſſary, 
as he propoſed, to regulate matters, that the in- 
_ tended wedding ſhould be kept private for 
- ſome time; this he imagined not very feaſible 
by reaſon of the Court's being fo near, and his 
own numerous retinue; if it ſhould be done at 

any of his ſeats, he had too large an acquaint- 
ance to prevent its taking air © Suppoſe it 


I 


© ſhould be deferred“ ſaid I very naturally, 


e till the King takes ſome journey—Your em. 
© ployment obliges you to accompany the 
„ Court, and all your ſervants muſt follow you 
of courſe; you may pretend urgent affairs 
s call you to Paris, and bring away one truſty 
„ domeſtic; every thing ſhall be in readineſs 
“ for the ceremony, which being over, you 

«© may inſtantly return. and appear at the levee 
es as if nothing had happened: As to me, , ſhall 

% continue in the fame way of life as uſual, 
« till you judge proper to own your marriage. 


K „ 


K 


6 hazard, or your ſecret liable to be diſcovered.“ 
The Marqueſi thought my propoſal ſo well 

concerted, that taking me in his arms he ap- 
plwauded it: Your wit and good ſenſe” ſaid he, 
are not inferior to your charms; my ardent 
© yows are accompliſhed in ſuch an invaluable 
* acquiſition.” Every thing that politeneſs 
could ſuggeſt was beſtowed on me. The re- 
maining part of the day was ſpent in ordering 


the future wedding; I came readily Into every 


thing 


In acting thus, I do not apprehend you run any 
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| thing he propoſed on that ſubject; finer projects, 


ſure enough, Were never laid out; we talked 
of nothing but rejoicings,. equipages, and gran- 
deur. He thought. to pleaſe me by this pom- 
pous parade ; but alas ! how different were my 


thoughts ! I devoured my ſighs, and only waited | 


an opportunity to give them full cope. 
TT he chaiſe in which the Margueſs was to re- 


turn to Verſailles being at the door, he took his 


leave of me with a deep figh. © How ſhall I 


© ſuffer,” ſaid he, re 7M eight days of 
© abſence, my charming enny ! May I hope 


0 you will ſometimes beſtow a thought on one, 


in whoſe mind you are ever preſent?“ J re- 
turned the beſt anſwer I was able to many 
marks of his affection; and, as nothing is eaſier 
than to impoſe on a man in love, he went away 


1 az eas 


he moment I was alone, I ſhut myſelf up 


in my cloſet ; the buſineſs was to come to a re- 
ſolution without loſs of time. My ancient lover 


was too deeply ſmitten to wait long ; I did not 
even dare to depend on the delay which reaſon 


had extorted from him ; he might change his 


mind the next minute, carry me to one of his 


* 


ſeats, and hazard a diſcovery to gratify his paf- 
ſion. When people of a certain age make a 
falſe ſtep, they generally come to extremities. 


J bethought myſelf of the pretence under 


which I had aſſiſted my parents, and imagined it 
Would afford me a ſafe and honourable retire- 
ment; lince my father and mother had not dif- 
covered me, it was highly probable ſtrangers 


would not be quicker ſighted : beſides, my way 


| of lite un: be ſo , as to prevent any 


troubleſome 
324 
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_ troubleſome adventure or diſcovery of my re- 
treat. It was highly neceſſary to conceal ſuch a 
85 ſtep from the old Margueſs; for after my flight 
was known, I muſt expect the utmoſt effects 
of his rage; as he would be juſtly exaſperated 
to meet with ſuch a return for all his favours 
and convincing proofs of his affection. From 
love to hatred is a common change, eſpecially 
when attended with deſpair. | 
| This place ſeemed fitteſt for my purpoſe, 
becauſe our village was the laſt place in the 
world to ſearch for me: I had been ſo long ab- 
ſent, and there were ſo many ſpecious rea - 
ſons againſt my returning thither, that I. ap- 
plauded myſelf a thouſand times for making ſuch 
a choice. Be that as it will, the deſign gave me 
great content, and I had no ſooner formed it, 
dut I thought of the means of putting it in exe- 
cution. I concluded, that what I ought to do 
_ firſt, was to write the young Marqueſs word 

of his father's deſign, my behaviour on the oc- 


caſion, and the retirement I had choſen : I told 


him, that in expectation of Heaven's appointing 


me ſome ſettlement, I was going to preſerve a 


heart which ever ſhould be entirely his: I com- 
forted him on occaſion of our diſappointments, 
and begged him to imitate my reſolution in the 
vexations we might ſtill meet with; in a word, 
I poured out my heart in this letter, whoſe 
length took up belt part of the night. In writing 
to a perſon beloved, one never has ſaid enough, 
and the time employed in it ſlips away inſenſibly. 

1 was ſo fatigued when J finiſhed my epiitle, 
that I was obliged to go to bed. I ſtar ted 
ſeveral times out of my ſleep, fancying the old 


| 
[ 
| 


1 
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Marqueſs, was come with a deſign en to carry me 
into the country, and conclude the cruel mar- 
riage; my imagination was ſo diſturbed, that it 
ran on nothing elſe. _ 

I The firſt thing I did i in the morning, after re re- 
commending myſelf and affairs to Heaven, was 
writing to St. Fal; my obligation to him made 

it an indiſpenſible duty. The contents of my 

letter were much the ſame with what I wrote to 
the Marqueſs. Could I do lefs for fo ſincere and 
tender a friend? 1 was ſo happy a few days after 
- as to give him ſome proofs of my friendſhip ; but 
of that in its proper place. 
Juſt as Barbara returned from the poſt, two 
4 meſſengers, on very, different, errands, come to 
me. The firſt was from the old Margueſs, with 
1 letter and a-baſket. The. letter was filled with 
© the: Brovgeſt, aſſurances of his tenderneſs, and 
the baſket contained £ rich toilette with all its 
- > appurtenances of gi plate; in one of the 
bs r e found, ye hundred Tous d'Ors. But 


before I mention my ſentiments concerning this 
rich preſent, I muſt. ſay ſomething of the ſecond 


mie eſſenger. 2118 10 e 
A broad: ſhouldered man, with a ſharp noſe 5 


and a. black wig, gave, me à paper full o 
Acrawls,: which Was all Hebrew to me. 10 led 


2 


dim to read it. He ſaid, not to trouble me 


with law terms, it was à ſummons to appear 
a before the Judges there named, in order to 
i ene Meſfre t epben tes Reches, Oc. 

as my buſband, or to prove the contrary ; 

; 4 failing which, he was impowered to ſeize my 
|. © pexfon wherever he could find me. The time 
for appearing was three days after the date, _ 


© two in the — &. 
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I was aſtoniſhed at the blind man's obſtinaty 
in perliſting to have me for a wife. I told the 

_ tipſtaff, © I ſhould act as I ſaw proper; upon 
Which he leſt me, ſaying, that the plaintiff was 
_ © in the right to lay claim to me; for I was well 
© worth the coſts of ſuit.” e on on 
Another reaſon, any one may ſee, for leaving 
Paris, and which admitted of no delay; ac- 
_ cordingly I began the fame day to pack up what 
intended to carry with me, deſigning to leave 
the care of it to MH. elicoxyt, who had en- 
deared himſelf to me by the late proof he gave 
of his readineſs to ſerve me, which I ſhall ever 
In two days I was prepared for my journey ; 

J had a letter ready to inform him, at his arrival, 
where I was gone, and my motives for retiring ; 
] begged of him to forward the things I had 
packed up, and direct them to Madame de Main- 
ville. I had ſuffered too much already by the 
other name, to go by it any longer: I intended 
to ſurprize my aunt, to prevent any accident, 
and not acquaint her with the place to which { 
was going, leſt her great joy ſhould make any 
_ diſcoveries. In all ſteps of this nature too much 
_ precaution cannot be uſed, and the beft way is 
to keep one's own ſecrets, eſpecially with regard 
to fervants, who generally are not over diſcreet. 
The preparations for my journey had fatigued 
me ſo very much, that I was going to bed when 
I heard ſome horſe ſtop at the door. I looked 
out of the window, and found it was Afeltcourt. 
How much I was overjoyed, in the circumſtances 
I was in, let any one judge. I ran to meet him. 
„Tou could not have come” faid I, at a 
Vol. III. 27 % more. 
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more ſeaſonable time; a few hours later I had 
«© been gone.” He was much ſurprized at this, 
and enquired very earneſtly what was my mo- 
tive. But I was too impatient to hear what he 
had to ſay himſelf, to give him the ſatisfaction 
he required, and therefore begged he would yield 
to my importunity. The Margueſi was become 
ſo dear to me, that every thing elſe muſt give 
place. Melicourt ſmiled at my eagerneſs. * He 
* deſerves it all,” ſaid he, you have in him the 
. Phoenix of lovers; and he, on his fide, owes 
© his life-to you. His caſe was deſperate when 
© ] arrived: Hearing from you, drew him out 
| © of a deep melancholy, which, joined to his 
wounds, muſt have ſoon brought him to his 
© grave; but, as ſoon as he was acquainted with 
© the occaſion of my journey, he appeared 
© another man; weak as he was, he would read 
© your letter himſelf: What tranſports of joy 
did he not expreſs upon the occaſion! MA. 
© Melicourt,” ſaid he, how ſhall I ſhow you 
© my gratitude for this ſingular piece of ſervice? 
Do you know that the precious treaſure you 
© brought me, has reſtored my life? The charm- © 
ing creature!” cried he: What concern! 
What tenderneſs! What a revenge has ſhe 
© taken of my groundleſs ſuſpicion, thus to give 
© -me convincing proofs of the ſincereſt affection! 
© Such generous and endearing proceedings ſhall 
© never be forgot; acquaint her with this, and 
that, when recovered, nothing ſhall be left 
« undone to compleat our mutual happineſs. 
| © The little time I remained with him, Made- 
moi ſelle, continued Melicourt, his whole 
£ diſcourſe ran upon nothing elſe. He deligned 
8 N to 
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© to- have' diſpatched Dubois to make you eaſy ;+ 
© but finding I intended to return immediately, 
© he entruſted me with his commands, which I 
© eſteemagreat honour; and | am the more plea- 
© ſed, as Jam ſenſible Imay depend on his intereſt,” 
© for which, Mademoi ſelle., I am beholden to 
© you, and it is of too great conſequence not to 
© attach me for ever to your ſervice!” , 
After we had diſcourſed, Melicourt and I, 
a long time concerning the Marqueſs, I in- 
formed him of all that had happened, and what 
IJ was forced to do. He approved of my con- 
duct, adding, that when my lover knew the ſa- 
crifice I had made to him, he would be overjoyed. 
As to the old Nobleman, I ſhowed his rich pre- 
ſent to Melicourt, acquainting him with the per- 
plexity I was in on that account, and my reſo- 
lution of returning it. By no means, cried 
Melicourt very haſtily ; © if you will take my ad- 
vice, you may employ it much better: The 
© young Marqueſs has commiſſioned me to take 
© up money for him in Paris, his campaign having 
© conſumed all his ready money, and the remit- 
© tances from his father not being ſufficient, the , 
© greateſt ſervice you can do, would be to ſupply. 

© him: Seize this occaſion, which ſeems deßgned 
© to give you an opportunity of obliging him 
* with great delicacy.* Mielicourt's propoſal ap- 
peared fo charming, that | embraced it very joy 
fully ; even if I had not had the money by me, 
J would have fold every individual thing. as a 
proof of my tenderneſs. I gave the itv2 hundred 
Louis d'Ors to Melicourt, who undertook to 
remit them to my lover, and, by the ſale of my 
moveables, which were more than ſufficient to 
MD G2 maks 
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make up the ſum again. As to the toilette, I 
left it entire in a cheſt of drawers, and, after 
concerting with Melicourt, wrote the following 
letter to the old Margueſs, to let him know, that 

though I could not comply with what he re- 
quired, I was not wanting in point of gratitude, 
nor undeſerving of his favours by my behaviour. 


Should be very ungrateful, my Lord, if I re- 

tired without acguainting you 4 it, and my mo- 
tives for ſo doing. Your title to the affettions of a 
| hrvomian ts whom you have thus behaved, ts tuo clear 

to be diſputed, as the honour of being yours is too 
great not to merit all the duty and love a wife can 
be capable of. Aſter weighing with the greateſt at- 
rention your propoſals, I find my heart affords no- 
thing more in your regard, than reſpect and grati- 
zune. But as this is not enough, nor is it in my 
potuer to go farther, I conclude the deficiency to be 
fo great, that I am not worthy the honour of being 
your wife. With theſe ſentiments I retire to expiate 
my misfortune, but ſhall ever be mindful of the ob- 
tigations I have received. Excuſe, therefore, my con- 
duc on this occaſion, as it is ſuitable to the probity 
en which I value myſelf, and the ſentiments of re- 
ect and eſteem with which I ſball ever be, my 


Lerd, 
he Nour's, Cc. 


P. S. I received with very grateful ſentiments 
the magnificent toilette you was pleaſed to beſtow 
b me. l durſt not return it, for fear of diſ- 
obliging ycu, neither did I think proper to carry it 
zoith me, conſidering the ſtep I have taten; I hade 
I:ft it in the drawers belonging to my — 

K 1 ; ; Eg 
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The perſm in whoſe care I have left my affairs, 
will bring it to you, my Lord, whenever you pleaſe 
to give your orders, with the money it contains. 
I repeat my proteſtations of reſpect and gratitude, 

and ſhall continually offer up my vows for your 
precious life, A | 

It was very lucky for me that Moelicourt was 
returned, his affiftance was very ſerviceable, fo 
that in leſs than half a day, every thing was 
ready for my journey; we agreed that he ſhould 
remain in my apartment till the Marques and 

St. Fal had anſwered my letters, that fuch as 
came in the mean time might be taken care of. 

Every thing being fixed, I ſet out the next day 

at four in the morning, after I had agreed with 
 Melicourt that he ſhould write from time to time 
an account of what paſſed in my abſence. | 

| Behold me once more a wandering fugitive, 
ignorant of what was to follow, ſo many troubles 
T had undergone. All my paſt life prefented it- 
ſelf to my imagination, and plunged me into 
deep thought. What, always thinking “ ſaid my 
good aunt, © always melancholy ! Muſt I never 
ſee an end ofy our afflictions? they muſt cer- 
tainly be very great, not to allow you a moment's 
reſpite. It is true, if you were really in want, 
or did not know where to go, I would not be 
angry with you; but, Heaven be prafſed, that 
is not your caſe; far from running away in 
debt, you have left good effects behind you, 

< which you may have again when you pleaſe, 
© It is not ſo with me, Heaven knows !* con- 
tinued Barbara with a deep ſigh, after twenty 
years ſervice, what have I laid up? Hetetto- 
iu ed. G 3 , fore, 


% 1 
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C 2 I was not in ſo good a place indeed, as 
* yours, where I want for nothing; but then 
* you muſt own, I pay dear enough in con- 
* ſcience for it, in the affection I have taken 
taken for you: Do not you believe, every 
© time I ſee you in tears and affliction, I am 
© vexed to the heart? and indeed, how canit 
© be otherwiſe on ſuch an e 1 
“ Things will mend,“ anſwered I, 60 my 
« friend, do not be caſt. down, the country air 
« will make me chearful.” * Are we going to 
© live in the country ? cried Barbara overjoyed. 
© Heaven be praiſed, I ſhall be happy ! What ! 
© ſee the fields, the ſun riſe, hear the lark and 
© the nightingale, and ſpin at the door? What 
© 2a bleſſing ! And I ſhall hear no more the . 
tling of coaches, and all the burly-burly w 
| © leave behind us! After all, your Paris is C 
© Hell upon earth. To be ſhut up from morning 
© to night like a Nun in a cloiſter; to be in dread 
of thieves and rakes; to be hunched, and 
© throwndown at every foot and anon, or have 
© the tiles or chamber-pot about one ears ! Oh, 
Madam, I am quite tranſported I And when 
_ © ſhall. we get thither ?? « Tomorrow,” an- 
ſwered I with a ſmile, knowing how the would 
rejoico, we ſhall lie at your village.” 
l had no ſooner named the word, but Barbara 
. ſhouteq, aloud ; At our village * cried ſhe, 
.* aſter which my bowels have 10 long yearned ? 
« Ah! my dear miſtreſs,” continued ſhe with 
tears of j Joy, © it was Heaven itfelf that put fuch 
a thought in your head ; for you have pitched 
* upon the molt charming place on earth. Aye, 
* your Paris, with all its finery, is not to be 
compared 
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© compared with it; there you will breathe” 
* wholeſome freſh air; you will be a little queen 
© among them. Lifelikins ! how you will be ad- 
© mired! they will all crowd to ſee you, I warrant 
© you: And how the curate will raiſe his voice 
at the preface, when you appear ! for let me 
© tell you, he is no clown, and keeps the beſt of 
company; nay, in my time, they could not 
tell what to do without him at the Caſtle.. 
Barbara was ſo tranſported at this unlooked- 
for happineſs, that ſhe talked of nothing elſe all 
the journey. I would not ſend a meſſenger be- 
fore, as I once intended, from the firſt day's. 
journey, becauſe. my father had wrote to Bar- 
bara n few days before I ſet out; he acquainted. 
her, that all my commiſſions were executed, 
and that I might come whenever I pleaſed; 
that my, chamber was ready, well furniſhed, : 
and every thing, he hoped, to my liking. This 
letter had greatly contributed to determine me 
in regard of the place. A certain indolence 1 
had contracted, inclined to the fide on which 1 
found the leaſt trouble, and I was pleaſed that 
care was Over. Eaſe inſeniibly habituates us to 
lazineſs, which, when once indulged,” colts: 
very dear to be overcome. > 6 
The tight of our ſteeple created in me a ſe- 
eret joy, though attended with ſome uneaſineſs 
that I could not command. As for Barbara, 
ſhe was in raptures: There, Madam, there is 
© the dear village! ſaid ſhe pointing to it, The. 
© great houſe on the left, ſurrounded with thoſe 
L — trees, is the Caſtle; about a gun-ihot_ 
© from the village; we ſhall paſs by the gates, 
and you will ſee a fine place, where we dance 
1 G 4 on 


on Sundays. That brook waters the garden; 
© and the tops of the houfes behind thoſe high ' 
© trees, is where the village ſtands. Still as we 
© advanced, my good aunt explained all the par- 
ticulars as they occurred; and this, with ſuch” 
an innocent ſatisfaction, that I envied her hap- 
pinefs, and would have given any thing to have 
ſhared with her. * | * 
Upon our entrance into the village, Barbara 
knew one of her neighbours who was ſpinning 
before her own door; the called to her aloud, 
begged the poſtillion to ſtop for a moment, made 
herſelf known, and aſked a hundred queſtions 
all in a breath. The good country-woman, 
after recollecting Barbara, told her neighbour 
who was folding ſome ſheep, ſhe told a third; 
"and, as it was the time for the cattle to come 
home, every one was ſtirring, and in a trice we 
had half the village about the chaiſe. I called to 
the poſtillion to go on to Foby B-o——"s, upon 
which ſeveral girls, who were ſurprized to hear 
me mention one of their neighbours, offered 
their ſervice to ſhew the way, run ſkipping along 
before the horſes, and brought me in triumph to 
the houſe. But, how little did it appear! How 
did the village, ſo much boaſted of by Barbara, 
and which J had repreſented to myſelf fo charm- 
Ing, now appear wretched and miſerable ! The 
tears came; and, in ſpite of reaſons force, I 
regretted the charming abode I had quitted. 
Childiſh prejudices were vaniſhed, I was fami- 
liarized with grandeur ; to advanceis more agree- 
able than to go back : how ſhall I expreſs my- 
ſelf? I was fool enough to be humbled at the 
meanneſs which ſurrounded me; and why ? Be 


4 
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_ Eauſe I was enamoured with oftentation ! Be- 
cauſe I was vain Becauſe my little knowledge 
of the world had infeQed me | "9 
In the mean time, my father and mother, 
who were told of my arrival, came very joy- 
fully to help me down out of the chaiſe. My 
agitation was fo great, and my mind ſo troubled, 
that I did not hear a word of the obliging things. 
they ſaid. Going into the houſe, my mother 
made a tion which frightened me, appre- 
hending I was diſcovered : I learnt afterwards, 
ſhe was upon the point of taking me about the 
neck, my face made ſuch an impreſſion on her, 
becauſe, being in an undreſs, I was lefs unlike 
what I had formerly been. But it went no far- 
ther than a fright, and I was conducted to my 
little apartment, conſiſting of a bed chamber 
and alittle room, the furniture plain, but new 
and convenient; and, with what was coming 
after me, I found myſelf very commodiouſly 
fituated, and better than I deſerved. 5 
My father, who was tranſported with the 
honour he fancied I did him in lodging there, 
ſhewed me, that from my chamber I could go 
into a neat little garden under my winJowss 
ke told me, he had deferred laying the walks till 
my arrival, and that in eight days time I ſhould 
have à parterre of flowers at the ſoot of the ſtairs. 
I thanked him for his civilities, and aſſured him 
I was overjoyed to e in his houſe, which 
indeed was very true. There was but one par- 
ticular 1 dreaded ; that was, being difcovered 
fooner or later. I was now pretty ſafe as to my 
father and mother, and much more in regasdof 
my ſiſter; but Calia the young fellow who had 
ble! "RT: 1 
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been ſo fond of me, could he behold me without 
being moved? The impreffions nature makes, 
though deep, daily experience ſhows that time 
will wear them out. But it is far otherwiſe 
with the ideas engraved in the heart of love; as 
the paſſion is ſtronger, the trace is deeper, and 
conſequently, outlaſts the other; beſides, Colin 
had ſeen me ſince I had left the village. 

Nevertheleſs, I baniſhed. theſe fears; I was 105 
much grown, and my features were now formed 
and quite altered, that I imagined nobody would 
know me 3 at leaſt 1 was willing to flatter my- 
ſelf ſo. 

When I was in bed, I laid down a plan for my 
conduct, making it a rule to ſee no company, 
but to ſpend my time in working and reading. 
As to my table, I determined it ſhould be plain, 
to avoid expence and ſhow, and not lie under the 
reproach of acting the lady in my father's houſe. 
I thought proper, indeed, to eat alone, appre- 
hending too great a familiarity might diſcover 
the ſecret, and as yet I did not approve of being 
| oblig ed to declare myſelf. . 
ie difficulty flill remained; the jy 7 
3 might return, and be deſirous of diſcourſin 
with me. He had been ſeen there beſore, an 
Hig preſence and viſits might recall thoſe. ideas 
which. were but too, carefully laid up; all this 
put together, Jenny might be found to. be her 
| that, was deſirous to paſs for FER Ie, 

This I imagined might happen 3 and certainly 
bad in a ſhort time, but that the Margue/s, ap- 
prehended the ſame thing. It. will. — — 
how. he managed the affair; at, preſent. ſome- 
thing elſe demands our attgation z every thing 


has its proper Place. I 
Fr — 


— 
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if * the night better than I had reaſon to 
expet. In the morning, my mother bringing. 


me ſome broth, which I ordered Barbara to make 


over night, told me, that the gentleman at 
« the aſile had ſent to know who I was, and 


« whether I made any ſtay at the village;”” ſhe 


added, ſhe had given no poſitive anſwer, not 
* knowing what were my intentions.“ 
I praiſed my mother's diſcretion, with an air 


that ſufficiently ſhowed my ſatisfaction; but 
had liked to have ſpoiled all, by aſking a. 
queſtion ; I catched myfelf, and only enquired 
who was lord of their village. He is a Fi- 


<« iancier, faid ſhe, © an old batchelor ; who, 
c after the death of the late poſſeſſor, purchaſed 


dit of his widow: He was once upon the 


«6 point of marrying a daughter of mine, who 
% now lives with a lady.” My mother was. 
talking all this time of me, and was loth to 


ſpeak her mind to my diſadvantage ; ſuch ac- 


knowledgments grate too much; gut the 
„ match was broken off,” continued ſhe, be- 


te cauſe the intended. bridegroom was engaged 
«© to another, who ſent to forbid the marriage. 
« From tha time the women are all afraid of 


„ him, though he is very rich, and he makes 
« himſelf amends as often as he can ; but his 


«© horrid figure and bad character frighten all our 


« girls. He ſpends the autumn here, and during 
<< that time every one keeps watch and ward, 
c for he is as wicked as he is ugly.” 

This account reſembled M. Gripart fo very 
much, whom I have mentioned before, that F 
was not ſurprized to hear my mother name him. 


As ſhe was in a talking oP, the related Ma- 
| G6 dane 


"Is. 


mme reliſh it better from 
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dame d'Eſtival's hiſtory, much the ſame as 
What I have given before. She expreſſed he r- 
felf much properer than _ ere which made 
| than from him. 
'FThe reader may judge; the ſequel of that ladv's 
Riſtory falls in too naturally here to be poſtponed. 


Sequel of Madame 4 Elbieux's Hiftory. 


In the mean time M. d ERival, ignorant, as 
one may imagine, of his being hy miſtake con- 
ecrned in what had paſſed the preceeding night, 
eame before dinner to the Counteſs de — 
Caſtte, determined on the anſwer he was to 
make to her propofals. One moment later alt 
would have been over, he had certainly found. 
the door ſhut againſt him, and muft have re- 
turned without comprehending the meaning of 
ſuch a whimſicaF order. The Caxnte/s, who 
thought ſhe had reaſon to be highiy provoked, 
was determined to have him forbid ever ſetting 
Bis foot again im her houſe; but, never dreams, 
ing of his being there before dinner, as he muſt 
| Have gone to bed fo late, deferred giving her 
orders *tilF the roſe herſelf. | . 

Let any one imagine her conſternation at 
feeing him enter her bed- chamber with that eaſy 
air which is the reſult of innocence. She was 
ſcarce able te command her reſentment, and 
turned to the other ſide, with a diſdain whieh 
muſt have been diſcovered, had there been the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of what had given occaſion to it. 
24. & Eftival, not aware of it, enquired after 
her health, and how the came to keep her bed 
fo long? © You have certainly ſupped late, been 
* . © up 
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© up all night,” ſaid he, and nowhave got the head- 
* ach; and if I may judge b your looks, are not 
in a humour to chat.“ This ſpeech, far from. 
engaging the Counteſs to make any anſwer, only 

rovoked her the more; nevertheleſs, ſhe con- 
tained herſelf, out of a deſire to know how far 
the impoſtor” s impudence would go. The 
| treacherous man, faid ſhe to herſelf, after en- 
deavouring to deceive the daughter, fancies the 
mother may be more eafily impofed on, as ſhe 
does not know what diſcoveries her daughter 
has made; and flatters himſelf, that though 
he be diſcarded by her, he may marry me. 
But why ſhould I take his perfidiouſneſs to 
heart? What is it to me, whether the wretch. 
be privately married or not, or dares make his 
addrefles to me ? I know what I have to do, 
and ſhould be guilty of a greater folly, if, in- 


ſtead of diverting myſelf at his expence, I ſhould 


be ſerious in the matter, and only give 2 
uneafineſs to no purpoſe. ö 

This reaſonable refletion brought the Quan 
to herſelf : Inſtead of carrying it with a high 
hand, as ſhe once thought of doing, ſhe pre- 
tended to wake out of her ſleep, ſaying, **ſhe 
“had not cloſed her eyes all night, and that it 
„ was very barbarous to diiturb her. Indeed, 
« M. d' Eftival,”” added ſhe, © you are to-. 
ac blame, and I ought to punith you by taking, 
« another nap: 3 but for this time I will pardon. 
« you, being impatient to hear what you have 
& determined after our laſt converſation. Step 


4 into the next room while I riſe, and then we. 


« will diſcourſe as long as you pleaſe.'” __ 
A. d Efliva! oppofed this : * You appear too 


* much to an advantage ſaid he with 2 ſmile, cir 
* YOu 
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* your bed, and are too charming for me to. 
© loſe the pleaſure of ſeeing you ; give me leave 
to ſit down by you, and f ſhalt declare my ſen- 
© timents with the ſincerity you exacted of me.” 
The Counte/s, too ſenſible to compliments, 
was half reconciled. ** You are always flatter- 
« ing.one,” ſaid ſhe, in an affected tone, © any 
<< one elſe would be deceived by your fine 
«© ſpeeches ; but it is lucky for me that I xnow 
„ myſelf, and am not fool enough to be impoſed. 
4 on. But to the reſolution you fay you have. 
taken; that reſolution I am fo much inter- 
« efted in, and am fo impatient to hear.” 
* © T have too lively a ſenſe of alt the civilities. 
© ] have received,” replied M. d' Eftival very 
rravely, © to hefitate a moment in ſincerely de- 
claring my mind: I am a ſtranger to deceit, 
© and value myſelf too much on probity, to 
© make a myſtery of the paſſion I have for Ma- 
C demoiſelle d Elbieux. This is ſaying enough, 
© Madam, and, I think, I ought not to uſe an 
< apology for aſſuring you I am ready, when- 
© ever you pleaſe, to marry your daughter, and. 
© and receive her from your hand as à precious. 
© pledge of your eſteem and friendſhip.” : 
1 This anſwer needed no explanation. © That 
& js as much as to ſay,” replied the Counteſs. 
ironically, © you eruelly ſacrifice yourſelf, and, to 
«* oblige me, will become the moſt wretched of 
„ mankind : This is doing a great deal for my 
« fake, I know not how to make a teturn ;. 
<« hut in an affair of this conſequence, I muſt 
<< Jet the mother take place of the friend, and. 
« examine every thing very cautiouſly. I have: 
bon been informed, Sir, that you ate already mar- 


n 
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te ried, and before any thing i is concludeJ on, it 
« is fit I ſhould be fully ſatisfied fon ſo materia} 
«« a point. If you will act with the probity for 
& which you ſeem to value yourſelf, I ſhall avoid 
«© making an enquiry, which, though it turn out 
© to your acquittance, will throw a ſlur upon 
% you, every man of honour ought to avoid.” 

M. d Efttoal, whoſe conſcience did not ac- 
euſe him, imagined either the Counteſs bantered, 
or elſe reſented the preference he gave her daugh- 
ter. © You are at liberty, Madam, anſwered 
hes © to act as you pleaſe. Whatever meaſures 

© you take, I am ſure. they will prove my inno- 
'* cence. Every one knows me; I have no- 
thing to reproach myſelf withal, and defy the 
< worlt of enemies.” This is going too 
ce far,” cried the Counteſs, interrupting him; 
&« you may talk thus to others, who are leſs 
0 acquainted with you; but as for me, I am 
ct not ſo eaſily deceived. ” & Though you ſhould 
« take it ill, —_— A d. Eftival with warmth, 
© I muſt tell you, that whoever gave you any 

- ſuch informations, are impoſtors, and I ſhalt 
_ © punith: them as they deſerve, it you will pleaſe: 
© to; name chem: The jeſt is ſomething tarts | 
© and ſure enough carried too far. 

The Counteſs, fully perſuaded that it was M. 
7 E/iival whom {he had heard reproached over 
night with, his ſecret engagements, and which he: 
| had owned, was exaſperated at his aſſurance in 
denying them: My - daughter” cried ſhe in a 
a, can never be ſufficiently. praiſed for 
<< diſcarding you with ſcorn, ſince you ſtand ſo 
4 audacioully in a lye.” For Heaven's ſake, 


Mu faid M. 4 Eftival, i interrupting 1 
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* your bed, and are too charming for me to. 
_ © loſe the pleaſure of ſeeing you; give me leave 
to ſit down by you, and ' ſhalt declare my ſen-, 
© timents with the ſincerity you exacted of me.” 
The Counte/s, too ſenſible to compliments, 
was half reconciled. You are always flatter- 
* ing.one,”” ſaid ſhe, in an affected tone, any 
<< one elſe would be deceived by your fine 
«© ſpeeches ; but it is lucky for me that Iknow 
„ myſelf, and am not fool enough to be impoſed”. 
« on. But to the reſolution you ſay you have 
taken; that reſolution I am ſo much inter- 
« efted in, and am fo impatient to hear.“ 
© © I have too lively a ſenſe of alt the civilities: 
©] have received,” replied M. d' E/tival very 
ravely, to hefitate a moment in ſincerely de- 
claring my mind: I am a firanger to deceit, 
© and value myſelf too much on probity, to: 
© make a myſtery of the paſſion I have for Ma- 
© demaiſelle d Elbieux. This is ſaying enough, 
© "Madam, and, I think, I ought not to uſe an 
© apology for aſſuring you T am ready, when- 
< ever you pleaſe, to marry your daughter, and 
© and receive her from your hand as a precious. 
© pledge of your eſteem and friendſhip.” . 
This anſwer needed no explanation. That 
& js as much as to ſay,” replied the Counteſs. 
- ironically, © you eruelly ſacrifice yourſelf, and, to 
« oblige me, will become the moſt wretched of 
© mankind : This is doing a great deal for my 
«fake, I know not how to make a ieturn ;. 
« but in an affair of this conſequence, I muſt_ 
jet the mother. take place of the friend, and. 
« examine every thing very cautiouſly. I have. 
« been informed, Sir, that you ate already mar- 
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e ried, and before any thing i is conclude} on, it 
& js fit I ſhould be fully ſatisfied fon ſo material 
a point. If you will 8 with the probity for 
tc which you ſeem to value yourſelf, I ſhall avoid 
% making an enquiry, which, though it turn out 
© to your acquittance, will throw a ſlur upon 
&« you, every man of honour ought to avoid.” 
M. d Eftival, whoſe conſcience did not ac- 
euſe him, imagined either the Counteſs bantered, 
or elſe reſented the preference he gave her daugh- 
ter. © You are at liberty, Madam,” anſwered 
he, © to act as you pleaſe. Whatever meaſures 
© you take, I am ſure. they will prove my inno- 
* cence. Every one knows me; I have no- 
thing to reproach. myſelf withal, and defy the 
< worlt of enemies. This is going too 
ce far,” cried the Counteſs, . interrupting him; 
„ you may talk thus to others, who are leſs 
&« acquainted with you; but as for me, I am, 
<« not ſo eaſily deceived. ”” & Though you ſhould 
take it ill, _ M d Eftival with warmth, 
« I muſt tell you, that whoever gave you any 
< ſuch informations, are impoſtors, and J ſhall 
© punith them as they deſerve, if you will pleaſe. 
to name them: The jeſt is ſomething dur, 
8 and ſure enough carried too far. 

The Counteſs, fully perſuaded that it was M. 
ZEltival whom {he had heard reproached over 
night with, his ſecret engagements, and which he: 
had owned, was. exaſperated at. his aſſurance in 

denying tbem: My daughter cried ſhe in a 
; a, can never be ſufficiently. praiſed for 
2 diſcarding you with ſcorn, ſince you ſtand ſo 
4s audaciouſly in a lye.“ For Heaven's fake, 


* Madam, faid M. 4 Eftival, i interrupting . 


— 
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time, let us underſtand one another, and de- 
© not perfiſt in fuch cruel treatment; if you 
© are in jeſt J will hold my tongue, and am 
« willing you ſhould give full ſcope to your bitter 

perplexing humour; but, if you are ſerious, 
* jt is time to come to an explanation. What is 
it you mean, by pretending I am married? 
What ſecret engagement de you hint at ? 
What grounds have you to imagine your 
© daughter has diſcarded me with ſcorn? L 
would have you to know, Madam, with all 
due reſpect, that there is not one ſyllable of 
© truth in all this; andthat if you talk till to- 
© morrow, I ſhall not comprehend one word 
© you fay.” 

The more M. d Eftivat perſiſted in aſſerting 
his innocenee, the more the prejudiced Counteſs's: 
rage increaſed : Notwithſtanding her reſolution. 
to keepin a bantering ſtrain, ſhe loſt all patience = 
« Is it poffible, ſaid ſhe, raifing her voice, 
« that you ſhould carry, Sir, the impoſture tothis 
« jemgrh ? 'You dare maintain you are not mar» 
* rie? Ves, Madam, I do aver it, re- 

M. A Eftival, who could have informed 
you of fo baſe a calumny i pl 4 daughter. 
6 oY you muſt know,” replied the Counteſs very: 
8 not daring to own how the diſcovered. 
« Mademoiſelle d Elbieux F cried M. d EE 
— 9 ſhe could never have inveh ed fuch a 
6: Pay” 1 fay again, Madam, you only divert 
ſelf at my expenee, and have ſome mo- 
6 oo for ſo doing: I am fatisfied you have in- 
© vented this ftory,' as an excuſe for breakin 
6 your word with me; but you need not haue 
2 e. in this catrordinary 
© manner 


2 
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e manner ; had you barely ſaid you did not ap- 


© prove of me for a ſon- in- law, I ſhould have 
© come preſently to a reſolution, Madam, and 
given you no farther trouble.* _. 2 
The concluſion of this anſwer touched the 
Counteſs to the quick. © There is no bearing 
<«« this,“ cried the looking furiouſly at him; 
% you provoke me beyond meaſure, by your 
« ill manners. Know, then, Sir, ſince you 
6 force me to it, that I was witneſs the laſt: 
„ night of your converſation with my daughter 
46 in the park; now ſure you underſtand me: 
«© Will you deny too that my daughter wrote 
% to you, that you agreed to meet her in the 
« park, that you and ſhe talked of me in the 
6 moſt contemptible manner? Will you deny 
too, your owning your marriage? But to what 
<< purpoſe dol give theſe proofs ? I ſee, in your 
looks, you are contriving to evade them. 
% Go, Sir, it is ſhameful for a man of your 
rank to lye fo openly ; I always thought per- 
<< ſons of diſtinction were exempt from this 
6s vice.“ a | | | 
_ © Nay then,“ cried M. d E/tival, lifting up 
his eyes to Heaven; either I am run mad, or 
© you have loſt your ſenſes: Pardon me, Ma- 
dam, if my emotion has occaſioned an ex- 
< preſſion I myſelf blame; but really, any one 
© elſe would lofe all patience with you, I re- 
© ceived a letter laſt night from your daughter! 
ſhe met me in the park! I ſpeak diſreſpectfully 
* of you, and, to complete the fiction, frankly 
* own myſelf married, when there is no ſuch 
_ © thing, and ſhe difcard me without my know- 
ing of it! Faith, Madam, once more, either 
PL 75 | | you 
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©. you dream, or I am mad: Certainly I have 

diſturbed your ſleep, and you are dreaming 

J again; or you are refolved to provoke a man 

of ſome worth. Yes, I ſay it again, you 

< * certainly dream, and the Devil bes cannot 
© unriddle it. 

- Medemeiſelle d E "TIEN png, the room as 

M. d Eſtival ſaid this in a great heat: She did 
not know he was come, but was ſtill perſuaded 
he was the perſon ſhe had talked with the night 
before, and was not much ſurprized to find him 
with her mother, after what ſhe fancied ſhe had 
_ difcovered: Her malice, which was never back- 
ward, made her conclude that he had lain in the 
Eaſtle, and what confirmed her in it the more, 
was his angry diſcourſe: She did not doubt but 
ber mother and he, like too many married 
people, had quarrelled, and, vexed to meet a 
man ſhe deteſted upon the pretended diſcovery, 
the was going to retire and vent her ill-humour 
in her chamber; but the Counteſs perceiving her, 
very neremptorily commanded her to ſtay, ſay- 
ing, her preſence was neceſtary to clear up an 
affair ſhe was acquainted with, and well deſerved 
(added the with a ſneer) the honour of her evi- 
| ce and confirmation. 

MH. d ERHiual, who was grown impatient, did 
not wait for the Counteſs proceeding in her diſ- 
- courſe. I am overjoyed, Mademoiſelle, ſaid he, 
© that you are come ſo luckily: Would you 
© believe, your mother has ſpent an hour in en- 
+ deavouring to perſuade me that you wrote to 
me, and that in conſequence of it, I met you 
c laſt night in the park; that under favour, we 


5 railed at wes and a . dreams of this 
F [> OM nature? 
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nature? Speak, | Madenviſelle, you can beft 
decide it: It was in vain for me to aſſure her 
that it is all a miſtake: the perſiits in proving it 
to be true, and I am ſo aſtonithed, that I mall 
not recover myſelf ſoon. ? 

Mademoiſelle d Elbieux was wen ſur- 
prized to hear that her mother was ſo well ac- 
quainted with her proceedings; ſhe concluded 
the farmer's ſon had betrayed her, and was re- 
ſolved to revenge herſelf ſooner or later. Not- 
withſtanding her anger againſt M. d Eflival, 
the approved of his perſiſting to deny the meet- 
ing, and thoucht it was her bulineſs to ſecond 
af which ſhe did with ſo much earneſtneſs, 
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tha it was rewarded with a box on each ear, for 
ſaying, he knew notaing at all of it, and that 
it was Contrary even to common ſenſe, F 
The Comnteſs having thus revenged herſelf, 
ordered M. d Eſtival very diſdainfully to retire, 
and never come near her more. He roſe from 
his ſeat, ſtung with the injurious treatment he 
| had received: Ves, Madam, cried he, you 
© {hall ſee me no more; but remember, and 1 
repeat it before this young lady, that I never 
© ſtirred from home laſt night, as all the people 
in the village can witneſs; I lay at my own 
x? - houſe; 3 that I had not the honour of meeting 
your daughter; that I never told her | was 
married, and in fine, that the whole is a 
Fr fiction: "This. the plain truth, and ſo I wiſh 
-  * you a good morrow, engaging my word of 
© honour never to expoſe mylelf again to ſuch 
wt c opprobrious treatment, as I have / undergone 
* Us Gays 1... 
M. 4 Eftival went away, leaving the Counteſs 


extremely perplexed at the — of de 
e 


La 
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ſhe thought him guilty, Looking at her 
daughter, who cried for vexation : ** You are 
«© very impudent, Miſs, faid ſhe, to deny 
* what I myſelf ſaw and heard.“ Saying this, 
ſhe threw the letter, ſhe had intercepted, at ber, 
as was mentioned before. Will you deny this 
too; I know you, perfidioug creature; your, 
e wicked heart betrays itſelf every moment: 
«© You expreſs yourſelf in my regard with great 
< tenderneſs and affection truly! Go, ungrate- 
ful child, you little deſerve what I have done 
< for you; and I ſhould act very prudently, if, 
« after diſcovering your malicious diſpoſition, I 
< ſecured you in a place that might prevent yaur 
< behaving to me fo cruelly hereafter.“ ' 
| "Theſe reproaches were too juſt not to affect 
Mademoiſelle q Elbieux, wicked as ſhe was; ſhe 
cried very heartily, and confefled ſhe deſerved 
them, as ſhe owned to her confident from whom 
this hiſtory was learnt: Beſides her other ill 
qualities, ſhe was very unguarded, and had not 
fenſe enough to conceal what ſhe ought to have 
buried in eternal oblivion. the | 
As raſh as Mademoiſells q Elbieux was, ſhe re- 
Aeted a long time on what had happened, though 
it was not uſual with her; had there been the 
leaſt room to doubt, ſhe would have concluded 
that M. d Eftival was not the perfon ſhe met in 
the park: His denying having been there, and 
Her. mother's paſſionate manner of forbidding 
him the houſe, did not ſuit the notions ſhe had 
 Imbibed : She was infinitely deſirous of diſcourſ- 
ing with him on the points he had fo obſtinately 
denied; beſides, it was ſufficient to be ill uſed by | 
ber mother, to reconcile him to her, to _ 
e 


—— 
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thing of his being moſt .in favour of all her 
lovers; and in the humour ſhe then was, ſhe 
heartily wiſhed the engagements, ſhe fancied he 
was under with her mother, were not of the na. 
ture ſhe ſuſpected, in order to receive his ad- 
dreſſes anew, and even to marry him perhaps 
at laſt. | TOY 
She was juſt ſitting down to table with her 
mother, who till murmured and reprimanded 
her ſor what had happened (for the beſt of mo- 
thers, when thus provoked, do not eaſily give 
over): Dinner was ſerving up, when word was 
ht that MA. Deſtourneaux was come: After 
reſlecting on what had paſſed, he was concerned 
at having been ſo fooliſh as to give occaſion to 
| Mademoiſelle d' Elbieux's retiring, when his good 
fortune had procured him the meeting ; appre- 
hending beſides, that jealouſy might poſſibly have 
mortified her, he came to repair the miſchief he 
had done himſelf; and in order that the ac- 
knowledgment he had made, ſhould not prejudice 
his pretenſions to a perſon, who, in marrying 
him, might retrieve his affairs, and make his for- 
tune, he was reſolved, in caſe ſhe refuſed to 
hear him on account of his having ſaid he was 
married, to pretend it was all a jeſt, and only to 
try whether ſhe concerned herſelf in what re- 
garded him: He had even taken the precaution, 
in caſe ſhe ſhould make any enquiry, to inſtruct 
his wife, and convince her, that it was her in- 
tereſt to aſſiſt him on this occaſion, in order to 
alleviate the extreme neceflity to which her ill 
conduct had reduced her ; this was what brought 
the vain-glorious De/tourneaux to the Caſtle, and 
occaſioned various adventures. Le. 1. 


* The Fortunats Country Maid.” 5 


Mademoiſelle 4 Elbieux, who had not digeſted: 
the blows, nor the continual maundering ſhe. 
| had undergone, received Deftourneaux very 

coldly. On the contrary, the Counteſs careſſed 
him extremely, becauſe ſhe knew he was odious 
to M. dE ſtival, as if ſhe intended by ſuch. 
treatment to revenge herſelf for all the griev- 
ances ſhe laid to his charge: The gentleman 
was ſo elevated at this, that he grew very jovial, 
and endeavoured by his country jeſts to reinſtate. 
himſelf in the favour of Mademoi ſalle d' Elbieux. 
The Counteſs perceiving by her daughter's ſullen 
looks, that De/tcurneaux's company was diſa- 
greeable to her, took a malicious pleaſure in. 
leaving them alone; accordingly, the moment 
ſhe had dined, ſhe retired to her cloſet under 
ſome pretext, but in reality to divert herſelf with 
the vexation this would occaſion in her daughter. 
When ill- nature is to be indulged, every thing 
that mortifies another is acceptable, though of 
the moſt trifling nature. * 

The ſpark was no ſooner alone with the 
| daughter, but he began. his addrefles and fine 

ſpeeches, in order, if poflible, to renew the 
preceding night's converſation ; but he met with 
all the diſdain ſhe was capable of expreſſing when 
diſpleaſed.  Deflourneausx bore it tolerably well 
for ſome time; but finding nothing would ap- 
peaſe her, be began to think of juſtifying him- 
ſelf upon the ſubject of his unlucky acknowledg- 
ment, from which he imagined all this contempt _ 
proceeded : I ſee plainly, Mademoiſelle,” cried 
he, * that what I ſaid laſt night about a pretended 

marriage by way of banter, has made you un- 


a N and occaſioned the coldneſs, with 1 
am 
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am treated; but do not be miſtaken, 1 am 
under no engagement, as I am ready to prove: 
Had you favoured me a few moments longer 
with your company, you would have found 
3 Are you run mad?” replied. Aa- 

demuiſelle d' Elbieux very drily: Who told. you 

| © that I concern myſelf about you, or am any 
« ways intereſted whether you are at liberty or 
„ not? Neither do I comprehend what you 
mean by a diſcourſe, you ſay we had together ; 
© I remember nothing of it: You muſt explain 
< yourlelf, or, which would do much better, 
1 2 give me no farther trouble; I am not in 
= humour. to be diverted with your wit, and 

© vou had beſt. reſerve it for others, who may | 

ſſibly reliſh it, though I do not. 

1 his made Deſtourneaux ſtare, and puzzled 
him in his turn. I ö could not have thought, 
anſwered he, that you would quarrel for a 
„ trifle, after iving me a meeting, methinks 
3 „I give you a meeting !”” cried ſhe 
interrupting him a ſecond time, and ſurprized at 
his aſſurance ; *© you are certainly diſtracted, or 
could never have entertained ſuch an extra- 
% vagant notion.“ © I ſhould think ſo too, re» 
plied Dęſtourueaux, incenſed at this, if I ima- 
© gined all theſe things without any foundation; 

2 when you ſee this letter, and which you can- 
not diſown, as I received it from you, I flatter 
6 * myſelf you will not perſiſt in treating me as 

vou have hitherto done.“ 

Saying this he preſented the letter to ber, 
which created no ſmall aſtoniſhment. Caſt- 
ing her eyes upon it, ſhe fancied ſhe knew the 


* 


hand, and upon that read it all over; it appeared 
to be the fame with the letter ſhe wrote M. 
d Eflival, excepting as to the place of meeting, 
and the writing being different from her own. 
After weighing with herfelf who eould have poſ- 
ſibly put ſuch a trick upon her, ſhe recollected 
what her mother had ſaid to her, and from thence 
concluded, it was her who intercepted the let 
ter, and had put it to ſuch an uſe; but, notwith- 
ſtanding this diſcovery, ſhe was quite in the 
dark as to the reſt of the adventure. What 
could be the deſign of ſending the letter to De/- 
t ourneaux inftead of M. d'Eftival ! Why ſhou 
her mother fall upon M. 4 Eftival for the meet- 
ing, and he deny ft fo ſtrenuouſſy? Had the 
cover of the billet been preſerved, tt would have 
unriddled the Whole ; but it was never read, 
Deſtournenux having careleſsly thrown it into 
the fire, from whence arofe all the myftery not 
to be unriddled, and which ſo much perplexed 
Mademoiſelle d Elbieux. Had the headſtrong 
thing given dur country ſquire the hearing, 
be would ſoon have cleared up the point, and 
informed her that the letter was brought to him 
inſtead of M. 4 Eflival; but ſhe was too im- 
petuous, too lively, and too obſtinate to aban- 
don her firſt notions, and conſider coolly upon 
: any thing. A great deal of wit, but little 
judgment, is the character of Mademoiſelle d'E1- 
bitux, now Madame d' Eftival. However, re- 
ſentment muſt not be indulged, never any good 
is to be expected from it. hs | 
Tbe Couteſs, who overheard every word, 
don found wut the myſtery : Inflead of being 
© Coficerned for her behaviour to the unfortunate 
| . A. d Eftredl 
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M. d Eftival, the thought the whole affair ſo 
1 diverting, when he recollected all that had 
ed over ni hi and the morning following, that 
2 ſeveral Une burſt out into loud fits of laugh- 
ter. Deffonrneaur, who took it to himſelf, and 
imagined his night-adventure was only a' con- 
trivarice'to ridicule him, reſented her mirth, ani 
role from his ſcat, faying, ſhe was very il- man- 
nered to malte a jeſt o a man of his importance, 
The'lefs merit a man has, the more uſpicious 
he is of being ſlighted. This huffing ſpeech was 
ſo far hon ehctking the Counteſs, thats it only in- 
. creaſed her mirth by being ſo ill timed. Mad. 
4 Elbieus;” who was aftoni ed to hear her, bit her 
lips for vexation, thinking i it was in conſequence 
of the trickſhe had been played, reſolving to re- 
venge herſelf the firſt opportunity. 
In the mean time Dęſtoumntdux, whoſe teten 


= ment of the ill uſage increaſed with it, began to 


think of convincing the Counteſi how much he 
was affronted, by aſſuring her it was the laſt viſit 
he ever intended there. The Counteſs, naturally 
polite, and beſides apprehenſive leſt Pęſlourneaux 
in his anger ſhould divulge the adventure among 
the neighbouring gentry, and prejudice, her 
daughter's reputation, aſſured him he was noe 
concerned in the affair; but that ſhe could not 
help being diverted at a trick ſhe had put upon 
her daughter, and wherein he had never been 
| entangled, but by an unlucky miſtake. Fbe 
fierce country Squire was appeaſed by this xf 
ſurance, which his pride took for an excuſe: He 
Ir good-humoured, in order to- pacify the 
Counteſs for his ſpiteful reflections, which the 
could not forbear reproachi . He told 
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her, it was done on purpoſe as a puniſhment for 
her being there, which he diſcovered, as he af- 
ſured her, notwithſtanding ſhe thought herſelf fo 
well hid. The Counteſs believed what ſhe pleaſed, 
but her daughter at laſt unravelled the whole myſ- 
tery by what ſhe heard, and was no longer ſur- 
prized at M. 4 Eftiual's peremptory er : 
Ibis renewed her former eſteem: for him, and 
convinced her, that all ſhe had ſuſpected to have 
paſſed between her mother and him was purely 
Imaginary ;. her paſſion reviyed, with a firm re- 
ſolution of giving him the moſt convincing proofs 
as ſoon as poſſible. HARE Ye” 

An opportunity ſoon offered; the Counteſs 
herſelf brought it about. She always. had a 
value for. M. d Eftival, and being ſenſible of the 
injuſtice of her behaviour to him, ſhe. thought 
_ herſelf obliged. to acknowledge her fault, in 
corger to bring him. to the Caſtle again, and 
-convince him of her concern for what had paſſed. 
. d Eftival,, who had retired with great regret, 
as overjoyed at the pretence. that was given 
im, to, return, without bringing his honour in 

ue ion... Accordingly, be came the next day, 
And his ſhort abfence only ſerved to render him 
57 more amiable, and redouble the eſteem he 
was in before the rupture. 
The moſt inconſiderate Yes ſome intervals of 
good ſenſe. Mademoi ſelle d Elbieux behaved for 
a few days with ſo mo ch temper, that M. d Eſli- 
ul bad the addreſs to make her accept of his 
oſal to marry her. The Counteſs, convinced 
7 the neceſfity of martying, er daughter, 
eſpecially, after her late fally, and knowing how 
cailly/1 in 1 ſuch adventures a young ereature Pant 
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be reid paſt retrieving, was reſolved not to 
loſe ſo favourable an opportunity: Her conſent 
obtained, the nuptials were immediately cele- 
brated, and nothing could be happier than the 
firſt few days that followed. The alteratior in 
Mademoiſelle 7 Elbieux for the better was afto- 
niſhing. The family bleſſed the | occaſion of ſo 
happy a change; 3 but they were too precipitate 
in their ſentiments; her character was ſtill the 
ſame, and ſoon exerted: itſelf with its uſual 
violence. TRE 
They had not dern . a fortnight, 3 
one morning, as ſhe was getting up, ſhe bid 
her woman order the coach to be ready. H. 
4 Eſtival in his complaiſant way, aſked her if 
ſhe propoſed to dine abroad?ꝰ No,“ ſaid ſhe 
very coldly; I deſign for Paris, I am quite 
tired with the country, where there is nothing 
new, and can bear it no longer.” © You have 
too much ſenſe,” replied M. d Eſtival very 
mildly, to have taken ſo fudden a reſolution, 
«* without conſulting your mother, and hearing 
her opinion.” Why ſurely !” cried ſhe very 
haughtily; “ am I ſuch an infant, that I am 
K obliged to aſk her leave? I know of no d ich 
dependance, and will not be made a ſlave to 
any one. Tou are very impertirent to talk to 
me in this manner: Surely, the ſcene is very 
extraordinary!“ What Ifaid,” anſwered MA. 
1 Eival, was not intended as an affront ; you 


"Mi are certainly your own miſtreſs, and I ſhould 


be ſorry to have given you the leaſt oecaſion 
* to think I would diſoblige you ; but I ought 
© to put you in mind, that one of your birth 
b N not leave ber relations ſo very abruptly, 
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: and that © Al} your reaſoning” cried 
the, interrupting him again; is in vain, I am 
c determined to. ſet out immediately for Paris, 
< and nobody ſhall prevent it.“ "Pave +.” 
There is but one difficulty remains,” con- 
tinued M. d' Eſtival, provoked with his wife's 
diſcourſe; which is, where you can lodge when 
6 come there? You know we have no 
E houſe, nor as yet had time to look out for one; 
©. befides, we agreed not to do any thing of that 
© kind till next winter. What is that to 
cc me?” replied the humourſome creature, with 
an air of diſdain : ** Do you imagine that will 
& diſappoint my journey? As if I could be ata 
< loſs for a lodging in dear Paris? Make your- 
<< ſelf eaſy as to that particular; I have con- 
cc trived the whole affair, and, Heaven be praiſed, 
<< do not want any one's direction how to behave 
“on ſuch an occaſion.“ | 
A neighbour coming in, put an end to the 
converſation. M. d Eſtrval was going to reply, 
and that like a huſband who was determined not 
to yield to ſuch extravagancies: The diſcourſe at 
ft ran upon indifferent matters, when on a 
ſudden, without the leaſt connection with what 
bad been ſaid, . Madame d E ſtiual aſked the lady, 
what ſhe thought of a huſband who tyrannized 
over his wife, and thwarted her in every thing ? 
The lady, ſurprized at ſuch a queſtion, and 
gueſſing ſomething was amiſs, replied, * That 
© ſhe did not believe that any married man was 
© ſo unreaſonable. “ Well, then, cried 
Madame d Eſtival, looking ſcornfully at her 
huſband; do not be any longer in ſuch a miſ- 
take, that gentleman is one of ; 
27h | l | ve 
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« J have a mind to go to Pari, I afked his 
4 conſent in an obliging manner, even begged _ 
«it, and yet he is ſo cruel as to refuſe me; is © 
not this playing the tyrant over a wife? I am 
* fo. proyoked, as ſcarce to be myſelf.” M. 
4 Eftival, who littled expected ſuch a vile for- 
gery, and was now convinced he had married the 
wickedeſt creature of her ſex, ſeeing her worked 
up to ſuch a pitch of extravagance, thought it 
moſt prudent to retire, and not give himſelf the 
trouble of making any anſwer. He went — 
-to the Counteſs, but with an air of trouble wha 
ſhe preſently diſcovered; and enquired what was 
| th6-occaſion of it; he very readily told her the 
.whole affair. After ſhrugging up her ſhbulders, 
the promiſed to take proper methods. AM: 4 E. 
tival was very willing ſhe ſhould ſtir in itz rather 
than himſelf, and in order to avoid the noiſe hg 
foreſaw would enſue, he mounted a horſe and 
went to dinner about a league from thence, 
hoping at his return to find his wife in a better 
humour, and poſſibly prevailed on to hear reaſon. 
It was a difficult taſk, or rather an impoih- 
bility ; ; the Coante/s, her mother, was thanked 
very diſdainfully for her advice, and told; © ſhe 
© was not miſtreſs there, and that no deference 
was due to her.“ It was in vain to tell her daugh- 
ter, that to go without her huſband's conſent, 
or to leave him behind, was equally monſtrous: 
Her anſwer ſtill was, 6 ſhe did not marry to be- 
© come: a ſlave, and that if other women were 
< ſuch fools as to be led by the noſe, it was not 
© her cafe 3 that ſhe would fhow the rights of 
< x wiſe were not inferior to thofe of a huſband, 
$ and Gul: there was nothing 9 
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$£4 kia as much.“ In fine, words run hight, 
it was to no purpoſe to interpoſe, go ſnhe would. 
A ſervant who had brought her up, was ſo indif- 
creet as to blame her conduct, and ſay ſhe ought 


n conſcience to obey her huſband; this was ait- 


ſwered with bidding her begane; accordingly, 
her wages were immediately paid, and, in ſpite 
of all remonſtrances, the was turned out of doors. 

The other ſervants hearing the old woman 


Was diſcharged, who had brought her up from 


an infant, concluded they muſt not delay execu- 
ting what was ordered; thinking that if the 
governante, aſter ſo many years ſervice, ſound 
no mercy, they could hope for none if they 
ſhowed the leaſt repugnance to her commands: 

The coachman, who, by the Counteſs s direction, 
had not as yet. put the horſes to the coach, hurried 
about it immediatelyʒ the waiting- woman thought 
of nothing but packing up. and in an 9 0 


every thing was read 


Ys 
Being informed of it, Mad. „ Eftival — . 4 


= hard ine the coach; it was in vain to en- 


deavour to prevail on her, ſhe returned no an- 
ſwer, but ordered the coachman to drive away; 
the whole family remained in the utmoſt con- 


ſternation at her obſtinacy, imagining this might ' 
not be the laſt freak, with which ſhe n n 


. worthy gentleman's patience. G 


The Counteſs, thinking ſhe ought to acquaint 


AMA. d Eftival with what had paſſed, diſpatched 
one of her ſervants with a letter to him: He took 
horſe immediately upon receiving it, much ſur- 
prized to find his wife was gone without him, 
and ſhould have ſhe wn him ſo little regard as not 
"to wait his return: The mother-in-law Was too 


ſenſible 
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fenſible of the juſtneſs of his reſentment, to make 
any apology for ſuch inſufferable behaviour; on 
the contrary, ſhe pitied him, and adviſed rather 
as a friend than a mother, that he ſhould take 
poſt inſtantly, endeavour to overtake her at night, 
and either prevail on her to hear reaſon, or to act 
as the occaſion required. 
| This advice chimed too well with his own 
ſentient provoked as he was, not to be fol- 
lowed; he ſent for poſt-horſes, and came up 
with her in about four hours; ſhe was juſt en- 
tering a village, when ſhe perceived him follow- 
ing her, at a time ſhe little expected it. 
The interview was really comical. Mad. d E 2 
tival, who eaſily gueſſed he did not come after 
her for nothing, reſolved on as wicked a ſtrata- 
gem as could be invented; ſhe pretended not to 
know him, deſired he would go about his buſi- 


neſs, and, upon his aſſuming an air of authority, 85 


threatened him, that if he did not retire, and 
give her no farther diſturbance, ſhe would de- 
clare he came to offer violence, and that ſhe 
would find means to be rid of him. 

M. d Eftival perceived, that things muſt come 
to an extremity, if he proceeded any farther ; 
ſhe was under a neceſſity of ſtopping in the vil- 
lage, having tired the harſes ſo. much, that it 
was impoſſible to go on without baiting: He 
kept back till his wife alighted at the inn where 
ſhe was to dine, which ſhe had no ſooner done, 
but- advancing to enter, he was ſtopped at the 
door, and aſked what he would have? I am 
© come to dine with my wife, anſwered he in 
a paſſionz I did not think a man muſt have 


brought his nen e he ar | : 


7 


file of diſdain; * in order to gain RD 


© here.? 

The inn-keeper, who aſked M. d' Eftival ſuch 
a ridiculous queſton, had juſt received his in- 
ſtructions from the wife: She had charged him 
not to ſuffer a mad-man to come in, who was 
in love with her, and fo outrageous as to fancy 
himſelf married to her. Were ever ſuch artifices 
employed to get rid of a huſband? Such was the 
temper of the woman I am ſpeaking of, and of 

whom [I have ſuch juſt reaſons to com lain. . 

As Mad. & Eftival eime in a handſome coach 
and ſix with ſuitable: attendants, ſhe made no 
ſmall figure; it was natural enough for her diſ- 
courſe to have its deſired effect; but as her huſ- 
band came on a poſt-horſe, and lived much in 
the country, it will be eaſily imagined he made 
no great appearance either in clothes or any 
thing elfe. The inn-keeper took the lady's part; 
her equipage carried it, and AA. e 
not regarded. _ 

Phe brut, as moſt of his profeſſion are, was 
netaled at the anſwer mentioned above, and the 
more fo, for that ſeveral who overheard it, had 
laughed very heartily, he anſwered with ſome 
warmth, * that a pedigree was not required for 
© coming into his inn, but that nevertheleſs he 
had no room for madmen, who fancied them- 
£ ſelves married to women they never ſaw be- 
< fore; that he ſhould have no entrance there, 
* fince his deſign could be no other than to in- 
S fult a lady, who did him the honour to come 
to his houle ; hut that if he had the aſſurance 
to perſiſt in his folly, he would let him ſee he 
was maſter there, and knew how to deal with 
inſolent tellows and madmen,* : 

— TT 


— 
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A B/tival wasbighly provokedat his imper- 
tinence, and, loſing all patience, drew his ſword 
on the inn · keeper to force 4 paſſage. The 

hoſteſs baled'for heiß to che ſervants, and, in an 
inſtant, the whole village was in an uproar. Had 
M. M. ſtival been Orlando Farinſa himſelf, he 
muſt have yielded to the ſuperiority of number. 
Fs: ford was ſecured, and had not the Curate 
interpoſed in the Godſpeed, the ingi-keeper had 
certainly crippled him. The clergyman, by his 
preſence, put a ſtop to their fury, and enquired 
what was che matter? J£ d Eſtiual offered to 
ſpeak ; but the inn-keeper, fierce as a. cock on 
his own dunghill, and whom the Curate and the 
peaſants reſpected fur the ſake. of his heady ſtumy 
was very: loud in his on defence. In fine, A 
Eſtinal was adjudged to be mad ag a Aarch 
| hare, every one depaſing ſomething to prove 
his madneſs, and what was ſtill worſe, the Curate 
would not hear any thing to the contrary; ac- 
cordingly, he — ſentence, that this 
madman ſhould: be locked up, an inſotmation 
taken of the aſſault, and be conducted to the 
next bailiwick, in order to be ſent to a mad · 
houſe, or delivered to his relations, to be ſes 
cured and prevented: from the like pranks for the 
future. 4 | 

Such was 8 of the S and chief 
men of the village, who. undertook t6 ſee it exe- 
© cuteds. It was in vain for M. d Efival to en- 
deavour to clear himſelf, the clown were all pre- 

udiced againſt him; mine hoſt of the Mhite Grefs 

* been attacked, which was proof ſtrong 
enough in their judgment ; and all M d E ſtiual 
. in his own defence was * 
Hs 


4 


Aiſtinctiap to be guilty of an action, which, if 
true, was certainly abominable. The honeſt 
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the raving df a man diſtracted, who ought not 
to be laughed at, as they ſaid to one another; 
- out of humanity, but rather deſerved to be pitied. 
All this while, Mad. M E ſtival ſtood laughing 
very heartily, which her attendants could not 
brook; one of them choſe rather to be turned 
away, than not reprove her for what had hap- 
pened. She was ſo provoked at his impertinence; 
that ſhe forbid him her ſight, threatening, that if 
ever he dared to talk of ber, ſhe would _ | 
him dearly repent his want of reſpect. . 
After this act of ſeverity; ſhe paid: the inn- 
| keeper well for his trouble, and proceeded: on 
her journey : Inſtead of reflecting on her own 
baſe carriage to ſo worthy a huſband as A. E 
Z#ival, ſhe diverted herſelf with it on the road, 
and burſt in fits of laughter like a changeling,; as 
often as ſhe conſidered the aſtoniſkment be muſt 
be in at her artful manner of getting rid of him 
In the mean time, the ſervant, whom dad; 
dE ftrual had diſcarded, no ſooner ſaw her go 
away, but he ran to the Curate to expoſtulate 
with bim upon the injuſt ice of his behaviour in 
regard of a gentleman, who was well known, 
and whoſe wife was certainly mad, and had 
never been thought otherwiſe even before her 
marriage, and then acquainted bim with the 
whole affair. The . AE Le who was pre- 
Judiced, fent him away, faying, he had talked 
with the lady (whicb-was true enough), and that 
| ke thought her a woman of too much ſenſe and 


ſervant, provoked at ſuch proceedings, and 


anoniſhed to ſee an innocent perſon ſo eaſily op- 
pred, 


— 
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preſſed, thought he could not do better than re- 
turn to the Counteſs, and acquaint her with what 
bad happened: She was terribly afflited at the, .. 
news, and ſet out the next morniog, as ſoon aas 
it was light, to procure the ſuppoſed madman's / 
releaſe. | edt an $8 oct rod HR ed cb; 
The Curate was much ſurprized at this viſit 5- 


he repented, though ſomething late, his own, - 


credulity, and begged a thouſand pardons. © AH. 
d' E ſtival, more out of generoſity than any. 
other motive, forgave what was paſſed; had it 
not been for fear of expoſing himſelf to the 
world, he would have carried things very far; 
but after thanking his mother-in-law for her con- 
cern, he ſwore he would never ſee her daughter 
more, or ſo much as hear her mentioned. 
Would one imagine, after ſo cruel a prank as 
has been juſt now related, he could ever be ſo 
unwiſe as to break his word? Nevertheleſs, he 
id ſo. Mad. d Eſtival, who was at laſt brought 
to a ſenſe of the folly ſhe had been guilty. of, re- 
ſolved to uſe her utmoſt endeavours to obtain a 
reconciliation: The greater difficulty, the great- 
er her earneſtneſs, according to cuſtom. She 
left nothing undone to compaſs it: She acknow- 
ledged her fault, laid the blame on her own 
giddy want of experience, and, in fine, ſhe em- 
ployed ſuch powerful means, as procured her 
pardon. M. d E ſtival received her without re- 
proach, and, in hopes of reclaiming her by _ 
mildneſs, behaved as if he never had any occaſion 
to complain of her conduct; but he ſoon had 
reaſon to repentit. | e 
Three months after this reconciliation Mad. 
dE ſtival proved with child; the Counteſs, her mo- 
15 ink H 6 | ther, 
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ther, inſtead of rejoicing, was. much eoncerne@> 
being ſenſible, after much experience of her 
daughter's humour, that ſhe. would infalkbly- 
take that opportunity of tormenting not only 
her huſband, but all thoſe who had the misfor- 
tune to ive" under the fame roof. M. q Eftivad;. 
who had no ſuch apprehenſions, was tranſport- 
ed with the news; his love and tenderneſs re- 
doubled. Ought ſo much goodneſs, fo little 
deſerved, to have been paid with the 'vexations 
that hung over him? 

What the Counteſsapprehendes, came te paldy 
as ſoon as her daughter was certain of being 
with-child, ſhe a 2 thouſand whinis-one 
upon another, whieh ſhe was pleaſed to honour- 
with the name of longings, and, out of com 
. plaiſance, others did the fame, Sometimes, ſhe 
could not bear the ſight of ſuch a ſervant, he 
muſt turn out: The next minute ſhe would 
beat one of the maids, which ſhe-was obliged to 
take in good part: Then: ſhe faneied ſomethi 
that could 5. be had at Paris, an expreſs mutt 
be diſpatched to ſeteh it; ſhe tried! every body, 
from morning to night; no one had a moment's 
Feſt, and yet durſt not complain. MP Eftival 
| was the firſt to comply in every thing, and he 
ſet the example, every one thought fit to follow. 
There came one day to the Caſtle a Capuchin 
Friar, whoſe long venerable beard drew the re- 
ſpect of the whole world; beſides this great 
qualification, he was a man of wit, and did not 
much reſemble the reſt of his brethren; people 
were univerſally fond of his company; ina word, 
the greateſt goſſip in the neighbourhood. The 
dane — 9 good table, an 
excellent 


excellent method of drawing company in the 
country, was frequently viſited by the Reverend 
Father Raphael ; he came every week, and then 


it was high holiday; news without end; he un- 
derſtood the intereſt of Princes, talked of war 


like a General, was a eonſummate Stateſman, m- 


belliſhed his ſtories with curious particulars; in fine, 
he was a rare country companion, and thought by 
every one ſo very extraordinary, that ſooner : 
later he muſt certainly be a very great mann 
Il T ſhall not pretend to draw a picture of this 
venerable perſon; all I ſhall fay is, that his faee 
much reſembled a pale meteor, and that his noſe 
for bigneſs and ſharpneſs might diſputeprecedeney 
wich all the noſes in the univerfſmmſme. 
Mud. d Eftival, who eould not but be ſufficiently 
acquainted with the Reverend Friar in ſo long a 
time, took it amiſs that Father Næpbael ſhould 
wear fo long a beard; ſhe aſked him very ſe- 
tiouſly, if he intended to wear it much longer: 
The Capuchin, ſurprized at this queſtion; as 
well as the reſt of the company, anſwered very 
piouſly, That his life was in the hands of the 
Lord, who alone had a right to diſpoſe of ſt.“ 
© That is no anſwer, replied Mad. d Eftival 
with an air of uneaſineſs, I am talking of your-ve- 
© nerable beard, and not of your death; Taft 
vou, in plain terms, whether you are not tired 
© of wearing it ſo many years, and whether 
© you would not be glad, if any one were (5 
© charitable as to eaſe you of it?: 
| The Capuchin, who way no ſtranger to Mad. 
I Eftival's vagaries, trembled, as did all the 
company, at ſuch a formidable queſtion, as if 


What was going to happen had been — c 


/ 


He anſwered, /*< That he hoped to preſerve it as 
long as he lived, and that he did not imagine 
any one would be ſo wickedly diſpoſed, as to 
make an attempt on a virgin chin.“ And 
© why not?” replied Mad. d EHival. Beſides, 
© where would be the great harm done, if you 
©. ſhould loſe your long beard ? Would you be 
© leſs what you are? No, certainly, and I am 
© ſurprized a man of your good ſenſe ſhould ſet 
your heart on ſuch trifles. Father Raphacl 
was mortified to hear her ſtill harping on his 
beard. What the lady alledged, diverted the 
company, eſpecially the younger ſort, who laugh- 
ed immoderately ; but he thought himſelf a man 
of too much . conſequence..to be jeſted with; 
Notwithſtanding -. he ſtifled-his reſentment ; he 
only begged.of Mad. d Eſtival to change the diſ- 
courſe, and without waiting for her anſwer, be- 
gan a ſtory of , Alexander tbe Greats moderation 
in regard of the wife. of Darius: But. MAad. d E, 
tival was not to be put off ſo ; ſhe interrupted 
him, crying out, that Alexander's beard was far 
inferior to- his, and that before any farther 
mention was made of him, what ſhe propoſed 
concerning the long beard muſt be decided.“ 
Father Raphael, who loved to hear himſelf 
talk, loſt all patience at being interrupted on 


| theſcore of his beloved beard. In the name 


«© 'of goodneſs, Madam, .cried he, let us 
„hear no more of it, but permit me to proceed.“ 
No, no, replied- the miſchievous Mad. d Ef 
tiuval, wringing her hands, you muſt grant me 
one requeſt : You know I am with- child, I 
long prodigiouſly, and if Lam not immediately 
© ſatisfied, I vow the child I go withal will be 
born with as long a beard as your own.“ 1 
- iS 
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This concluſion was ſo diverting; as to ſet'the _ 


able in a roar, and made the poor Capuchin bluſh 

to his ears: He was for riſing from his chair, 
ht order by his retreat to ſhow how much he 

provoked ; but thoſe, who ſet next him 

. ans} it, by holding him dowyn, and telling 
1 uy ladies were allowed to ſay what they pleaſed, 
without giving offence.-. HA. d Eſtival, ho 
ſat all this while upon thorns, nodded to him 
very obligingly, as much as to ſay, you know 
her humour, and ſhould not be offended. Fa- 
ther Raphael took his ſeat again; hoping his 
beard might ſtill remain a beard, and that 
the ſtorm : which: threatened it would: blow 
ouE er. Vou make me no anſwer, con- 
tinued Madame d Eſtival taking a malicious 
pleaſure in tormenting the good Father, 
and the more ſo, for that in her late quarrel 
with her huſband, ſhe knew the Capuchin had 
been one of the firſt in adviſing him never to 
receive her again: Can you be ſo cruel, ſaid 
ſhe, as to refuſe me, aſter what I mentioned 2 
« If it be only to handle my beard, replied Fa- 
ther Raphael; © Iam willing to indulge yon ſo 
een BY *. You are exceeding good, dear Fa- 
'*: ther,” cried Mad. 7 Bfrival riſing from her 
ſeat with great alacrit7; I ö have longed this 
hour for it prodigiouſſy; your complaiſance 
is with my deſires gives me new life.” 

I cannot ſay whether the tickling thoughts of 
ben handled by a pretty woman, made any im- 
preſſion or not; but this is certain, the Reve- 
rend Father reſumed his uſual gaiety, and pre- 
ſented his chin with no bad grace: The company, 


r with this humourous m_ id 
| I 


| 260 The Fortunat Country: LA 


with all their eyes both the phyſgnomy of the 
Capuchin, looking mighty modeſtiy on the fair 
lady as ſhe drew near, and ber arch countenance 
yer Farr with ſweet! revenge. She was no 
ſooner within arms lengths. but the: ſeized: the 
beard as uigorouſlyg as if ſhe: did nat intend to 
quit her hald ut a ſudden-. O Lord“ cies 
the-Capuching. & ſoftly, I beſeech-you,; Madam! 
you tear. the: hair un by the roota: If you con: 
= tinue'to make: me: gape fo wide; all wh 
about me wilkinfallibly fly into my: mouth.” * 
Duni piece of Caprehim: wit made the com> 
wday very merry though it was verycaſily.dif- 
ceriied: te be pointediatcthe:la howeren, 
this ſarcaſm had this effect, — longer pi - 
" tie& him. but applauded 3 er upon 
him bla ſpheme. 
When . 2 Eſiival fond ird poſſeſ⸗ 
fioniof. tie venerable beard; withſ ane hand ſhe 
graſped. as much as ſhe could; hold, and With 
— athen began to nipoff the longeſt hairs, and 
thio win ſa much expedition, that: Father Nar 
Aua, who imagined this whole beard: was going, 
cried outbitterly,; and ſpringing up with all his 
 firength, threw Mad: dE ſtival from him upon 
the floor. M. & Eftivel, the C:untefs, every one 
ran to het aſſiſtance, took her up, and enquired 
how ſhe: found herſelf? She cried and roared, 
proteſting ſhe-ſhould: expire, and that: nothing 
elſe than tearing off all the beard could fatisfy 
ber for the cruel treatment ſhe had received. 
Father Rapbae finding bimſelf diſengaged, and 
apprehending the coniequences of her brutality, 
very prudently toak to his heels: any one elle 
would have done the ſame, as it was certainly 


the wiſeſt way, and the only means to eſcape 
farther 
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farther miſchief, MA. d Efrval no ſooner per- 
ceived his flight, but ſhe cried out againſ her 
huſband, reproaching bis want of tenderneſs. 
It was in vain for Mad,  Eftrval to ſay he was 
ſorry for what had happened, that he would 
make his complaints to the Biſhop, and ſhe 
ſhould be amply revenged; ſtill he perſiſted in 
her exclamations, ſwearing he was privy. to 
what the Capuchin had done, and only wanted 
to have her diſpatched at any rate. M. dq Efiual, 
aſtoniſhed to hear her talk thus, expoſtulated with 
her on the injuitice and conſequence of her ſuſ- 
picions; but ſhe remained inflexible ;- ſhe vowed 
nothing ſhould appeaſe her, unleſs he would run 
after Father Raphael, and bring him back, or 
tear off his beard, hair by hair; that if he 


brought it, without leaving any behind, the 


would believe he had no hand in what had paſſed. 
As deſirous as AH. d Eftival was of obliging his 
wife in the condition the was in, he could not 
prevail with himſelf to run after the Capuchon, 
and much leſs to propoſe pulling bis beard up by 
the roots; it cauld not be expected, that zealous 
as he ſeemed to be of that fatal beard, he would 
never conſent to part with it for all the big · bel- 
lied women in Chriſtendom. M. d Eſtiuval con- 
cluded, that on ſuch a vexatious occaſion it was 
beſt to retire, which he did, ſighing and com- 
plaining of his unhappy lot, which had tied him 
to ſuch a wicked woman; he regretted his for- 
mer moderate fortune, and vowed, that if ever 
Heaven ſhould take pity of him, and ſet him 
once more at liberty, he would never be ſo great 
a fool, as to expoſe himſalf again to the like 
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- What at firſt ſeemed only a comical accident, 
and a matter of mirth, had like to have proved 
of very bad conſequence : M. d Efival being 
obliged to proſecute Father Raphael, to ſatisfy 
His wife, who inſiſted on having him puniſhed, 
was very near being caſt with loſs of all he was 
worth. The Capuchins in every quarter of the 
world made themſelves parties concerned; all the 
beards, not even thoſe of the good old Nuns ex- 
cepted, were in commotion, and appeared in the 
_ common. cauſe. Had not the affair been ami- 
cably adjuſted, M. d EHiual would have re- 
pented, as long as he lived, .the being an ac- 
complice in ſo criminal an attempt, which was 
only pardoned in conſideration of its being al- 
ledged, that his wife was frantic and big with child, 
which was admitted as an atonement for the af - 
front offered to the beards of the whole body. 
Some months after Mad. d Eftival was brought 
to bed of a boy, who nevertheleſs had no beard, 
though the contrary bad been apprehended. Her 
Huſband comforted himſelf with this preſent from 
Heaven, for all his paſt troubles. He hoped his 
wife would have more ſenſe, now ſhe was be- 
come a mother, and give him no farther provo- 
cation to curſe himſelf. and her: But he was ſtill 
miſtaken, he was not yet at the end of his miſery. 
She was no ſooner up, but nothing would ſerve 
her but being made a Marchione/s, coſt what it 
would. She ſpoke about it to her huſband, who 
Teprefented to her; very mildly, that as he had 
never been in the army, and his eſtate too ſmall 
for ſuch a. title, ſhe ought not to indulge ſuch 
ambitious thoughts... Mad. & Eftizval took no ſuch 
anſwer for current coin; ſhe replied, that money 
would effect any thing; that ſhe brought * her 
5 hs | owry 
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dowry large ſums, and ſeveral eſtates in different 
provinces; that it was only ſelling all and buying 
a Marquiſate; in a word, that ſhe was bent upon 
it, and would ſooner die, than not have her will. 
This ſtrange whim was occaſioned by a young 
gentle woman's lately marrying a Count in thoſe 
parts, which gave her precedency before Mad. 
d EAival; this giving place was a cruel mortifi- 
cation to her pride, which fuggeſted to her, that 
in order to ſurpaſs the Counteſs, ſhe muſt become 
 Marchioneſs. Was not this madneſs with a 
- vengeance ? v2 5 2:3 3830 1 
M. d Eftival acquainted her mother with this 
piece of folly; ſhe agreed with the huſband in 
_ condemning it, and reſolving! to diſregard it. 
Mad. d Eſtival, upon being informed of this, 
broke out of all bounds in order to bring her 
Huſband to conſent; but finding that it was all 
to no purpoſe, ; ſhe ſtifled her reſentment, and 
contri ved a ſcheme to revenge herſelf on her 
huſband, which had ended in his deſtruction, if 
Fortune bad not aſſiſted him in parrying the blow. 
Direrting his cares one day with hunting, he 
met with one of his peaſants croſſing the foreſt. 
Upon aſking whither he was going? To carry 
© a letter to town,” anſwered the clown, from 
your lady, which I am to put in the poſt, 
without telling any body.“ M. d Eftival was 
was ſurprized at this, and ſuſpected ſome myſtery 
in the letter, into which he ought to examine. 
He aſked for the letter, fully reſolved to take it 
by force, if it was not ſurrendered; but the ſiw- 
plicity of the peaſant prevented his uſing violence: 
There it is, Sir, anſwered he, © but be ſure 
do not tell; ſhe gave me ſomething to drink, 
provided I went with the letter and did not 
4 s acquaint 
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rr „ wilt give you as much 
« more, cd I M Efttval, ©* orr condition 
© you to not let her know that I have the let- 
ter. G0 to ſuch a houſe to refreſh,” and 
then return to the vnlage; if you are aſked 
"i eoncerning | your errand, - fay you have done 
it. Take care not to divulpe what Fhave 
„ faid to you: If I find you are difereet, and 
inform me when any thing of this nature 
happens again, I will remember you, and al- 
"<6 ways give double what you have received.” 

| The peaſant was well ſatisfied with hig maſter's 
generoſity, who Was us much beloved: for his 
goodneſs, as his wife was deteſted for her mulice: 
T his it was which procured him the letters 
- eafily 3 ſo true it is, that the eſteem we gain, 
oſten contributes to our affftance, when we 
' have no reaſon to expect it, 
AM. EEftival went aſide and opened e: : 
- Had he not e to OE HRW" read as 
| follows 


| Prin, my Lord, DO alarmed. 1 109= 
| takes, in Gleurbing your Prectous mo- 
. ments, 2 5 the ſake of a beloved ſpenſe. I am juſt 
now informed that M. d'Eſtival, that huſband who 
i ſo truly dear to me, is on the point of leaving 
tbe kingam, on account ＋ 4 confiderable employ- 
ment which is offered him, aul he has accepted f. 
T beg. you will be pleaſed to interpoſe... your au 
. Tidy, in order to prevent. a misfortune I can neuer 
_ ſurvive. One word. of. yours,. my Lord, will re- 
ftore me. zo life. Jan perſuaded you will not re- 


| the, 6 me this * mene Wet 1 
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M. d Efteval conaluded from this letter, thae 
kis wife's: delign was. to have him ſecured, tc 
revenge herſelf for his not complying 5 

her a Marching; and then, during his con- 

finement, to. try all methods of compaſſing her 
deſign.: He thought it fo baſe an action, that he 
came to a reſolution, once for all; to this pur- 
poſe he took poſt next day, without acquainting 
any one, and waited on the Miniſter of State to 
preuent miſchief, in caſe ſhe ſhould take ano- 
ther opportunity of writing to him; he laid open 
his grievances, begged his protection, and after 
convincing him of his deteſtation of all ſuch 
projects, he ſued for a ſeparation in the Parlia- 
ment, and obtained it upon producing the letter; 
in a word, he carried his point: But, as he had 
been too eaſy in the marriage articles by ac- 
knowledging a larger dowry than he really re- 
ceived, to give the match a greater air in the 
family, for which.the Counteſs had reaſons; and 
as all. the relations on the father's fide thought 
- themſelves obliged to ſupport Mad. dq Eſtiual with 
their intereſt, ſhe in her turn ſued for a ſepara- 
tion of eſtates. real and perſonal, alledging that 
her huſband: was a gameſter and a ſpendthrift, 
and would ſquander away what belonged to her 
and her ſon: To ſay no more, intereſt carried 
it, M. d Eſtival was caſt, and obliged to refund 
all he had received at marriage, and to give up 
his. own eſtate, to make an end of the affair. 

He put the beſt face on it he could, obtained a 

poſt, chuſing rather to live on his ſalary, than 
cohabit with a; woman, who, after ſuch: be- 

haviour, might ſooner or later come to extremi- 
ties with hum, when ſhe thought herſelf ag- 

grieved, which was not ſeldom. M 
mn My 
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M y mother concluded AAad. 4 Elbieus's hiſtory 
at this exploit, which I'was the more inclined to 
believe, ' as I had a very bad opinion of her; preju- 


' dice made mecredulous; as is uſual in ſuch caſes. q 


The ſatisfaction I enjoyed once again in my 
e converſation, was too ſenſible not to 
be prolonged as much as poſſible; in order to 
this, I put her «wk upon the ſubject of the 
Lord of their village: As it furniſhed her with 
an occaſion of expoſing him . no topic could 
be more agreeable; I had before diſcovered in 
her an averſion to him, and was curious to 


know the reaſon; ſhe declared it without any 


manner of heſitation. The adventure is too 

comical, to be omitted; if it ſhould: diſpleaſe 

ſome readers, it cannatefail of diverting others; 

it is fit erery one ſhould find hays rol to their 

taſte, neither can the mind always re iſh a len 
of too ſerious'a nature. 


M. Gripart feil in love with: my ſiſter, 4415 


Colin had married, and who at that time lived 
wich her huſband-in my father's houſe : He ſent 
for my ſather; and with a view of procuring 
himſelf admiitance into His houſe, enquired if he 


would undertake the care of the Caſtle-gardens, 


as he had formerly done when they belonged to 
the Counteſs of N. my god- mother. My Aber 


who knew that emplorment to be more ad- 


vantageous than labouring in the Foreſt, and 
who had quit ted it before on no other account, 


than for An ene cof purſuing it, eaſily 


agreed witfi the new Lord, and began the next 
day to carry bis tools: From that time, he daily 

ired thither at ſive O' clock in the morning, 
and continued 8 —_— 0 e at night. W: 
* Ze. 


— 
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As ſoon as M. Gripart had thus ſecured Jahn 
B. who was not to be jeſted with in point of ho- 
nour, he began his viſits to my father's houſe 
under various pretexts. At firſt his deſigns were 
not ſuſpected; he talked indifferently with mo- 
ther and daughter; inſenſibly, however, he be- 
trayed himſelf, and as Lord of the village, began 
to be more free than was becoming with Colin's 
wife. As ſhe was truly virtuous, and perceiv- 
ing his intentions were to induce her to prove 
unfaithful to her huſband, ſhe anſwered him with 
diſdain, and poſitively declared, that if he ſhould 
ever preſume. to. renew his ſolicitations, ſhe 
would complain to her huſband and the Curate. 
 Gripart, who was a mere coward,. promiſed to 
behave himſelf with more diſcretion for the fu- 
ture, and begged that ſhe would not betray him; 
but he was too much enamoured, and too fooliſh 
to keep his word. He contrived a ſcheme to 
compaſs his deſign without expoſing himſelf, the 
ſucceſs of which did not anſwer his hopes. 
Once a week Colin went to a ſmall town, the 
name of which I cannot at preſent recollect, to 
ſell his corn: He uſually was abſent two days, and 

returned on the third. M. Gripart thought this a 

<favourable opportunity for executing his deſigns, 


s. which he attempted in the following manner: 


In the evening after Colin was ſet out, he ſent 
a peaſant to my ſiſter, in her huſband's name, 
to deſire her to come to a farm-houſe immedi- 
ately, about two leagues from the town he de- 
ſigned for, where he was obliged to ſtay, having 
been let blood on account of a fall he had from 

his waggon, and that ſhe muſt go with the corn, 

and ſell it for him. No ſooner did this ill news 
reach my ſiſter, but ſhe inſtantly took horſe, in 
| e company 
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company with the canines, who was a neigh- 
bour, bribed hc dy part to decoy her. 
Tr had been dark about two hours, when ſhe 
reached: the place where Gripart was waiting, 
This farm houſe was nothing but a paltry inn, 
where waggoners uſed often to bait, and had 
. one ſpare chamber, which Gripart had taken 
up: He was diſguiſed like a peaſant, that, in 
caſe of a dĩſappointment he might eſcape vadif- 
covered. He invented a ſtory to the miſtreſs 
of the houſe, ho was no wiſer than ſhe ſhould 
be, that his wife's' conduct had been for ſome 
time very ſuſpicious; that, being unable to be- 
Heve common report, left it might be only the 
effect of people's malice; he was reſolved to put 
"her to the trial, and in that view had pretended 
to go a Journey” in order to leave her at her 
cn diſpofal, and Had now' fent for her as 
From à gallant, who had been named to him, 
Now, ſays Gripart to the hoſteſs, if ſhe comes, 
it will be a proof of her infidelity to me, and if 
"the refuſes, I know what to ſay when people 
come with the like ſtories again. 
The Hoſteſs e of his rats- 
gem; and upon — her, that if his- 
wife came, be ones 15 ſhould diſcover himſelf, as 8 
he ptopoſed to do ſhe might poſſibly cry out for 
fear, of being beat, which he affured her was not 
his deſign; the good woman promiſed, that 
neither fhe- nor her daughter would meddle or 
make; that ſhe knew very well, that between 
- the bark and the tree one muſt not thruſt one's 
c finger; he might therefore make himſelf eaſy, 
happen what Would, ſhe was not againſt his 
1 vine back to her duty, py = 
. [Theſe 
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.'Theleprecautions being taken, Gripart thought 


tbe time long till my lifter came. He did. not 
"d the ſucceſs of A deſign n; bat forgot that 
_ Heaven does not fayour wickedneſs, often ſend- 
ing diſap c ointments, not to be foreſeen nor pre- 
vented. We have pere a convincing proof of it, 
which gave. a, very different turn wo the aftatr, 
than What was expected. 5 
 Cilin ſtopped to refreſh at an alchouſe fling | 


_ , diſtance from the town, and there met with the 


; Commiſſaries employed i in furniſhing a magazine 
for the army. As they are always upon the 


watch for the corn- waggons, in order to get bet- ES 


ter penay worths, they propoſed making a bar- 
gain with Colin for his wheat, and ſave him go- 
; ing into the town. Colin, who was willing to 
5 diſpatch his buſineſs, told them, that at the mar- 
Kket price it ſhould be a bargain. | The corn ap- 
peared ſo good, that the Commiſſaries, after 
| ſtanding : a little, agreed to give him his price, 
paid down the money, and the wheat was un- 
loaded on the ſpot, where they kept their ma- 
_ gazine 3 after drinking together, Colin, inſtead 
of going any farther, returned homewards, de- 
ſigning te bait by the way, and ſo travel all 
night, that he might reach his own . the 
next morning. 
The fellow who drove the 3 told him 
| the horſes were ſo tired, that they muſt bait at 
the next inn; this was the houſe where Gripart 
| waited for my ſiſter. Colin, who was perſuaded 
of the neceſſity for it, gave his conſent. 
| Gripart, who counted every minute till my 
ſiſter came, and heard the horſes op, ſhut the 
_ window again when he found himſe f miſtoken. 


Vox. III. y As 
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As his head run on nothing but gallantry; he did 


not obſerve that the horſes. were taken from the 
Waggon, and put into the ſtable ; from whence 
he might have concluded, that the men were in 
the bouſe,. and poſſibly * be a hindrance to 
his project. 
In the mean time, my ſi ſiſter, whoſe uneaſineſs 
, was very great, and who imagined the meſſenger 
" concealed the danger her huſband was in, made 
all pofible haſte to come to him. Colin and his 
4 man were drinking by the fire- ſide when ſhe en- 
tered the inn; he was ſurprized to ſee her But 
_ Hee, expecting to find him there, threw herſelf 
. his neck: How do you find yourſelf?” 
ſaid ſhe, © Y6u ought to keep your bed after ſuch 
© a fall, and not fir drinking here.“ 
| Colin ſtared at this, not comprehending what 
ſe meant: Faith, wife, ſaid he, © I am as 
much ſurprized at what you ſay, as at ſeein 
& you here: What has brought you hither? 
; % What do you mean by the of you talk of?“ 
- by Nay, -nay,* cried my iter, * this is a hne jeſt 
indeed; why, do you imagine I only dreamt 
©. of your fall from the waggon, and that you 
© was very much bruiſed, and ſent for me {hither ? 
© It is well John Bibart, the vine-drefier, who 
came for me in your name, is here, and El 
- My fifter, who thought nothing lefs than that 
the meſſenger was at her elbow, was going to 


55 call him ſor a witneſs, and looked about for him; 


but my gentleman, upon perceiving the huſband, 
eaſily guefled he might poſſibly make but a bad 
market there, and very ſilently made off, to 

take care of one. Colin, as much a clown as he 


Vas, Judged there was ſome wyſtery at the bot- 
| tom 
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tom of all this; he took his wife aſide, to make 
ſome diſcovery; ; but ſhe knew no more than her 
huſband, and could only inform him what had 
7 brought her there, aſſuring him ſhe had no other 
deſign; and, as to any thing elſe, was as ignorant 
as himſelf. 

. --: By! alter was handſome, Colin foal of her, 
and a little jealous; he could not be ſatisfied. 
4 There mult be ſome ſnake in the graſs,” ſaid 
| he to his wife; all this contrivance was never 
intended for nothing: Take no notice, but 
„ fit down there; I will go drink with our man, 
“ as if I did not know you: Nobody has ſeen 
ce us diſcourſe together, but neighbour Bibart, 

c * can make no diſcoveries; ; to, mum is 

your cue, the murder will out. Colin was 
"i no fool; his plot ſucceeded. 5 
260 Er part, who was fallen aſleep i in waitin She | 
my ſiſter, never heard her arrive; his ea neſs 
made him Wake, and look out nf the window : 
But all being quiet, and finding by his watch it 
grew late, he began to think my ſiſter had not 
ſwallowed the bait, and that he mult take his la- 
bour for his pains. Be that as it will, he re- 
ſolved to go to bed, being tired with waiting to 
no purpuſe, and called to have his bed made 
ready. The maid, who had been aſleep in a 
chair, hearing the Wie went through the room 
where my filter was, to know, what Gripart 
wanted. Is nobody come! ?* cried he, ** you. 


_— know whom I wait for.” © Yes, yes, anſwered 


the maid, “our miſtreſs bas * the hoſtler and 
me privately, and has inſtructed me how to 
« behave: I cannot tell for certain whether the 


woman below is the perſon, but the is al} 
SA {7 1.4 FX ne; 
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alone, though there are ners 
in another corner. Is ſhe handſome ? re- 
plied Gripart, very engerly; * Did ſhe come on 
*© horſeback»with a peaſant ?* The maid having 
: anſwered theſe queſtions in the affirmative, - Gri- 
7 bid her go down and ſend the woman up, 
without any light. © It ſhall be done,” re- 
- plied the maid, © but do not be too ſeyere;- all 
eis not goſpel which every one ſays.” Gripart, 
* whole impatience was worked up to the-higheſt 
pitch, promiſed: to behave like a tender huſband. 
The maid commended his moderation, and went 
' to acquaint my ſiſter in her ear to go up, and 
that the perſon the knew of was above. 
Miu ſiſter, who had agreed with her huſband 
to take any hint that was given her, tipped him 
the wink, and followed the nid. Colin, as 
| "Joon as he thought her at the top of the ſlairs, 
took a light and followed her, accompanied by 
his man, each of them armed with a gaod 
cudgel. Gripart, who imagined himſelf on — 
point of gratifying his paſſion, and ſtood with 
open arms to receive his dear adorable, ſcreamed 
out at the ſight of her huſband, and endeavoured 
to make his eſcape. Calin, who knew him not · 
: withſtanding his d 2 but took care not to 
* diſcover it, together with his man, belaboured 
him very heartily, pretending to take him for 
one of their equals, and crying out, What Mr. 
©. Clown, is this your way of keeping the Com- 
- ©-mandments?? it was in vain for Gripart to 
ſue for mercy on his knees, he was rib- roa ed ac- 
_ © "cording to his merits; nor did they deſiſt, til 
they thought they had left him for dead. 
Ibis was the account my mother gave me of 
| the Lord of their _ She added, that this 
7 adventure 


adventure had done him ſome good, and that he 
behaved ſince that time with more modera- 
tion. - Notwithſtanding every one is on their 
— and it was upon account of his curioſity 
concerning you, ſaid the, that I have given yo 
this ct er. I thanked my mother for her 


good advice, and reſolved to follow it, that I 
might auoid giving a man I already knew but 
too any opportunity of tormenting me. 


afreſh': I had vexations ensugh, not to ſeek 
new ones; and could not behave with too much 
caution: The very thoughts of the old Margueſs 
made me- tremble, and apy one will believe it 
was not without reaſon. 
The next day I received the goods which - 
Melicourt ſent me; and in the evening an expreſs 
arrived from him, to caution me to be on my 
guard, and to ſee as little company as poſſible. 
He informed me, the Margueſs was outrageous 
on the receipt of my letter; that he had diſ- 
patched ſo many people after me, as muſt; cer- 
tainly find me out, and then he would make me 
repent the little regard 1 had ſhown him, after 
what he had done for me. Melirourt added, that 
the old dargqueſs, had endeavoured to wins him, 
and learn from him where I was ; that unleſs we 
had contrived a letter written to himſelf, and in 
the ſame nature with that to the old Nobleman, 
he declared he ſhould have been much perplexed ; 
he was even obliged to difſemble, and: condemn 
my conduct, to avoid being ſuſpected; that this 
feint had gained his confidence; he ſeemed in- 
clined; according to what he added, to write to 
his ſong in order to find me out, imagining he 
muſt be privy to my deſigns, andithe-obitacle to 
bus happineſs. 3 | Gy 
"TY _ 
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As to the toilet, he informed me, that the 
Marqueſs, notwithſtanding his anger, was con- 
cerned I had not taken it with me, ſaying, he 
was very unhappy to be ſo little known to me; 
that he would not hear of ſelling my effects, to 

make up the money he had beſtowed on me; 
and added, that ſince it was not poſſible for him 
to learn where I was, and to ſend them to me, 
de would order them to be ſecured for me. 

In a word, from what Melicourt wrote, it 
was eaſily for me to conclude, that the old Mar- 
queſs's quarrel was only grounded on my giving 
him tbe flip, and that his paſſion was till the 
fame : This gave me great uneaſineſs; it was a 
conſiderable rub in my way. 

Nevertheleſs, the little furniture which came, 
made no fa noiſe in the village, and were 
thought much more conſiderable than they really 
deſer ve. It conſiſted of plate, clothes, linen, and 
other moveables in an elegant taſte, and which 
had an air of grandeur. My father and mother 
could not —.— their admiration; and my aunt, 
who valued herſelf on the honour ſhe imagined 
there was in belonging to me, told the neigh- 
bours, when they were talking of theſe things, 
that this was nothing to what I had at Paris. 

Barbara, of whom J enquired from time to 
time what people ſaid of me, very ſincerely told 
me, that talking one evening. with my mother 
about me, ſhe ſaid, the more ſhe ſaw me, the 
more the thought me like that daughter I had 
heard mentioned, of whom they could learn no 
tidings; but that I never reſembled her ſo well 
as when | was undreſſed; and that upon my fa- 


ther's ſaying there. was a remote likeneſs, * 2 
D -i94s. ol 
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far from what ſhe pretended, my mother had = 


replied, ſhe would convince him, by bringing 
him into my chamber before I was up, or when 
in a night-cap, as I'often was on account of the 


I reſolved to make a right uſe of this hint, 


and dreſs every morning, as I uſed to do at 


Paris, that by theſe means I might be more un- 


like myſelf, and diffipate ſuch notions, leſt they 
ſhould gather ſtrength, and make too deep an 
impreſſion. Though I never had uſed paint be- 
fore, | employed ſome red, to diminiſh a little 


of my paleneſs, or complexion, call it which 


u pleaſe, which brought me too near that fatal 
likeneſs: This expedient had its deſired effect; 
in four days the reſemblance, - which had given 
me ſo much uneaſmeſs, was entirely forgot. 


The Sunday following I went to maſs: Bar- 3 


bara had acquainted me that every one would be 


there, and that as 1 did not (tir out, all the 


neighbours who had heard of me, would certainly 
be at church, to fee me, and know whether L 

really deſerved all that had been ſaid of me. 
Could I have diſpenſed with. myſelf from 
hearing maſs, I ſhould have certainly done it; I 
apprehended the effects of chance, and not witk- 
out reaſon, as the reader may remember. I had 
hid it down as a rule, to take ſo much care, 
and, out of a ſeeming modeſty, to cover my 
face ſo much, that it was impoſſible to have a 
full view of me; beſides, I put on a rich gown, 


for the finer my drels, the leſs | was liable to be 
ſuſpected, in cafe any one ſhould take ſuch no- 


tions into their head. 
What Barbara had foretold, was fully accom- 
_ Pliſhed ; the church * crowded not only with 


ꝛroſe and followed him into his chapel, where 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the pariſhioners, but likewiſe with a great number 


of firangers. I went up to the benches for the 


women, which immediately were left out of re- 
ſpe by thoſe who were already there; I would 
not ſuffer this, but obliged them to take their 
places. This behaviour, which was certainly 


Tight in me, drew the regards and praiſes of 


many; and I could hear them ſay, that I was no 


Teſs courteous than fair, What cannot prejudice 


effect! Shall the difference of dreſs make an 
alteration in point of merit and eſteem? i 


Mass was going to begin, and I was on my 


knees to hear it and ſay my prayers, when a 
church-warden came in M. Gripart's name to 


invite me to his chapel, and tell me, he woull 


not ſuffer me to be ſo-inconveniently placed. My 
anſwer was, that my ſituation was very well, 
and I was obliged, to him for his civility, but 
ſhould ſtay there. This modeſt refuſal gained me 
ſtill more praiſes, which put me to the bluih._ 
I was in hopes to have remained unmoleſted 
after this firſt embaſſy from M. Gripart, which 


had nothing ne in it; ſeeing a woman 


well dreſſed in the crowd, it was natural for him 
to take ſuch an opportunity of ſhowing his 
breeding; but imagining my refuſal proceeded 
from his not coming in perſon, he approached to 
make his excuſes, preſented his hand, and pro- 
teſted, that if I perſiſted in refuſing to comply 
with his requeſt, he, Lord as he was (which he 


took care to make me hear), would kneel down 


on the pavement by me. . 
The murmur which enſued, made me judge, 
that to put an end to it, 1 ought to comply 1 


— 
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' heard maſs, without making any anſwer to the 
fine things he faid from time to time. 

He acquitted himfelf 'very politely, as one 
may imagine, in doing the honburs of the place; 
the beadle was reprimanded: for offering the bleſt 
bread firſt to him, and was: told, Fo: when 
dies of my quality were preſent, the compli- 

ment mult be paid to them; I received it with 
reſerve from his hands, and made a. ſhort ac 
knowledgment. 

When maſs was done, the gallant 7 Eri- 

part offered his coach to carry me home; but I 

deſired to be excuſed. As it was but a Rep to 

my father's, it would have been ridiculous not 

to have gone on foot. | At leaſtꝰ ſaid he, 

vill do me the honour to ſee the Caſtle: The 

© gardens are well laid out; your landford was 

4 the contriver: The girls of the village dance 

* in the avenue, and may afford you ſome. 

s amuſement.?* I thanked him very civilly fas 

his obliging propoſal, and told him, “ that ex- 

& cept church; I went no where.“ The Curate 

who joined us while we were talking, occalioned 
 Gryipart's getting into his coach and driying off: 

1 guefſed there was ſome miſunderſtanding be- 

tween them, and ſo. it proved; the adventure I 

mentioned, created a ſhyneſs; it had reached: 

the Curate's ears, whoſe vigilance and ſtrict dif- 

eipline made him obſerve very little ceremony 
with his betters, when their morals threatened 
the welfare of his flock. It were to be wiſhed all 
the cloth behaved like him, it would be a check 
upon the great ones; virtue ever Wi 
209 awe. | 

My father ae mother, who, as I have 44d. 
valued themſelves im having. me: for a lodger,, 

15 1 
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were ſtanding by me when the Curate approach 
ed ; he paid his compliments to me, and ſaid, 
he was much edified with my behaviour in time 
of divine ſervice; that he had been informed of 
it, and thought himſelf happy in the acquiſition 
of ſo pious a pariſhioner. I anſwered in a polite 
manner, little thinking what was to follow. He 
invited me, with an eaſy air which was not di- 
pleaſing, to dine with him in company with my 
landlord and landlady; telling me, in order to 
prevail, that his nĩece defired ſo much to be ac- 
quainted with me upon hearing of my way of 
fe, that ſhe would give him no reſt till he had 
effected it. My father and mother, who were 
doubtleſs in the plot, ſeconded his requeſt; and 
he behaved ſo handſomely, that, notwithſtanding 
my former reſolutions, 1 was obliged to comply. 
The Curate appeared highly ſatisfied, and the 
more ſo, as I had refuſed. the ſame fayour-to the 
Lord of the Manor: We arrived at his houſe, 
talking of indifferent matters: His-niece, who 
was about twenty-five, and rather agrecable 
than handſome, received me with a- "RFF en- 
gaging politeneſs. 
The Curate, the ſame perſon. who 1 was men- 
tioned in the beginning of theſe Memoirs, had 
parts, and was well enough educated ;, but his 
curioſiix was more than feminine. I was, ſcarce 
arrived at the village, when he tried, all poſſible 
methods of diſcovering, who IL Was. Barbara 
underwent a rigorous. examination, but he Joſt 
his l: bour. I had given her a caution, and ex- 
preſſe d myſelf ſs politively, with threats of part= 
ing if ever ſhe was guilty of the leaſt indiſcretion 
of that kind, _ e e not by ION 725 
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by any means to betray her truſt. The lefs light 
the Curate could gain in my affairs, the more 
eager he was in his purſuits ; it was in this view 
fure enough that he invited me, as I eaſily diſ- 
covered at the end of dimer.  _ 
lt muſt be allowed he was very artful in his 
inquiries. * I knew formerly, Madam, faid he 
to me, after diſcourſing on different ſubjects; 
one MH. de Mainville, a man of diftinRion in 
© the fea ſervice, and famous for his exploits; 
© he is but lately dead: As I have heard, he 
married a beautiful wife, and your name agree 
ing with his, I have often thought you may 
© poſlible be his widow.” Saying this, the Curate 
waited my anſwer, expecting I ſhould give him 
ſome light into my hiſtory ; but I was as cun- 
ning as he; I took the thing: My anſwer was, 
Wo: That I aſked it as a favour, that he would 
« never mention to me a fpouſe, whoſe memory, 
« when revived, always threw me into a fit of 
„ melancholy, which often laſted for three 
months, making me inſupportable to myſelf 
« and every one elſe ; that the apprehenſion of 
« ſuch diſcourſe made me live retired from the 
«< world; that I. was ſenſible of my folly, but 


* . 


could not conquer it.“ 1 
This agreed ſo well with what my aunt had 
faid, when the was queſtioned about me, that 
the Curate was ſorry for his indifcretion, and 
made me many apologies; he endeavoured to 
change the diſcourſe, but I appeared ſa dejected, 
and played the forrowfuF widow fo much to the 
life, that he was heartily vexed at his having dif- 
turbed the chearful gaiety I was in before. It was 
ablolutely neceſſary I ſhould behave in this man- 
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ner, Otherwiſe I muſt every day hz ve expected 


to de expoſed to queſtions that were not eaſity 
anſwered. My tegly had 8 gaod an effect, and 
was fo ie hecna abroad, that n9 farther 
inquiry was made about me. The firſt ſetting 
opt in the world is all, and determines every 
. We were riſing from table, when my old ad- 
mier Colin and his wife, came in. They had 
Not as yet ſeen 'me, though they came. every 
day to my father's: As I had from the beginning 
declared againſt ſceing any company, my father 
nor mother had not preſumed to introduce them, 
though they were deſirous to comply with my 
ſiſter s earneſtneſs to ſee' me, which was ver 
reat : This opportunity of my dining with the 
Curate was not neglected ; as they were intimate 
with him, under pretence of a viſit, they ſatiſ- 
fied their curioſity. My fiſter I thought very 
handſome, though a little fun burnt. Colin put 
me to the bluſh, for, after looking earneſtly at 
me, he cried out very bluntly; He had ſeen 
me before, and that he was acquainted with my 
© features.” i That may bay | ſaid I very gravely. 
So laconic an anſwer, with my ſerious air, de- 
moliſhed poor Colin; and had not a glaſs or two 
of wine made him find his tongue a aing We 


ſhould have heard no more of him. A tone of 
volce, a ſingle word, daſhes the moſt familiar, 
1 was pretty good at this. FH 
I; We laſt peal for veſpets having rung, J roſe 
and took leave of the Curate, thanking him for 
his civilities; he propoſed my returning after 
church, and that they would think of ſome 
Amuſem̃ent. I told him I had letters to . 
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and could not poſſibly accept of the honour. 


that ww , ©,” | | 
Next day his niece returned my vilit : 'As ſhe 
\ ſeemed much upon the reſerve and very diſcreet,, 
I received her very courteouſly. Soon after, I 
invited her and her uncle to dinner ; thus being 
out of their debt, I eluded, under various pre- 
texts, any farther meetings. It was evident L 
did not care for company; my way of life, as 
well as my perſon, was no longer a novelty ; in 
a ſhort time, my name was never mentioned. 
I had been near a month at my father's with» 
out hearing of the Marqueſs; this had thrown 
me into an uneaſineſs which was frequently at- 
tended with tears; when one morning my mo- 
ther acquainted me, that a man juſt alighted 
from horſeback deſired to ſpeak with me, ſaying. 
he had letters to deliver. I ſhook at hearing this, 
concluding he came from my lover; my heart 
told me I was not miſtaken: I deſired he might 
be brought to me, and retired. to a cloſet next 
the garden, in order not to be interrupted, but 
to be at liberty to talk with the courier, in caſe 
he ſhould have apy thing to ſay. He iminediately 
entered; ſeeing it. was not Dubois, as I expected, 
I received his packet without obſerving any thing 
particular but a large plaiſter on his forehead, 
which, as it was no very agreeable ſight,. made 
me look another way. You may go and reſt 
<+ yourſelf at the alehouſe,”” faid I to the man. 
be kim 4 crown; . a6d Twill fd for yo 


* 
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« when there is occaſion. I believe it unne- 
oc ceſſary, added I, to caution you againſt 


« ſaying any thing; 'the perſon you come from, 
« to be fure, has mſtruted you how to. be- 
«TC have.” The courier only made a low bow 


and retired. 
I opened the . the moment he left me; 
my ſurprize was verv great when I found but 


this one line in the AZargue/s's hand; The courier 
will tell you the reft, Alas! cried I, what 


means this? Where is the courier? Why did 


he go, if he has any thing to fay to me? I was 


Juſt running out of the room 10 call him back, 
not comprehending the myſtery, when 1 found 


dim before me on his knees. © What do I ſee!” 
cried I a ſecond time, throwing myſelf about 
the neek of this lovely courier. © Is it you, 
my dear Marques? I could fay no more; 
fo dear and unexpected a fight overcame me; I 


was near ſwooning away with exct fs ef ſoy. 


The Mergueſs was concerned for having thus 


'furprized me; he begged a thouſand pardons; 


but, alas ! there was no occation for it. |Þ 


obliged him to fit down, and made an owing 


' apology in my turn for not knowing him 


could not forbear laughing, when I reflected on 


the reception I had given him; he laughed very 


| heartily, and mimicked, though he could ſcarce 
"contain himfelf, the grave air with which I gave 


— 


him the crown to ſpend at the alehouſe. But 


e raillery apart,“ ſaid I, let them think what 


s they wilh, will order forn ething to be brought, 


that you may refreſh, of which 0 muſt cer- 


„ tainly Hand in need. . 


In reality, the Har queſs was fo spent, that 


de accepted of my offer: he told me, 1 _ 


« 
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t he under no apprehenſions for a pearances, 
© he having given himſelf out for my brother 
© when he came to the houſe; and that as to 
© his ſervants, who were at the public houſe, 
© they were ſo lately bired, that it could not he 
| 4 who they belonged hl was 
charmed with the Marqueſs 5 prudence : I 
had ſo many things to mention in my letter, 
that I had forgot to remind him, he had been 
formerly ſeen. at the village, and might poſſibly 
be known, and therefore ought. to be on his 
guard. But his good ſenſe ſupplied my deficiency 
and, as every thing was ſafe, .I indulged the pleg- 
ſure ariſing from the fight of ſo dear and worthy 
a lover. 

The- notion that the plaiſter be bad on his 
forehead, was only an artifice for diſguiſing him- 
ſelf, prevented my enquiring any thing concerning. 
it, but preſently recollecting the wound which 
had given me ſuch uneaſineſs, I aſked if it was 
healed ? My ſurgeon ſtill attends me,” anſwer- 
ed he, and UE; it 1 day, but Iam a 
_ © ſured the danger is over.” * How e cried't 

alarmed at what L heard, © you are not perfectly 

* recovered, and venture to ride poſt? Cer- 
4e % tainly, my Lord, you are bent on 87 7040 

«* your life, and killing me with grief!“ Make 

tal eaſy, my charming Jenny, repli ed the 
"dear man, judging of the exeels of my paſſion 
by m 1 I find my ſelf exceeding welb 
* wit hin c theſe few days; 5 and the delightful | plea- 
.* ſure of beholding you will complete my re- 
1 covE ry. Be ba EIT that if I had'been an 
410 nger .debarred ſeeing ſuch a lovely ob jeg 
CY | 3 have ſunk under it, My Valet 
[ & Chanbie, Who bing faw that abfence 


3 from 
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«© from you was the only obſtacle to 
© recovery, firſt propoſed the journey : Neither 
£ did I ride poſt, as you imagined, but came in 
* my chaiſe, which is very eaſy, and with 
© my own horſes. That the j Journey was ne- 
© ceflary for aſſiſting the cure, was evident from 
© the benefit I immediately received, and the 

effect it had on my wound. I am convinced 
© that in eightdays more, -there will be nothin 
© remaining but the ſcar ; and if you will ſuffer 
© me to ſtay ſo long i in the village, you ſhall ſee 
© the experiment. Give me your conſent, 
deareſt miſtreſs,” added this amiable lover; 
dy ſo endearing a condeſcenfion,- I ſhall be 

„ amply rewarded for all I have. ſuffered ſince our 
© parting. After ſo tedious a ſacrifice to duty, 
may not love demand ſome regard ?” 

Alas! what could I object againſt ſueh con- 
vincing proofs of his tenderneſs ? Thus far 1 had 


lived in perpetual alarms ; certainly I might be 


allowed fome ſmall reſpite.» Had I been 15 ACe. 


-quainted with the {tri probity of my "ix 4 
admirer, perhaps I ſhould not have agreed to 


long a ftay ; but the confidence I 8 84 in his. 
diſcretion, took off all the difficulty. You 
have declared yourſelf my brother, replied 
I, © and as ſueh you may continue here; I have: 


"66 experienced your. love and your. virtue, 
| = and accept of the precious moments you, 


< offer, being perſuaded T ſbalf never have the 


o& leaſtreaſon to repent it.“ s there any room: 
4 for a doubt en this occalion?* cried my lover 
tenderly kiffing my hand, Ean , you think I 


forget what is due to you? Ab! wy, the: 


nt, 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 185 


4 font; ought to convince you how ſenſible I am 
« of the delicacy of your behaviour; that mo- 
© ment, had I been able, I would have flown 
© hither to ſhow my gratitude; and, had it been 
© practicable, I would not have contented my- 
© ſelf with words; I would not have truſted to 
fair proteſtations and vain letters, which” ſpeak 
the mind only by halves; but the greatneſs of 
of my wound © Hold, my Lord,“ cried 
I, much perplexed at what I heard ; «© ſuppreſs 
, 4 A acknowledgment which is no wiys due to' 
& one, who muſt be ever indebted to you; but 
1 © Kattefy me about this letter, which you fay you 
« wrote, and I never received.“ How" is 
« this!” replied the Marqueſs with ſome emotion. 
Did not a ſervant of mine, whom I ſent poſt, 
deliver to you a packet with a picture incloſed * 
« No !” cried I, ſtill more alarmed, ** your 
© ſervant has betrayed you; for Milicanrt' [ 
© know is too exact not to haveforwarded every 
ce thing that was directed to my lodging. Eee 
0 was directed to him, that common friend to 
© us both,” replied the Marqueſs : : There 1 
* ſent it, in order that your place of retreat 
© might remain a ſecret ; and what you tell me, 
* ſurprizes as much as it alarms me. Let 2 
* ſend for my Valet de Chambre, that he ma 
out fand for the army: Ihe ſervant e 
© of is cnn ed in conducting my baggage z be 
* ſhould be brought hither, that I may know 
© what he has done with my letter; there is 
* ſome myſtery in this affair, which I do not 
* comprehend. I remember I was ſurprized 
that M. de Melicourt ſent back my expreſs 


* without a 5 line; and: particularly e 
o 
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the fellow ſaid on that ſubject, that Malicourt, 
© when he received the packet, was juſt going a 
journey, and told him he would write to me 
by the next poſt at his return. I was in daily 
© expecation of hearing from him, and the dif. 


appointment of a letter, joined to the deſire 


< of ſeeing you, haſtened my journey. This 
* affair is of too great conſequence to be neg · 
© lefted.”? | 

Far from diſapproving the Margueſs's pro- 
poſal, I adviſed him to ſend another expreſs to 
Mlicourt, to deſire he would enquire at the houſe 
where 1 had lodged, if any ſuch packet had been 
left there. My lover approved of it, telling 
me to write a note, ard it ſhould toon be deliver- 
ed. As I diſcovered ſome apprehenſions concern- 
ing his attendants, he made me eaſy, by inform- 
ing me they were ſuch as might be truſted; ad- 
ding, that he would not bring his favourite Du- 
bots, leſt, having a remarkable face, he ſhould 
be known in the village, where he had converſed 
much when be uſed to be there; and, that be 
might not be out of place, he waited on Sf. Fal, 
who wanted ſuch a ſervant. This name made 
me bluiſh, when 1 reflected on my ingratitude to 
fo good a friend: I never thought ot ag 
after him, taken up as 1 was with the pleaſure o 


ſieeing the Margueſs again, and the concern oc- 


caſioned by the loſs of the letter. 1 acknow- 
ledged my injuſtice, fravkly owning - to my 
lover the real cauſe: But he confeſſed himſelf 
greatly obliged to me for it. He added, that 
his kinſman would ſhortly be exchanged, and 
regain his liberty. When the Margueſs had 


diſpatched his expreſſes, I defired dinner to be 


brought 
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| brought. up. It happened very lucky that the 


ſoup was good, and I obliged bien to eat heartily. 
Iwould not ſuffer him to talk of any thing that 
might make him uneaſy, and alwavs 0 
him when he mentioned the old Marqueſt. 

was grown ſo pale, and was ſo much es 
that it drew tears from me; his wound, or ra- 
ther the great patch upon it, covered one eye: 
brow, and gave him an air that was particular, but 
not diſagreeable, as it had an aſſurance which 
takes with women, I had not as yer ſeen him 
with his hat on, but his wound obliging him not 
to be long uncovered, his look beſpoke a certain 
boldneſs that charmed me even to admiration. 
He ſmiled upon me from time to time, as I would 


not ſuffer him to ſpeak, and his ſmiles had their 


peculiar graces, When he offered ſometimes to 
kiſs my hand, I pulled it Hal 6 ; but, in truth, it 
was more out of a habit of reſervedneſs, than any 
fear; for when he happened to ſurprize me, I was 

not ſorry. Why ſhould I not own it? I ſhould 
tell a ye in denying it, which I think more blame 
able than to indulge a virtuous lover in ſo in- 


nocent a way. I bar all commentaries; ſo no 
more of that. 


My lover was too * to me, not to think of 
his repoſe. We had no ſooner dined, but I in- 
ſiſted upon his going to lie down, proteſting 1 
would not ſee him again till ſupper- time. He 


begged hard for one "bour ; ; but I was inexor- 


able, and told him, I would ſend Barbara to 
the inn, that I might be ſatisſicd he comp ied 


with what I required: Theſe little regards 


charmed him, andthe declared at taking his leave, 


* 


. he . neee hes now ha to live. 
1 4 5 When 


} 
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When alone, I indulged myſelf in the moſt 
agreeable reflections. I was ſatisfied how greatly 
attached the Margueſt was to me, by what he 

had done; it was à convincing proof of the 
ſolidity of his paſſion, and I could not forbear pleaſ. 
ing myſelf with the conſequences,” which might 
naturally be expected from it. Had it not been for 
the ſetter which was either intereepted or loſt, my 
joy would have been compleat; but, as I had 
hitherto experienced ſo many croſſes, I might 
reafohably dread ſome ſtorm would follow. 
This notion no ſooner gained ground, but it in- 
ſenſibly diffipated the motions of ſatisfaction to 
which I abandoned myſelf.” Thie impetuous 

love of the old Margucſs put the finiſning ſtroke 
to my diſquiet, and after various reſſections on 
all theſe things, I began to find I was ſtill at a 
great diſtance from my wiſhed-ſor point, and 

_ with which Thad too eaſily flattered myſelf; 
My bead was full of all this, when I heard a 
coach and ſeveral horſes ſtop at the door. I was 
frightened: Heavens i cried I to myſelf; can I be ſo 
unfortunate that the old Margueſi ſhould have dif- 
covered where I am, and is come to reprimand 
mel or perhaps ſome of the young Mergueſs's ſer- 
vants have informed his father, that he is come 
here to ſee me I I trembled': Such an equipage 
ſtopping at the door, could regard nohody but 
'myfelf, as it was impoſſible for any one elſe 
there to have ſuch viſitants Parbara, who 
came and informed me of a beautiful young. 
lady, as ſhe expreſſed it, diſſipated my feats. 
But, what joy when ſhe entered and I knew 
her Is it you, my dear St. Apnes?”” cricd | 
embracing her? © How much am I obliged to. 
© your for thus remembering me!“ This — 
| | | ** 


4 
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| Friend ſhowed how dear I: was to her by her af- 
ſeRionate embraces: © You are at liberty,“ 
cried I, after we were ſeated, and our firſt tranſ- 
ports ſomething abated: I ſee an end of your 
ic troubles, continued I, I am overjoyed.” 
Heaven has at. laſt removed the obſtacles,” re- 
. plied this lovely friend, which obſtructed my 
© happineſs. .'But,, had not a ſevere ſickneſs 
brought my father to death's door, I doubt 

* whether Or no, in ſpite of all MAelicourt's 
hopes, I ſhould ever have broke through my 
© cruel bonds; freſh obſtacles, which they took 
care to inform me of in the convent, topuniſh 
. 4 me, I ſuppoſe, for being ſo deſirous of leaving 
it, threatened me with being a priſoner for 
life; Leven gathered as much from my. huſ- 
band's letter. In vain did he . to give 
me hopes, I diſcovered. a confuſion in his ile, 
_ ©. which overturned all he could alledge to com- 
fort me: But Heaven, doubtleſs moved to 
compaſſion by my ſufferings, provided a re- 
© medy whence 1 had leaſt reaſon to expect it: 
My father | imagining he was going to give 
an account of his paſt life, upon recollecting 
his injuſt ce to me, was ſtartled; he thought 
. © he could not be too expeditious in making 
- © amends, leſt. death ſhould prevent him. An 
© authentic declaration, ſigned by proper wit- 
* neſles, ' acknowledging he had forced me, 
knowing I was married, to take the vows, 
finiſhed the affair. In three days I was taken 
out of the convent, with leave to go and 
© receive a dying father's bleſſing. My mother 
received me with tears of repentance; ſhe in- 
troduced me, and [ threw. myſelf: at my fa- 
© ther's. feet. The condition 1 found him in, 
; not 
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not only made me forget all his cruelty, but 


©* pierced with bitter grief, I offered to Heaven 


"© my ardent vows for his preſervation, which 
© was. miraculoufly granted. He had ſcarce 

given me his bleſſing, when à frightſul erifis, 
e which wat thought 20 be u 'redoublement of 
the fever, and the beginning of an agony, threw 
him into a ſweat,” which expelled the morbific 
matter. In three days time he was entirely 


© himſelf, and with tears acknowledged that he 


attributed his life to what he had done for me, 
and my return home. : 
In a word, my dear friend,” continued St. 
Agnes, my father is recovered, and deſigns to 
re · unite me to my dcar Mielicourt; as he has. 
© affairs of the laſt conſequence to finiſh at 
© © Court, before my buſineſs can be concluded, 
_ « © he* propoſed carrying me along with him. My 
& jover is ſtill ignorant of all this, and, I believe, 
will be agrecably ſurprized. I chided the 
lovely Minatte for making Melicourt ſuffer fo 
long on account of not hearing from her; her 
enxcuſe was, that during her father's illneſs, ſlie 
Was fo taken up that ſhe had not leiſure: it is 
-- ©'true,* added: ſhe, that ſince his recovery, to 
the day 1 fet out, I might have anſwered his 
& letters; but the tidings I carry myſelf are 
worth purchafing. I had too much kindneſs 
for Melicourt to approve” of her plot, which 
might give him great uneaſineſs: 5 
experienee made me compaſſionate, and ſhe her- 
ſelf ought to have known what uncertainty is 
in ſuch occaſions. But Mad. de =—, whole 
heart was at eaſe, and whe was naturally very 
gay, bantered my tenderneſs, and faid ſhe would 
aàcquaint her huſband with it the next day, and 


ear-bought 


would 
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would not for the world loſe the pleaſure of ſur- 


prizing him with her preſence. 

. 1 enquired of Mad. de where her fa- 
ther was, and why I had not the honour of ſee- 

ing him? She informed me, that he had ſtopped 

about half a league off, at am old triend's, whom 

he had promiſed to call on, and that ſhe had 


| aſked his leave to take that opportunity of ſeeing 


me more at leiſure. I found likewiſe that Meli 
court had acquainted her with my late adventures, 
and with the place to which I had retired ; upon 
this, ſhe had prevailed with her father to go out 
of the road, that ſhe might give me proofs of 
her friendſhip, and communicate her good for- 
tune, in Which ſhe knew I fo truly ſhared. ' 
When my lovely friend had acquainted me 
with all that had happened to her, ſhe deſired me, 
with great earneſtneſs, to relate my adventures 
from the time I left her in the monaſtery, ſaying, 
that the account ſhe had received from Melicourt 
was very imperfect. This requeſt was too con- 
vineing a proof, how much the intereſted herſelf 
in my regard, to be refuſed; accordingly, I 
gave her a full detail. Is it poſſible,” cried ſhe 
when I had done, that at your tender you 
can have ſuffered ſo many diſaſters? Why you 
can furniſh out a romance. You have reaſon, 
my dear friend, added ſhe, to hope you are 
at the end of your troubles, and that you will 
one day be as happy, as you have hitherto been 
unfortunate; my example ought to encourage 
you. Patience, and a juſt confidence in Heaven, 
! ſurmount the greateſt difficultics.' 

After ſome reflections of the like nature, I 


G 


'. enquired after the beautiful Lindamine. She 


* has often enquired after you,” replied Mad. de 
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, and is very much your's. She was far 
© from happy at firſt; her devotion; with * 
fervour could {lill not entirely baniſh all thoughts 
of. Belixai. She till loved him, as ſhe owned, 
but with a paſſion ſo refined, that ſhe beſought 
Heaven to open bis eyes, and give him grace 
to xepent his paſt life... It ſeemed as if her vows 
t were heard: The young man, by the divine 
s aſſiſtance, and the good example his fair miſ- 
nk treſs had ſet before him, quitted the world 
and proſeſſed himſelf. a Carthufian. The news 
- © compleated, our friend's happineſs ; from that 
moment, ber days .bave. lowed with uninter- 
<. rupted. peace and tranquillity of mind; taken 
up. with the diſcharge. of her duty, ſte knows 
r no-ather-pleaſure. .. Her. ſweetneſs of temper 
ad good ſenſe endear, her to the whole mo- 
-—< maſtery, ,and.every; one glories in being of the 
number of her friends. ; It was with great re- 
- <..gret I parted from her;. whatever fate attends 
me, her memory will be always dear.“ 
AAAad. de = had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when 
her ſathet arrived z in cnſideration of my friend, 
-- 1 xecgived; him in the · beſt manner. He ſeemed 
a man f ſenſe,, and one who had ſeen the 
o world; bis behaviour was politeneſs itſelf. I in- 
dormed him how much JL Was concerned at my 
adtascommodatens, Jehgning to have had his 
cebpanp at, ſupper : He replied, ** That though 
here had-heen conveniencies in the village for 
s - 4, himſelf and attendants,, he. could not make 
A any iſtay prefied as be, was for time, it being 
ce ahſolutely neceſſary to make all haſte to Court; 
: «adding; that his daughter's affairs admitted of 
- 1-4 nodelay.* This was .a ſuficient reaſon for 
-» myinotinkGing,upon it. The lady and I parted | 
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with mutual proteſtations of friendſhip, promiſ- 
ing each other an exact account of our ſeveral 
fortunes. * Her father aſked my commands for 
Verſailles ; but I only begged of him not to 
mention me on any account, giving him to un- 
derſtand that it was of the greateſt conſequence 
to me, not to be remembered there. Both he 
and his daughter aſſured me I might be perfectly 
eaſy as to that particular, and that they were 
too much my friends nat to behave as ſuch on 
all occaſions. | 

- About an hour after they were gone, came 
the Marques; he was drefled, and as it was on 
my account, it made an impreſſion. His tender- 
neſs expreſſed itſelf in the livelieſt terms, and- 
diſcovered his impatience to be united to me for 
ever. My father's paſſion' ſaid he, is an in- 
* vincible difficulty, neither do I ſee at preſent. 
how it can be removed. Did you but appear 
to him as homely as you are charming, I ſhould 
not be thus perplexed between love and duty. 
© How ſhall I mention you to him, and aſſert 
my paſſion? Before he fell in love, he could 
© only reproach me with my indiſcretion, as he 
© termed it: But now, I am his rival and fon, 
and, as the latter, will expect I ſhould yield to 
© him, Ah“ Fenny, Jenny, what can be done? 
* Adviſe me, for if you abandon me, over- 
© whelmed as I am, you deſtroy a man whoſe 
lite is devoted to you.“ 

What could | do but comfort ſo amiable a 
lover? I ſaw no expedient to cure the old Mar- 
qreſs of his paſſion, much leſs to obtain his con- 
lent for his ſon's marrying. Had I liſtened to 
the dictates of a tender and well-exprefied af 
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fection, I might have admitted of an expe- 
dient which has often ſucceeded, but it was ſuch 
as I had determined never to employ. The Mar- 
gueſs repreſented, that © women of the firſt rank 
© have had recourſe to it, and that by being 
© ſecretly married, weſhould be mutually armed 
© againſt any engagements which might perhaps 
© be propoſed. Were you leſs acquainted with 
© me, or had the leaſt reafon to ſuſpe&t my 
© honour, I ſhould approve of the diſlike you ex- 
© preſs of my propoſal: But am I capable of de. 
© ceiving you? Do you believe me ſo baſe ?'— 
<< No, my Lord, anfwered 5 Sit is nothing 
<6 of all this I dread; but to loſe that interior 
<<-peace I have ever enjoyed, even in my great- 
„ eſt misfortunes: The happineſs of being 
& your's, is too precious to be blended with 
c tears and bitter remorſe, and to run the riſk 
c of forfeiting of it. Whatever happens,“ add- 
ed I, embracing his hand, © you will be ever 
< dear to me; and if 1 am not ſo fortunate as 
& to be your's, I fhall have the comfort of hav- 
<< ing contributed nothing to my own wretch- 


< edneſs; no ſmall conſolation to a heart like 


— bo 28 

My lover was too reaſonable and too obliging 
to inſiſt any longer upon it; he aſſured me, that 
ſince I diſapproved of his propoſal, he would 
never mention it more. I made him a return for 
his complaiſance by all the little innocent careſſes 
poſſible. We muſt have patience,” he cried, 
charmed with my endearing behaviour; I will 
* 'wait, my dear wife, provided you reſerve for 
« me that heart on which alone my happineſs de- 
c pends 3 perhaps my father's paſſion may __ 
. ALY an 
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«© and he deſiſt from oppoſing what I fo earneſtly 
« defire; at the worſt, I want but two years of 
© being at age, and then the law—? © Ah! 
66 . cried I, with as much quickneſs 
of thought as good ſenſe; can you have re- 
„ courſe to methods, not uncommon indeed, 


e but ſuch as muſt render children ungrateful to 


e their parents? Rather let wretched Jenny drag 
% on her irkſome days, than ſuffer one, ſo dear 
c to her, to come to ſuch odious extremities. 
„% Win over a father, who is only cruel in op- 
4 poſing your deſires; and, by a thouſand 
4 proofs of your reſpect, deſerve to receive one 
© day his conſent. Such are the means I approve 
£ of for engaging parents to a compliance; all 
« others are highly blameable, and inconſiſtent 
with the dictates of nature and reaſon.” 
The Margueſs was ſo aſtoniſhed at the greats 
neſs of my ſentiments, uttered with an uncom- 
mon firmneſs of voice, that he looked at me 
with an air of the greateſt reſpect. Indeed,” 


cried he, you ſurprize me: As to wit, diſ- 


+ cretion, and good ſenſe, I have ever experi- 


_ enced them in you, but I could not have ima- 
gined that you brought into the world ſuch 
noble ſentiments ; which, though oppoſite to 
my deſigns, I am compelled to admire and re- 
ſpect: The more you ſhow yourſelf worthy 
of the greateſt rank, the more excuſable both 

my father and I muit appear. My own paſſion 
prevents me from being ſurprized that my fa- 
ther ſhould be thus enamoured, and endeavour 
to fecure the poſſeſſion of fo fich a treaſure.” 

T interrupted the Margueſs, he ſoothed my vanity 

too much; Ibeſought him ta forbear, proteſting 
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my only ambition was to pleaſe him, and deſerye 
his love as long as I lived. 

The Margueſs was going to regia. when the 
ſervant he had diſpatched to Paris entered with 
a letter from Melicourt. We were ſurprized to 
fee him again ſo ſoon, he could never have been 
at Paris, and both the Margueſs and I were at 
a loſs what to think Our ſurprize increaſed 
when he told us he met Melicourt on the road, 
who was coming to meet his miſtreſs ; . one of 
her father's ſervants, with a view of being well re⸗ 
warded, had acquainted him with the good news, 
Our friend informed us that he had been ex- 
ceeding exact in taking an account of all that 
came to the lodging in his abſence, both out of 
reſpect to me, as well as in regard to his own | 
affairs, which were of too great conſequence to 
admit of the leaſt neglect. He added, if he 
might venture to give his opinion, the ſervant 
we mentioned had betrayed his truſt; which he 
thought the more likely, becauſe the old Mar- 
gueſs, provoked as he was by my flight, and fo 
deſpcrately in love as he appeared, and doubtleſs 
uſed all means poſſible to diſcover me,. in order 
to purſue his amour. 

I his anſwer overwhelmed us with freſh alarms; 
If thisbe true, as it is but too likely,” ſaid the 
Marqueſs, * my father is acquainted with my 

journey; and what is ſtill worſe, it will be 
< imprudent in me to ſtay any longer here, for 
fear he ſhould fuſpect where I am,” I was of 
the fame opinion, as it was natural to think the 
traitor would not do his buſineſs by halves. 

This news made us very, melancholy all that 
evening; but it was nothing to what * 
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The third day came the Margueſs's Secretarv, 
whom he ſent to meet his equipage, in order to 
bring with him the ſervant in queſtion; as ſoon as 
he appeared, his maſter expreſſed a great ſurprize 
at his ſudden return; knowing, as he ſaid, that 
his equipage muſt be at leaſt fourſcore leagues 
from Paris, and that it was .impodtble for him to 
go and come in ſo®ſhort a time. T he Secretary 
replied taat it was needleſs to take that trouble; 
that about thirty leagues distance he found the 
ſervant in an inn, who, as ſoon as he was dif- 
covered, took horſe; but at this beſpoke a 
conciouſneſs of guilt, the Secretary purſued him 
till he took ſhelter in a wood: Upon this, find- 
ing it to no purpoſe to follow him, he thought 
proper to enquire what had brought him to the 
inn where he found him. The Secretary was 
told, that the man was but juſt come when he 
arrived. He concluded his relation with ſaying, 
that he was informed that the runaway had en- 
quired what road a chaiſe had taken, attended by 
three ſervants, which he ſaid he had miſſed.* The 
Secretary ealily gathered from hence, that the 
ſervants enquiry tended to diſcover which way 
his maſter was gone, and, by going from vil- 
lage to village, to learn. where he Ropped. 
My lover no longer doubted, after this ſecond 
piece of treachery, but that his father was in 
poſſeſſion of his letter, and acquainted with his. 
journey, and his views in undertaking it. We 
gueſle:} belides, that the villain had ſent and ex- 
preſs to the old Margueſs to inform him of his 
ſon's departure, and that the father had ordered 
the young Margueſs to be purſued, in order to 
know where, he went, judging rightly it was the 
only means of diſcovering where | lay concealed. 
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It followed from the ſervant's flight, when 
found out by. the Secretary, that he did not 
know where his maſter was, and that the fear 
of being puniſhed would deter him from making 
any farther enquiry, this thought afforded ſome 
comfort. | 

After mature refleQions on all that had paſſed, 
the queſtion was how to behave in ſuch tickliſh 

circumſtances. The AZargueſs was for my going 
to Paris, where I might be better concealed, 
But I would not hear of this good: advice, fear- 
ing new troubles ; at all hazards I was with my 
Parents, which. was my proper place ; I had but 
to declare who I was, no one had any power to 
take me away. Such was my way of reaſoning. 

The Marqueſs was quite at a loſs; two days 
after, he ſtill aſked what was to be done; ac- 
cuſtomed as he was to my company, he could 
not prevail on himſelf to leave me. The charms 
of living with a perſon beloved were ſo bewitch- 
ing, that I was as little miſtreſs of myſelf in 
this particular. The eight days that we had fixed 
for his repoſe, were more than paſt z neither I 


nor my lover ever thought of counting them. 


We uſed to walk out every day, when the 
heat was over, about a quarter of a mile from 

. the village, into a little wood, round whoſe 
ſkirts ran a cryſtal ſtream; the nightingales, after 
quenching their thirſt in the rivulet, perched 
themſelves on the neighbouring boughs, and by 
the delightful melody of their warbling notes, 
made us chooſe that charming place to reſt in. 
One evening, when the moon ſhone very bright, 
we heard a man on horfeback aſk the road to 
ſuch a village, and bow far he was from 1 
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firſt we imagined he ſpoke to ſomebody in the 
road ; but, on his repeating the queſtion, the 
Marqueſs, out of his- uſual good-nature, ſaid, 
© This is ſome ſtranger who is out of his know- 
© ledge, I muſt direct him, for by his uneaſineſs 
© he has certainly loſt his way Upon this he 
called to him, and gave him proper directions. 
The ſtranger, overjoyed at it, aſked if the per- 
ſon, to whom he owed this obligation, belonged 
to the village? My lover, without reflection, 
_ anſwering in the affirmative, the ſtranger en- 
quired if an officer of diſtinction had not come 
thither in a chaiſe with three ſervants, and 
whether he went any farther? At this queſtion 
the Marqueſs, who was near me, made a ſign : 
This regards me,* faid he in a low. voice, 
keep out of fight, I muſt examine further, 
© parhaps it is my traitor of a ſervant.* Though 
I trembled for fear, | left him to act as he thought 
fit. My lover made up to the road, and, dil- 
guiſing his voice, told the ſtranger that he could 
inform him better than any one, the officer he 
deſcribed being lodged at his. houſe. *< What! 
L are you then the inn-keeper? replied the 
ſtranger riding up to him. Yes,” anſwered the 
Marqueſs, * and the only one in the village; if 
* you will come and taſte my wine, you will 
© own, that if it is not the beſt in the country, 
Lat leaſt it is as agreeable as any.“ The 
ſtranger by this was come up, and the moon, 
unluckily for him, being under a cloud, did not 


diſcover who he was talking with. ** Do you 


„ fay,” ſaid he, ſtopping his horſe z © that the 
officer I mentioned is at your houſe?” © Yes, 
Lr, anſwered the Aargqueſs, and to con- 
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* vince you, I will deſcribe him. Is he not 2 
* tall young man with black eyes, .and wears a 
© plaiſter or large patch on his forehead, his hair 
* curled, and had on when he came a light 
* brown ſurtout with gold frogs?* © You are 
* right,“ replicd the ſtranger, ** it is certainly 
** he: I am very lucky in meeting you ! And, 
tell me, pray is he here ſtil]?” © Yes, yes, 
ſaid the Margueſs, fully ſatisſied he was not miſ- 
taken. How does he employ himſelf ?** add- 
ed the ſtranger. Why, as to that,“ replied the 
Adarqueſs ſomething myſteriouſly, * he—? © Out 
« with it,”” cried the other, makes love per- 
© haps: Am I not right? There is no great 
harm in that, if the girl be worth the while.“ 
* Oh, I warrant her worth the while,” replied 
my lover, lowering his yoice and drawing nearer ; 
* if you doubt it, I can foon convince you ; for 
* though it is but moonlight, one may ſee well 
enough not to be miſtaken in that point: 
* And, to tell you the truth, I was liſtening to 
© a converſation between the two lovers, when 
© you called out; I do not know whether the 
© noiſe you made has not diſturbed them, but if 
* you have any curioſity, you need only alight . 
© and follow me, to ſee them together without 
© being diſcovered.” | 
The, bait was too alluring not to take : He 
was no ſooner diſmounted, but the Marqueſs 
ſeized him by the throat: I have you, traicor, 
cried he, preſenting the point of his ſword ; 
< confeſs, or die this inſtant.“ I ſcreamed out, 
for fear the Adargueſs in his paſſion inould diſ- 
patch the wretch. Fear nothing, Madam, 
- aid the Hdargae/s, * I have ſecured the villain; 
9 $6: i | | - — » own 
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# own the truth,“ continued he, turning to the 
man; and I will pardon you on that condition, 
© and provided I never ſee. you more.“ The 
traitor finding it was the Margueſs, ſeemed more 
dead than alive, and fell at his knees dreading his. 
reſentment. *: Speak,” continued my lover, you 
know me, and I will be as good as my word.“ 
The ſervant knowing he might depend on his 
maſter's promiſe, informed him that he was 
drawn in and corrupted by the old Marque ſs's 
gentleman, * What, Fark; ?* cried the Mar- 
queſs in a ſurprize : © How can that be? You 
« diſſemble the truth, my father has diſcharged 
© him,” It was in order to make his peace, 
replied the man, that, as ſoon as he heard Mad. 
&« Jes Roches was gone off, he took it into his 
c head, knowing his maſter's paſſion, to find 
« her out for him; he was ſure, as he ſaid, 
there was a correſpondence between your 
« Lordihip. and the lady, and he did not doubt 
6 ſucceſs if he could intercept one of your letters. 
Wich this project he left Paris, and came 
< privately to the camp? he pitched upon me 
e preferably to any other, becauſe J am his 
© countryman, was formerly his ſervant, and 
« was recommended by him to your Lordihip. 
After reminding me of all this, he told me 
** what had happened to him, and his deſign of 
getting his pardon and revenging himſelf on 
* the lady who had occaſioned his misfortune ; 
© Promiſing me, that if I came readily into his 
*© meaſures, beſides a ſuitable recompence, he 
99 © would make my fortune. Finding me but too 
* well diſpoſed to ſecond his deſign, he ace 
*-quainged me with the contrivance, and direct- 
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< ed me to be always near you, that when you 

wrote any letters, I might be entruſted with 
* « and then deliver them to Him, in order 
< to compaſs his deſign. | + 

M. de Forſan was too well obeyed'; 1 as ſoon 
as your Lordſhip ordered me to go to Paris, 
* * went to the village where he lay eoncealed, 

-* expecting to hear from me z he hugged 
< me for joy when he read the letter with 
* which you had entruſted me. Let us es, 
4 ſaid he; this is ſomething, and I am ſure of 
being taken into favour again. He was in 
e the right; the moment he wrote the old 
% Marqueſs word at his arrival, that he had 
news of Mad. des Rathes to him, he had ad- 
4 mittance, and was reſtored to his place. It 
< was reſolved, I ſhould return to you with the 
& anſwer I brought, and continue to intercept 
your letters, in order to difcover where the 
« lady was, which you did not mention in the 
packet I had received, and that I ſhould ſend 
« all letters I could ſecure under a direction 
< they gave for that purpoſe. | 

& But your ſudden departure from the army, 

* which we did not expect, diſconcerted all our 
& meaſures: I could only acquaint A. For/an 
„ with it, and what road the equipage, with 
<< which I was left, was to take. The third day 
„ after we ſet out, a poſtillion belonging to the 
« old Margueſs met me with a letter from M. 
4 Forſan, ordering me to leave the equipage, 
«< and endeavour by any means to diſcover what 
road you had taken; with a promiſe, that if 
* 1 could find out Mad. des Roches by it, ſup- 
64 * you were * thither, that the vg 
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 & Marqueſs would reward me very handſomely, a 
< and advance me in his family. This was the 
< reaſon of my purſuing you fo obſtinately,,. 
and flying when met by your Secretary, be- 

4 ing apprehenſive I was diſcovered, and that 
« you had ſent him after me: But I was no 

4 ſooner clear of him, when 1 renewed my en- 

« quiry, and this with ſo much diligence in all: | 

te the villages on the road, that you ſee, my . 

« Lord, I ſhould have ſucceeded, had I not 
„ unexpectedly met with you: Heaven, to 
« puniſh my treachery, would not ſuffer it to 
« proſper: I am in your power, and you may 

f diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe z but I truſt in 
* your clemency, and hope you will ſhow mercy 

to a poor wretch, who has ſuffered himſelf to 
be corrupted, and who was really informed. 

6“ that it was for your good, and that it was in 
reality ſerving you to break of an affair, as 
they termed it, which ſooner or later muſt 
* end in your ruin, and which the A4argueſs 
+. your father was determined to prevent.” 

The fervant after this proteſtation threw: him- 

elf again at the Adargueſs's feet, and wept bit- 

terly. I was very ſolicitous in his behalf. 1 

will keep my word with him, Madam, criedi 

the Margueſs, provided he never approaches: 

me more; nevertheleſs, prudence directs me 

to ſecure him till I am at home again, to pre- 

* vent any farther treachery “ Ah! my 

© Lord,” cried.the fellow with tears, I ſwear 

*© by all that is ſacred, that it is the fartheſt from 

my thoughts; and if you: grant me a pardon, 

I ſhall make no other uſe of it than: to en- 

< deavour at repairing the fault I have had the- 
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our had ſo much the air of a ſincere repentance, 
that I was much moved. I pleaded fo earneſtly 
in his behalf, that the Marqueſs releaſed him, 
aſſuring me, that any requeſt of mine ſhould be 
implicitly complied with; and as a proof of it 
be gave him four Louis #Ors, telling him, his 
thanks were due to me, whom he intended fo 
cruelly to injure. After this the Margueſs diſ. 
miſſed him, and we returned home reaſoning on 
what had-paſſed. 
The ay following the Marqueſs reſolved up- 
on leaving me, If he was grown fond of m 
company, I found the ſame ſatisfaction in his; 
all my reaſon was ſummoncd to ſtifle my tears, 
when he took leave. Remember, ſaid I em- 
bracing bim, my fate depends on your heart, 
© and in that alone my happineſs conſiſts.” 
Alas.“ replied my lover, © is it poſſible for me 
<* to live a moment without doating on you? 1 
* know no other pleaſure but that of ſeeing 
« you, and telling you ſo, and as for the in- 
«< tervals of abſence, they never will be reckon- 
« ed in my account of life.“ Saying this, he 
threw himfelf into his chaiſe and remained ſilent. 
The people were gathered about to ſee the part- 
ing ; every thing ſurprizes in a village, I could 
Hear them ſay, T his is lite brothers and ſiſters in- 
deed! See how fond they are of each other! © 
Had not my heart been full, I could not have 
forborn laughing at the ſimplicity of my country- 
men: But after all, it would have been ridicu- 
lous; is there fo much difference between 2 
brother and a lover? Knowledge or prejudice 
e her How many do we ſee determined 
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by nothing but preventions ? It is fo at Court, 
why ſhould it not be ſo elſewhere? Man is ſtill 
man in all ſtations. | we” br: + 
The Marqueſs was no ſooner gone, but J 
gave a looſe to tears and complaints. When ſhall 


I ſee again, cried I, this dear man? What will 


be the event of ſo tender and ſo unfortunate a 
love? Are we only enamoured with each other, 
to be continually parting? The old Afargueſs 
came into my thoughts next. He was acquaint - 
ed with my place of retreat, he accoſts me with 
fury in his eyes: Take your choice, ſays he, 
either me or a cloiſter ; it is in vain for you to 
place your confidence in my ſon ; he cannot 
aſſiſt you, nor ſhall ever be yours: You ought 
to tremble at the thoughts of provoking me, as 

ou muſt both pay very dear for the dangerous 


advantage he has gained. Theſe imaginations 


were ſo ſtrong and lively, that I (hook for fear. 


Alas ! it was in vain to have recourſe to Heaven, 
it was deaf to my entreaties. Can a heart fo 


ſtrongly attached to this world, expect reli ef 
from above? No, it is not woithy; to deſerve, 


one ought to be aſhamed of ſuch weakneſſes; 


but my itrength failed me. Love had fo cruelly 
overwhelmed me, that nothing but what occa- 
ſioned my diſtreſs, could pothbly relieve me; I 
found no comfort, in fine, but what ſighs and 

tears afford d. © | 
Three days were ſpent in continual grief and 
apprehenfion : The whole family, atloniſhed at 
my profound melancholy, ſtrove in vain to divert 
me; but the penſiveneſs which had ſeized me 
was proof againſt every thing. | 
On the fc uw th day in the morning, my mother 
came into my chamber, ſaying, that a chaiſe had. 
| « | ſtopped 
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ſtopped at the door, and that a ſtranger aſked to 
ſpeak with me. I deſired he might be brought 
to me. How was I ſurprized when I found it 
to be Dubeis | © Is it poſſible ſaid I receiving a 
letter from him, © thatafter the apprehenſion the 
_ © Margueſs and | were under left you ſhould be 
© knownhere, that he ſhould venture to ſend 
you; © I have taken proper precautions,” 
replied he, © this falſe noſe,” he really had one in 
his hand, © would diſguiſe me to my own father; 
= fo there is nothing to fear on that ſide. Would 
4 to Heaven I could as eaſily reconcile you to the 
& news 1 bring.“ What has happened? re- 
plied I very earneſtly. Read, added Dubois, 
«© and then you will ſee whether my Lord Mar- 
« gueſs could not have pitched upon any one elſe 
<< to ſend on this occalion.” 

F opened the Margueſs's letter with trembling: 
Would any one imagine the contents? Upon 
reading the firſt lines, it was watered with my 
tears: It was as follows: If ever grief diſpached 
any one, how came I to ſurvive? 


Am in the utmoſt deſpair, my charming Jenny, 
| judge of it by the horrible news I here ſend you. 
J boſe you for ever; but, be aſtoniſhed at the ex- 
ceſſroe cruelty of my fate; I am cut off from all 
Hopes of ever being yours, and, to compleat my miſ- 
fortune, am obliged to employ all the power 1 have, 
to prevail on you to fab a dagger to my beart. 
But this is keeping you too long in ſuſpence My 
father lies at the point of death, brought to this 
extremity by you and me; he calls for you, wishes 
for you, and will die in peace, he ſays, if he expires 
with the name of your huſband, Can I have the 
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eruelty, can T be ſo barbarous 72 as 10 let him 
erich, if it be in my power to ſave him? If am 
o unfortunate as to loſe him, let me not be liable to 
reproach myſelf with being the hated cauſe of his 
drath. I ever I was dear to you, O moft lovely 
of thy ſex, haſte away ! A minute, an inflant 
may render me the moft guilty of mankind. 


© What is it to me?” cried I, redoubling my 
tears; © Let the cruel parent die: Am I to be 
© anſwerable for the fury of his paſſion, and the 
fatal condition to which it has reduced him? 
And you, my Lord Marqueſs, what have I 
done to deſerve this treatment?* © Juſt 
© Heaven !' cried I, © was it for this you re- 
©* ſerved me? And you, deſtructive charmy, 
© to what have you brought mer“ Saying this, 
] was fo averwhelmed, that unleſs Dubois had 
fupported and pulled me, I muſt have ſwooned 
away. | of BY 

The Margueſs had foreſeen, without doubt, 
the condition to which his letter would reduce 
me. His Valet de Chambre pulled out a phial, 
whoſe precious elixir cruelly reſtored. me to my» 
ſelf, © Alas ! why would you not fuffer me to 
die?“ cried I to Dubois. Why do you give 
me this barbarous relief? like a criminal drag- 
© ged to the torture, you ſtrengthen me only, 
© that the ſeverity of the ſtrokes may be the 
© more ſenſible.” | 2 

Dubois, as much as he was prepared for ſuch 
a ſcene, was ſo dejected, that he was ſcarce 
able to comfort me. © In the name of all that 
Ls dear to you, Madomai ſelle, ſaid he, Derr 
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c up againſt this ſtorm ; think what a condition 
<0 I left my maſter in: If you. knew Alas | | 
© it is that which diſtracts me !” . cried I inter- 
rupting him: © If 1 ſuffered alone, the near 

< proſped of death would alleviate my grief; 
but the conſideration of my dear lover retards 
my deſpair, and withholds my fleeting life, 
What would become of him? Alas ! if he 
dreads the approach of a death, whoſe idea 
makes him tremble, and obliges Rien to ſacri- 
fice all that is deareſt to him in the world, 
© what would become of this faithful lover, to 
© what extremities would he not be hurried, if 
he had my death to lament, of which be might 
< juſtly think himſelf the cauſe ?” 

After ſaying this, I remained exceedingly pen. 
ſive: but coming to myſelf. Let us go,“ 
cried I; © this lover, whom [1 adore, ſhall know 
© how extenſive a power he has over me: [ 
© deligned myſelf for him alone; myſelf was all 
© had, of which he has been maſter a long 
time; he may difpoſe of his own, and I obey. 
Fes, he ſhall know, by the greatneſs of the 
+ facrifice, that though Jam infinitely below 
© him in every thing elſe, I am not his inferior 
in point of noble ſentiments; and that what- 
© ever example he can babe I am always ready 
© to imitate him.“ 

Dubois, ſurprized 'at this - effort, applauded 
my refolution with tears in his eyes. What 
a grandeur of mind?“ cried he, “after this 
« proof, of which fam a witneſs, can I any 
. hf wonder at the exceſs of paſſion you 
« create ? Go, you deſerve a throne. I made 
no auſwer to uch frivolous encomiums; could 
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felf-love, overwhelmed as it was with grief, find 
its account in them? I ordered Barbara very 
ſternly, for the firſt time, to get my things 
ready for my journey. The word was no ſooner 
given, but t whole houſe was in tears. 
What, are we going to loſe this charmin 
© lady?? every one cried. And why? Are 
© we ſo unfortunate as to be the occaſion of . 
© ourſelves ?* No,“ replied I, ſpeaking to my 
mother, whoſe tears increaſed my trouble : ** I 
6 tear myſelf from you, God is my witneſs ; 
« an order I am bound to obey, an unfortunate 
« accident drives me from this delightful abode. 
«© On ! could I ſpend my days with you!“ 
Saying this, I embraced my mother; my father 
out of reſpect withdrew. © Alas | ſuffer me” 
faid I, taking him about the neck, “ to ſhew 
« how dear you are to me. Perhaps a little 
ce time will convince you I but do my duty. 
I got into the chaiſe, leaving my. father and 
mother much ſurprized, particularly my father, 
whoſe very foul was moved with my endearing 
behaviour. My aunt, as fond as ſhe was of her 
village, jumped into the vehicle, crying out. 
* She was jo bewitched with me,” that was her 
expreſſion, © that ſhe would leave all that is dear 


© to follow me to the world's end.“ I embraced 


her by way of acknowledgment. My mother 
enquired what ſhe muſt do with the goods: 
Keep them, replied | ſtretching out my hand, 
* Whether I return or not, all I have is your's 

both through gratitude and duty.” | 
What reply was made, I did not hear; but 
doubtleſs my words were as ſurprizing as the 
Autry in which we drove away. The * 
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flew. Dubois was ſolely employed in haſtening 
on the poſtillion. Our expedition was incredi- 
ble, proper orders being given at the ſeveral 
poſt-houſes, and the relays were always in ſuch 


readineſs, that we did not loſe a moment. 


Nevertheleſs, I learned from Dubois, whoſe 
bulineſs it was to go before and prepare the re- 


days, that the Margueſi found his father very ill, 


and almoſt ſpeechleſs ; that Por/an was in favour 
again, and never from the bed-ſide ; and that 
the ſervant who had betrayed his maſter could. 


not be heard of. He added, with a view I ſup- 
pole of ſtrengthening my reſolution, that the 
Marqueſs as much dreaded as he wiſhed for my 
preſence ; and that if J did not conquer myſelf, 


ſo as to reſtrain my tears, he would not anſwer 


Hoved the-dear man too well, not to make it 


a law to command myſelf. I promiſed Dubois 
to devour my tears and affliction, and that was 
as much as could be expected. Barbara, who 
Heard all this without comprehending one ſyllable, 
cvied out from time to time, Good God | what 
will become of my lady? Can any one be fo 
. -© hard-hearted as to vex fo good a creature ? | 


< will pray to God fo much and heartily, that he 
will take compaſſion on ber.“ Alas ! ſhe wa 
in the right; to be able to raiſe one's mind to 


. Heaven, is being half comforted. 


There are periods in Jife when misfortunes 
combine in overwhelming us. Dubois was in 
ſuch a hurry to get the poſtillion forwards, that 
driving foul of a coach, we overturned it, as we 
paſſed the Opera- houſe; which breaking down 
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The ſcreams of the women in the coach, that 
lay topſy turvy, drew together a hundred flam- 
beaux and as many people, ſo that we ſaw as clear 
if it had been noon- day. Dubois, who was de- 
termined how to behave, had left me there, 
whilſt he fetched a coach. During this interval, 


the coachman and footmen belonging to the in- 


injured equipage, were cudgelling my poor 
poſtillion, eſpecially as they faw none but too 

frighted women in the chaiſe, wWhoſe preſence was 
no check upon them: This uproar gathered ſtill 


more people; the noiſe was ſo great, it 


Was 


impoſſible to hear one's ſelf ſpeak; I was in 
hopes i of being delivered from this 


crowd by 


bois's coming, but I had been told 1 


muſt ſuffer, and it was not long before it hap- 


ened. 


The firſt thing I met to chagrine me was the 
Duke of, who from his coach knew me 
again. Ah! my God, eried he calling to 
his ſervants, © make up to that chaiſe, and pre- 
* vent the lady's coming to any harm from this 
* accident ; the is my acquaintance, and a wo- 
man of quality.” 1 grew pale when I re- 

collected this Nobleman ; his difcourſe had drawn 
the eyes of the croud upon me. But what be- 
came of me, when the ladies who were over- 
turned got out of their coach, one of which I 
knew to be Mad. d Eftival, the Miſs d Elbieux, 
of whom I have already faid ſo much; I would 
have given any thing in the world to have been a 
hundred leagues off ; I endeavoured to pull my 
head-cloths over my face, to eſcape her curious. 
eyes; but it was too late, ſhe had got a glimpſe, 


the knew me again, and aſked her ſervants 


if it 


Was 


| 


* * * * ” 
n e . = N 
. ec - + "ad n A. 15 ” ” * 
* 


212 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


was my chaiſe which had occaſtoned the diſorder. 
* What !' cried ſhe aloud, when they had an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, * What ] has this little 
hguſſy been bold enough to overturn my coach? 
© and hall I tamely ſuffer a country puſs to 


drive over me unpuniſhed? Here, drag her 
.* out of her chaiſe headlong,?* ſaid ſhe to her 


ſervants, © and teach her better manners; there 
© 1s nothing ſhe does not deſerve for ſuch a piece 
© of infolence.* | 4 be: * 

One may imagine my mortification and terror 
at hearing this cruel order, and how I looked at 
the approach of four footmen with their flam- 
beaux. But a protector was not wanting, 
The Duke of —, who had quitted his coach, 
hearing my cries, came running with his ſer- 
vants and drew his ſword: © Let me tee who 
dare approach this chaiſe, criedhe, clapping 
on his hat; this lady is my acquaintance ; 
© whoever has the impudence to moleſt her, 
< ſhallrepent it. This reſolute ſpeech ſtopped 
the footmen. Here the ſcene might have ended, 
had not the too courageous Dubois, who came 

to me at the ſame time as the footmen, and 


who had been informed of the danger I was in, 


began to lay about him with his whip ; this was 
a ſignal to a fierce battle. All the livery ſer- 


vants attacked Dubois with their flambeaux; 


the Duke's men, and thoſe of his friends jzined in 
his affiſtance; and but for the guards, who 
cameup by the greateſt good luck in the world, 
a bloody fight muſt have enſued, The gentle- 


men, who till now had been only ſpectators, 


were ſeverally engaged according to their incli- 


nations. The young Dale, who had ni 
| 5 ; edly 
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edly a mind to give me proof of his conſtancy 
in the attack he had ſhewn in my regard, began 
to deal about his blows, and a hundred young 
fellows like himſelf did the ſame ; but having 
ſpoke very politely to the officer then upon duty 
at the Opera-houſe, and. begged ofhim to do his 
office quietly, he appeaſed the tumult, and at 
laſt prevailed fo far as to put things upon a foot 
of accommodation. 35 | | 
The young Duke, who had ſpoke to the of- 
ficer, begged of him to aſſiſt in conveying me 
to his coach which was waiting for me. Mad. 
E tival, perceiving that I was likely to get 
away from her, talked to the officer ſo peremp- 
torily, that he was obliged to turn about: 
What do you mean to do, Sir? Do you 
imagine that what has been alledged ſhall 
:© hinder me from complaining, and puniſhing a 
© little wretch, who out of mere malice comes 
Land pulls over my coach, and inſults me in 
* the face of the whole world? There are a 
© hundred witneſſes to ſwear this; it is infamous 
© to protect a little country baggage after ſuch 
© behaviour, and to ſhew no manner of regard 
to a woman of quality.“ The officer, ſur- 
prized at theſe reproaches, and really finding that 
ſhe, who made the complaint, was a perſon 
known, turned towards her, and told her, it was 
not for him to decide our quarrel ; that he only 
did his duty in preventing miſchief; that my 
Chaiſe was broke down, and it was but juſt to 
help me from thence; beſides, that | was a per- 
ſon of diſtinction too“ How ! of diftinRion !? 
_ replied, very ſcornfuliv, Mi d Elbieux, or more 
properly Mad. d Eftiual, of diſtinction ! - be- 
< $4 | | eve 
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lieve you have loft your ſenſes; of diſtinction 
© alittle creature, daughter of a wood-cleayer, 
a tenant to my late father. Ah, ah, ah, 
continued ſhe, feigning a mock laugh, * unleſs 
ſhe be in keeping, which I make no doubt of — 
The Dale of , who had been ſilent hitherto, 
and who was ſo perſuaded of my being of quality, 

that he would have been cut to pieces in main- 
taining it, cried out, It was very unbecom- 
-<, ing, in order to gain one's point, to have re- 


; r to calumny, and ſay ſuch vile things; 


c that he knew me very well, and that there 


e was not one word of truth in all that had been 


4 ſaid; befides, that it as no fault of mine, if 
4 my aukward poſtillion had thrown over a 
& coach; that nobody was hurt; but, as for me, 
cc jt was eaſily ſeen I was the only perſon who 
ce ſuffered, ſince I could neither get backward 
nor forwards, and that inſtead of abuſing me 
& at that rate, in ſuch a caſe every one ought 
to think themſelves obliged in honour to re- 
4 keve' me, inſtead of being ſo cruelly inſolent: 
„ Phat he was not ſurprized at the fury with 
'< -whidh they perſeouted me; for, that I was 


- © handſeme, which alone was ſufficient to draw 


their maliee on me, and to make me very 
„ ertiminal in che eyes of certain people.” 
Fhis extraordinary concluſion proceeding more 


from the Dute's partiality for me, than the real 


truth, made every body laugh, and take my 
part. A general murmur was heard in my fa- 
vadur, a hundred arms inſtead of one, and as 
many coaches were proffered, to extricate me 
from this trouble. Every thing now went 
- wonderfully-; but I was fated to undergo one 
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mortification more before I could be out of pain; 
it Was this 

Public entertainments at Paris bring people 
together, who perhaps otherwiſe never would 
have met, As ill- luek would have it, and which 
would ſeem almoſt impoſſible, the true Counteſſẽ 
des Rochet was that night at the Opera: The 
ſtop of coaches I had ſo4innocently cauſed, re- 
tarded her coming out Id being obliged to paſs 
by me, ſhe enquired fi more unfortunately of 
the Duke's ſervants, near whoſe coach her's had 
ſtopped, thereaſon of the diſturbance, and the 
names of the ladies that occaſioned it. The foot- 
man having ſatisfied her as to the firſt point, told 
her, he had learned the names of the ladies that - 
were overturned, but as to her in the chaiſe, he 
knew very well that ſhe was Mad. le Counteſſe des 
Roches. * Ah! ah!” replied the true one, addreſſing 
herſelf to her huſband, and two ladies in the 
coach, © the accident is pleaſant enough: You 
will find ſhe will prove the ſame who ſtole our 
© name and intereſt at Court, and after whom 


© we have made ſo much enquiry ; we muſt have 


© her apprehended upon the ſpot.“ Upon this 
ſhe ſent to deſire the officer to come to her 
coach, having, as ſhe ſaid, things of the utmoſt 
conſequence to communicate to him. 

Whilſt the ſecond conſpiracy was carrying on 


_ againſt me, of which I was at that time luckily 


ignorant, they had but juſt helped me from out 
of the chaiſe. The young Duke of —— pre- 
ſenting his hand, would oblige me to get into 
his coach; but Dubois having ſpoke ſomething 
in his ear, he ſaid aloud, ** That is very right, 
and then led me to another which had the Mar- 
queſ5's livery, The coach was juſt going — 
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when a voice Cried out, Stop! Stop ! the fic- 
© titious Counteſſe des Roches. Dubois, who 
fmoaked the matter, and had leaped into the 
coach with me, put his head out of the door, and 
bid the coachman gallop off, and mind nothing, 
This direction ſaved me: It was executed fo 
ſwiftly, that to the misfortune of thoſe carriages 


that happened then to tand in the way, the 


horſes being preſſed like birds, daſhing, 
hitching, and beating own every thing they 
met, and, in fine, whirled me out of this cruel 
diſaſter, from which I began to deſpair of ever 
being able to extricate myſelf. N 

| It was near eleven when J arrived at the Mar- 
greſs's houſe ; and his people ſtood ready to re- 
deive me as | alighted from the coach, prefling 
to ſee a perſon fo remarkable by the preſent cir- 
cumſtances. The Marqueſs was waiting for me; 
he looked pale, dejected, and like one who had 
been ſhedding tears; he that was uſed to appear 
ſo neat, appeared in a very great diſhabille; 
even his hair ſpoke his affliction. Fetching a 
deep ſigh, he took me by the hand, and ſqueezed 
it. As we paſſed along the apartments, he at- 
tempted to ſpeak, but could not utter a ſingle 
word. All theſe things ſtruck me to the heart; 
I do not well remember what paſſed in my mind 
during this melancholy quarter of an hour; what 
occurs to me perfectly well is, that my eyes were 
dry, and my countenance. reſolute ; the Mar- 
queſs durſt not look me in the face, and I never 
ceaſed gazing on him. | 

Ve arrived at length at the fatal apart- 
ment of the old Marqueſs; it was ſo darkened, 
that I could diflinguith nothing in coming in but 
two waxslights, whoſe feeble glimmering was 
$1943 55 : | eclipſed 


F 2 
eclipſed by 'a large green ſhade, My lover 
ſqueezed my hand again a ſecond time, ſighed 

once more, and left me in the middle of the 

toom, to go to his father's bed-ſide. My 
« Lord,” cried he in a faltering voice, © here is 
„ lovely Jenny come to proffer you her hand in 
© perſon; would you have her approach?“ A 
low voice; like that of a perſon in extremity; 
replied: * What do you fay, fon ?* The Mar- 
_queſs, who in the agony he was under, could 
not repeat the words, bid For ſan, the gentle- 
man [ have often mentioned, tell his father what 
he had been ſaying. Oo © 89 5 
The old Margueſt had no ſooner underſtood 
what they were ſaying to him, but he cried in a 
weak voice: © Son, I am ſatisfied; then re- 
mained ſilent. IE DE 
My loyer aſked him if he would not ſee me? 
© Alas ” he replied in broken accents, * I have 
not ſtrength enough; however let her draw -—/ 
© near.” I did fo with fear and trembling. The 
Marqueſs taking my hand, preſented it to his 
father. The ſick man called” for a light; one 
was brought, but it was with difficulty he bore 
the glare of it. He made figns to have it re-. 
moved, after which he ſeemed to muſe, and for 
a conſiderable time caſt his eyes ſometimes on 
me, ſometimes on his ſon. Well, my Lord,“ 
faid this dutiful ſon, „how do you find your- 
© ſelf? Will not the fight of what is fo dear to 
* you, afford ſome happy turn?“ Alas l' cried 
the old man, it is too much, I have not ſpirits 
to ſupport the joy” Then addreſſing himſelf 
tome: * You fay nothing, O too chirming 
© Zemny! Are you come hither againit your will?“ 
VOL. HL L V 
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No, r al ” anſwered. I, with a "ION 
f tion I Aid 1 not think myſelf cammble of, “ and[ 
ear to keep 1nviolable the promiſes your 
«<< {on has made in my behalf.” How generous 
= ;* $4 is this !* cried the old Afargueſs, * why can I 
| | < not. imitate it? | 
- Saying theſe words, he made a ſign to Forſon 
to approach him ; 7 which the gentleman 
preſented his hand faying, he had orders to con- 
duct me to the apartment deſigned for me. l fol- 
lowed him with a ſwollen heart; but courage- 
.oully . reliſted the tears that were for ſome time. 
ready to ſtart. Forſan took this opportunity, 
as we were going along, to aſk my pardon, as 
he ſaid, . for his having been impertinent to me; 
promiſing to be ſo ſubmiſß ve ſor che. future, that 
I ſhould forget his former want of, reſpect. I 
anſwered very coolly, that he had no. excuſes to 
make me; and that truths, how diſagreeable ſo- 
ever they were, ought never to give offence. 
The apartment were he left me was profuſely 
magnificient; the giiding, the ſconces, and fine 
pictures, ſhone on all fides. My good aunt, who 
ſtood in admiration at all theſe things, made me 
obſerve. them. For my part J ſcarce ſaw or 
heard 3* my heart was in ſuch a cruel ſtate of de 
Jection, that from ſuffering ſo much, I was al- 
molt inſenſible. 

J had not been long there, when the houle- 
Neward came moſt reſpectfully to know if | 
would have ſupper ſerved up. I want nothing.” 
ſaid J to him, and the greateſt ſervice you can 
co me. is to let me retire to reſt.” He aſſured 
me his orders were to obey me as his maſter, 
and to take ca'e | wan::d nothing. After this 

| thought 
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1-thought' there was an end; but they laid a 
cloth, and I was not a little ſurprized to ſee two 
napkins. I faid to myſelf, ſure they do not know. 
Barbara is my aunt, and that ſhe fits at table 
with me ! My little vanity was diſturbed on this 
When the cloth was laid, a number of livery- 
ſervants bringing, the diſhes, delivered them to 
the houſe-fieward, . who placed them upon the. 
table. He wore his hat all the while. I was not 
uſed to theſe ſort of ceremonies, and they ſerved 
to amuſe me, and diſſipate my melancholy. _ 
The firſt courſe was ſcarcely ſerved up, when 

a Valet de Chambre appeared at the door carrying 
two flambeaux. How great was my ſurprize to 
ſee him followed by my lover! The Margueſs 
made a low bow, and after preſenting his hand 
to place me at the table, he ſat down over againſt 
me without ſaying a ſyllable. + ED 
A ſight ſo dear, and which I no ways expected, 
threw me.into a freſh trouble, but not very in- 
ſupportable. The number of ſervants in waiting, 
was ſuch a reſtraint, that I ſcarce durſt cait 
my eyes towards him, and as often as that 
happened, it was a flolen glance. Methuught. 
my lover appeared Jeſs concerned than when I 
firſt ſaw. him; this diſcovery produced a mortal 
uneaſinefſss. 8 : | 
I cat little; the Aargueſs was very attentive 

{ to ſerre me with every thing he imagined 1 
could like, but ſaid not a word. What is the 
meaning, ſaid I to myſelf, of this ſilence, and 
thele extraordinary ways of proceeding ? I ob- 
ierved the ſame conduct, and never akered it 
Cuiing the whole repalt. . | 
| 8 L 2 | x "mn 
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As much afflicted as I was, I fat longer at 
table than I intended. The preſence of my lover 
detained me. At laſt I made a motion, which 
being taken for a deſire of retiring, made the 
Marqueſs riſe ; he took me by the hand, the 
flambeaux led the way; I was conducted into a 
bed chamber, where I found two women wait- 
ing near my toilet, in order to aſſiſt in undreſ- 
ſing me; one of them advanced an eaſy chair the 
minute I appeared, the other ſtood ready to 
eee NR Ob 

I was ſcarce ſeated, when the Margueſi, 
making me a very low bow, retired. I caſt my 
eyes on him at that inſtant, and ſaw he was in 
tears. This fight overwhelmed me, and, in 
ſpite of all my oi I burſt into a fit of crying. 

One of the women, who was ſtanding be- 
hind my chair, drew near, and with great ſweet- 
neſs begged | would not aflit myſelf, but em- 
ploy the great ſhare of good ſenſe, the world 
allowed me to have, in ſurmounting my diſ- 
treſſes, admitting it to be poſſible for me to have 
any in the ſplendid condition I then was. Alas!“ 
cried [ ſobbing, 1 deſerve it not; any body 
< but me would ſupport it better After theſe 
words, 1 afked if a woman, whom I had brought 
with me, and loved, was removed from me? 
They told me, it was quite otherwiſe ; on the 
contrary, that they had all the regard imaginable 
for her in conſideration of me; that ſhe was 
then actually at ſupper in the ſteward's parlour, 
and that I ſhould ſee her inſtantly. _ * 

This anſwer pleaſed me, as well as the kind 
behaviour they obſerved towards me. When 


my aunt came, I deſired to be left alone, and 
* | was 
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was accordingly obeyed. I ſtood in amazement 
at all this reſpet; and I judged it proceeded 
from their conſideration of 'my being already the 
Marchioneſs of L. V. 1 not deceived, that 
was the real trutn. | 
I queſtioned my aunt ay much about what 
_ ſhe: heard talked of in the houſe, and how they 
behaved to her. Ah! my God, cried the 
with joy painted upon her face, ** a thouſand 
3 „ times? better than I deſerve; I have ſupped 
* with the young gentleman's nurſe, who was 
6 « 0 extremely kind to me. To be ſure they 
. take me, for ſomebody, for even the very 
18 houſehold ſervants, who are all dreſſed like G 
„ many, gentlemen, , waited upon me, calling 
me iſs Bab, torſooth., I knew not the rea- 
4 fon of all this Givility 3 but, I can affure you, 
L. neyer received ſo much in my life, and me- 
- thinks 1 am in paradiſe. It is true, I belieye . 
- * that all this is on your account; but all is one 


1 x bert that, if I am obliged 7 for ĩ *. Ido 


e not enjoy it the leſs ? 
by I had not interrupted my good aunt, the 
wand have talked till the next morning, ſhe was 
ſo tranſported. Though I was not much in- 
clined to ſſeep, I was ſo oppreſſed, that my eyes 
eloſed themſelves in ſpite of me. Barbara per- 
ceiving it, told me with a yawn, ** I mult go 
to bed, and that ſhe would do the fame with 
all her heart.” I aſked her. if ſhe knew where 
| ſhe was to lie? <<, Yes, truly;” replied the taking 
a candle; * you may be proud on it. Do you 
© imagine there is any thing wanting here ? 
Whilſt you was at ſupper, did not the nurſe 
come in and ſhew me * your apartments, 
| = L 2 =. and 
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% and the chamber allotted for me? Do but 
« look,“ ſaid ſhe, making me paſs into a cloſet 
adjoining; © at this damaſk fteld-bed ! do you 
* not think I ſhall ſleep well? Good Good!“ 
cried ſhe, laying her hand on the bed-clothes; 
js it not a fin to ſpoil all this? What fine 
<< ſheets!” ſaid ſhe handling them, had our 
LCurate ever ſuch a fine ſurplice?” At every 
ſtep my aunt uſed ſuch exclamations, as would 
have made me laugh at any other time. She 
could never ſay enough of all this finery, and 
' ſwore the King was never better accommodated. 
Aſter patiently hearing a deal of diſcourſe of 
« this nature, at laſt T got to bed. It was not 
without difficulty I went to ſleep; there was 
- ſomething ſo ſurprizing in # dat had happened, 
t hat I could ſcarce believe fometimes but that it 
Was all a dream: Theſe flattering ideas were of 
no long continuance. Ah! faid I to myſelf, 
crying bitterly; it is but too true; I loſe for ever 
© what I love! Marrying the father, will there re- 
main the ſlighteſt hopes in regard to the ſon? 
© Great God! "what have TI done, faid I; into 
what diſtractions has my grief plunged me! 
ought I to have conſented to this ſhocking ſacri- 
* fice? If it was determined that I never ſhould 
be united to my lover, why did I not preſerve 
to myſelf the feeble conſolation of being free, 
and loving him all my life? Sleep at length ſtole 
upon me, and ſoothed for ſome hours my 
' troubled ſpirits. J was too much diſturbed for it 
to laſt long: Twenty times I ſtarted, and fell 
- aſleep again at different intervals. It was broad 
day when I awoke, and Barbara, accuſtomed 
to early riſing, had been up above an hour: . 
1 | . LEES 6 
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aſked me if I was ſick, ſaying, ſhe had heard 


me make heavy moan. Alas l' anſwered I, 
© my mind ſuffers more than my body.“ 8 
% much the worſe,” anſwered ſhe, ©* the body 
&« will ſoon feel the effects of it.“ Poor Bar- 
bara little thought how much truth ſhe ſpoke ; 
it was not long before I knew. it by fatal exp2- 
rience. - . Dy ; 8 

The moment I was up, the ſame women I had 
diſmiſſed the night before, entered my apart- 
ment, and begged leave to drefs ine, in order to 
go to the Marqueſs, who deiire. | the favour of 
ſeeing me as ſoom as poſlibie. I ſhuddered at a 
requeit, I knew to be an order, and fat down to 
have my head dreſſed. | 

Caſting my eyes on the pictures that hung in 
-my apartment, was ſtruck with a face which 
reſembled that of my lover. What lovely 
© child's picture is that? cried I with ſome 
emotion. The young Afargueſs,” replied ſhe 
who was dreſſing me; and the next to it is our 
«6 firſt Lady.” * How!” ſaid I, has the Mur- 
* queſs been twice married?” « No, Mademai ſelle, 
ſaid the chambermaid, but as we look upon 
* you as our ſecond, I may be allowed the ex- 
* preſſion.“ I was filent : This diſcourſe ſtruck 
me to the heart. I could not bring myſelf to 

look calmly on the thought. Our minds, like 
our hearts, cannot ſuffer any thing diſagreeable, 
but make all manner of efforts to remove it. 
I was but juſt dreſſed when there came a Valet 
de Chambre from the young Marqueſs, to know 
how 1 had paſled the night, and it 1 was diſpoſed 
to go to his father's apartment. I anſwered, 
Was ready when he pleaſed ; and aſked how the 
. L 4 ſick 
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ſick Lord did. The Yalet de Chambre told me 
| © he had had a very good night, and that he 
© ſpoke- with much greater facility than he had 
5 done; which, they ſaid, was a good ſign, and 

© gave preat hopes of his recovery. Upon this 
comes Forſan, and told me *© they waited for 
«© me with impatience, to read the contract to 
«© me that was juſt drawn up, and to have it 
* ſgned.** | 

The, very name of FS" threw me into a 
cold . ſweat: 1 thought,” replied I, © they 
would not perform. that ceremony till the 
'* : Margueſs's recovery. He will take care, 
amſwered the gentleman moſt unmercifully, & not 
* to delay his happineſs; he bas ſpent beſt part 
of the night in giving inſtructions to the 
« lawyer; and you yourſelf will be judge how 
much to your advantage: There is not a wo- 
& man in all Paris, let her be who ſhe will, 
e who would not be in your place; in leſs than 
* three months you will think ſo too.” 
I do not weil know how ] got to the ſick | 

«perſon's chamber; my knees bent under me 

through trouble and weakneſs. : I found two 
ſtrangers there, one was writing, whilſt the other 
dictated at one end of the room. I Judged they 
were proceeding upon the cruel contract. 

The old Marqueſs was ſitting up; as there 
was more light in the room than the night before, 
J was ſurprized to find his looks fo little altered, 
to what one might have expected. He took me 
by the hand, and ſqueezed it with much greater 
violence than one could have imagined from his 
condition, gave orders to be' left one with me, 
and then. ſpoke as follows : : 


; © Jenny, 
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[LS „hear me; J have but two words to 


| * fay. The ftate to which you ſee me reduced, 


is owing to you; and if I recover, it is to you 

I ſhall be beholden for my life. My fon aſſures 
me you are ready to make me happy; Dubois 
© has given me an account after what an heroic 


manner you (conſented to this ſacrifice: It is 


© not yet too late, fay but the word, and.I will 
© releaſe you, and facrifice in my turn the ſmall 
© remnant of life T have yet to come.“ My 
& word is engaged to your fon, my Lor oP 


cried I reſolutely, and I do not reeall it: Since 


« he loves you ſo well as to offer you all he 
“ holds dear in this life, I ought to convince 
« him that ſhe, who has been judged worthy of 
« his love, can likewiſe imitate his noble ex- 
„ ample.“ Enough, anſwered he, call in 
* my ſon, and let them read the contract.“ 
Wbhilſt they were obeying his orders, the old 
Margueſs aſked me if my being fo near him was 
not difagreeable to me? I anſwered only with 


a low bow. My lover came in; he was dreſſed 


like one going to a party of pleaſure. That me- 
lancholy, which clouded his face the night be- 


fore, was diſperſed. How cruelly did J ſuffer ! 


* This ſecond effort, cried his father, giving 
him his hand; moves me as much as the firſt ;; 
* your contented looks convince me, and prove 
how dear I am to you. I wiſh: to God, Ma- 
© demorſelle,” ſaid he, you were ſo either in 
* behaviour or inclination !* I had no anſwer to 
make; the caſt of my countenance would have 
belyed all I couid have ſaid. 1 obſerved the 
young Marqueſs ſhunned my eyes, and that in 
ſpite of an air of ſatisfaction, he ſuffered in- 
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wardly. This obſervation eaſed me a little: He 
Mill loves me, ſaid 1 to myſelf ; and like a victim 
he is adorned with chaplets of flowers only to 
decorate the ſacrifice. The reading of the con- 
tract interrupted my reflections. _:; _ _ 
The titles of the parties were. paſſed over, 
and they came immediately to the articles that 
| Tegarded me. I had a jointure of four thouſand 
livres; jewels to the amount of one hundred 
thouſand livres; a coach, and a houſe with 
furniture in caſe of my huſband's death without 
iſſue, But, in caſe of iſſue by him, I was to 
enjoy his whole eſtate till the children were at 
age, When I was abliged to account with them 
for the profits of it. bes 9d? 2807 am 
Though I underſtood little of buſineſs, I was 
ſomewhat ſurprized to hear no mention made of 
his only ſon; I thought to myſelf he ought to 
have been the principal party in this authentic 
inſtrument; and he behaved himſelt ſo well in 
this affair, as to deſerve to be conſidered in his 
turn. This idea ſtruck me fo ſtrongly, that 
could not help communicating my thoughts of 
it. © She is an adorable creature, cried the old 
Margueſs ; © what juſtneſs of reaſoning | What 
© fund of equity! She is a real treaſure.“ After 
this he ſpoke to me: Make yourſelf eaſy, Jew, 
my ſon and Iare agreed; every thing is ſettled 
© betwixt us, he will be ſatisfied, and ſo will 
4 vou.“ * „ „„ 7 es * 
After they had read over the contract, they 
brought it to the old Margueſs to ſigu. It was 
then preſented to the ſon, Who did the fame ; 
however, not able to conſtrain himſelf fo well, 
but that he let drop a ſigh, This proof of the 
5 28 violence 
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violence he did himſelf, and the tears which 
forced their way in ſpite of him, moved me to 
fuch a degree, that I let the pen fall twice from 


my fingers before ] could fizna my name The 
old Marqueſs, ſrck as he was, obſerved it. Ah!? 
© do not force her to it,” cried he; then turned 
himſelf on the other fide. een 
The Margueſs taking hold of this interval, 
threw himfelf at my feet. Ah! what are 
„% you doing, 7emy? ſaid he all in tears, 
** have you a mind [ ſhould Þfe my father?“ 
The accent with which theſe words were pro- 
nounced made me tremble to the very heart, and 
„// ST TAIT 
The old Marqueſs, whom his fon informed 
what I had done, turned himſelf round, and 
gave me his hand: Enough, Jenny, faid he, 
I know your ſincerity, and am ſatisfted; the 
© greater difficulty you had, the more generous. 
© is your conduct.“ After that he declared he 
was diſpoſed to go to reſt; and ordered For ſar 
to conduct me back again to my apartment, and 
to uſe his endeavours to amuſe me. We all 
went out of his chamber, the 1irqueſs only 
remained; he waited on me to the door, and 
made me ſigns of approbation and fatisfation. 
Alas! it gave me fome ſmall comfort: How 
cruel muſt one's ſituation be, when obliged to 
catch at ſuch trifles } IO 
T was ſcarce got to my apartment, but I 
found myſelf indiſpoſed; they were obliged to 
ut me to bed; a minute after a fhivering in- 
icated a fever, I underwent the paroxiſm; it 
foon turned to a hot fit, but did not continue, 
and I ſoon grew better. A | 
N L6G My 
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My lover was intirely ignorant of what had 
happened to me; there was not one of the 
whole family that did not adore him, and would 
not have laid down their lives for him. They all 
knew how dear it had coſt him to make this 
ſacrifice to his father; and it was apprehended 
with reaſon, that if he were made acquainted 
with what had befallen me, it might have con- 
ſequences fatal both to the father and ſon. 
However, it was impoſſible any longer to 
keep him ignorant of my ſituation. My preſence 
had worked a miracle in favour of the old 
Marqueſs; he was vilibly recovered thereby, 
and they had conceived great hopes. He was 
no ſooner come to himſelf, but he had a mind 
to finiſh the marriage; and he carried it with ſo 
much ſecrecy, that except For ſan, to whom he 
had given his orders, every one imagined the 
celebration of the marriage would not be per- 
formed the evening after ſigning the contract. 
His ſon did not even know it, till the Prieſt was 
come: He ſent for him, and faid, He had 
© now but one proof more of his tenderneſs-to 
© aſk, which was, to conduct me into his 
« apartment; that the apprehenſion he was under 
of expiring every minute, made him deſire to 
© have the conſolation of leaving me his name 
© before-it was too late. The Aargueſs, ever 
4 good ſon, ſtifled his grief, and the better to 
prove his zeal, went away. precipitately, in 
order to fetch me the ſooner; But what became 
of him, when as he entered my room they made 
ſigns to him to tread ſoftly! “ How now!“ 
cried he, being told that I was in bed, and not 
knowing the cauſe z did not I ſend word to 
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4 deſire Mademoiſelle might not go to bed be- 
ce fore ſhe had ſpoke to my father?“ Every 
body was ſilent; no one durſt ſpeak ; in fine, 
he would be obeyed. How was he ftruck after 
knowing all I had ſuffered! © Ah !” cried he in 
a pretty loud voice, this is what I always 
« ꝗdreaded. . * 7700 
Il was not aſleep, theſe words made me open 
my eyes: I ſaw it was my lover: Approach,” 
faid I to him, you ſeem troubled ; what would 
© you have farther with me?” The Adargueſs 
fearing to oppreſs me a freſh, durſt not tell me 
the nature of his meſſage, before he had enquired 
about my health. I anſwered him, that I felt 
no pain, for fear of giving him any uneaſineſs. 

Theſe. aſſurances brought him back to his de- 
ſigns : He intreated me in the tendereſt terms to 
finiſh what I had ſo well begun. The-calmnefs 
with which I anſwered him, he ſhould have 
© reaſon to be content,” or. the notion he con- 
ceived. that he ought to inform me why my 


| preſence was required, left the ſurprize mighe 


occaſion ſome cruel aceident, made him impru- 
dently own the reaſon why he preſſed me to riſe. 
My love for him was ſtill ſtrong enough to give 
him this freſh inſtance of my attachment. The 
Marqueſs paſſed into another room; they dreſſed 
me; and although my legs trembled under me, 
and I could ſcarce ſee out of my eyes, I followed 
him, and forced myſelf to [finiſh this ſacrifice, 
let it coſt me what it would. ; 65 
Every thing was ready for the fatal ceremony. 
Upon entering the room I was conducted to the 
bed - ſide. The Prieſt advanced, I gave myſelf 
and lover for loſt. Reſolution yielded to Nature; 
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a ſhivering ſeized my limbs, and a cold dewy 
ſweat ſpread itſelf over my face: | gave A great 
ſhriek, and fell to the ground. 

My fainting ended in a high fever, which re- 
doubled, and brought me to the laſt extremity ; 
the third day it abated. * But how great was my 
ſurprize, when offering to rub poſh vary 1 found 
my — withheld, and was told, that the little 
life I had left, depended on keeping myſelf warm. 
This made me judge myſelf in danger ; I begged 
the perſon who attended me, not to diſſemble 
the nature of my illneſs. It was ſome time be- 

fore I received an anſwer; I could hear them 
cry, which only ferved to increaſe my appre- 

henſions and impatience. At laſt one faid, © The 
« young lady's good ſenſe and piety will prevent 
% any Hl conſequences from her knowing it is 
« the fmall-pox.” How] the ſmall-pox Þ* 
cried I, O Heavens! I am gone!“ No, Ma- 
ws demuiſelte, '* replied the Prieſt who had been 
called in; take courage, and place your con- 
<< fidence in God; if this favourable turn con- 
© tinues, you will ſoon be out of danger.” 
© You muſt not flatter me, Sir, replied I, © for 
© God's ſake tell the real truth, that I may take 
care of my poor foul.* 

The Clergyman approved of my refolutions, 
commended me for them, and ſaid, that the 
greater peace the mind enjoyed, Nature would 
be the better able to exert Gs J was under 
ſo great a dread of 850 epared before 
the judgment - ſeat of that on confeſſed my- 
felf with great devotion. After this T found 
myfelf much better, and, for the firſt time 
_ my Wneſs, _— to reflect. * . 

J's 
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My firſt thoughts were, whether or no the 
young Marqueſs was acquainted with the nature 
of my diſtemper. I was ata loſs how to get the 
truth from my attendants. I was' convinced 
they were all at the old Afargueſs*s beck, and 
conſequently would not be pleaſed at my aſking 
any ſuch queſtions. After ſome debate with my- 
ſelf, I pitched upon a pretext I thought plauſible, 
which was to enquire after the old Marque ſs8 
health. I was anſwered, © that the accident 
« which happened to me in his preſence, had 
e like to have coſt him his life, but that now be 
«© had been two days out of danger.” And 
_ © the young Margueſs?* continued J. He is 
* pretty well, anſwered: they. That pretty well 
ſtartled me. Does he know? added I, what 
ails me? © Gad forbid he ſhould,” replied 
they, << nobody dares inform him of it, as the 
« conſequences might be fatal. 

The laſt words ſtruck me; it was a flip, and 
they endeavoured in vain to palliate it. I con- 
cluded my beloved admirer was ſick; I found it 
afterwards to be but too true. 1 
However, I pretended not to fufpeRt it. I 
reſolved to take the firſt opportunity with my 
aunt, to ſet her a talking, ſhe was too ſimple to 
diſguiſe the truth; but care had been taken to 
prevent me. When I enquired for her, anſwer 
was made, that ſhe had defired leave to be 
abſent a few days, ſince ſhe could be of no 
ſervice to me, and that ſhe would return after 
| ſhe had finiſhed her buſineſs. I faw through the 

artifice, and judged ſomething was the matter, 
which I muſt not expect to be acquainted withal. 
So much uneaſineſs, or the courſe of my diſ- 
temper, brought on the fever again, and the 
el : paroxiſm 
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paroxiſm was ſo violent, that I was judged: to be 
in extreme danger. When my aunt heard this, 
ſhe would not be denied, but inſiſted on ſeeing 
me. As they gave me over, ſhe was at laſt ad- 
mitted. She no ſooner ſet her foot in my cham · 
ber, but ſhe bawled out, that ſhe was my 
© ſervant, and would have the management of 
< me, otherwiſe ſhe would tell every body that 

* they had killed me only to vex her. This lucky 
anger ſaved my life. Her method was directly 
contrary to what had hitherto been obſerved: 
ſhe gave me wine, took off ſome of the clothes 
by degrees when I was too hot; and, in fine; 
was ſo careful of me, that in four days the pocks, 
which had begun to ſtrike in again, filled much 
better than could have been expected. 

Dear Barbara no ſooner ſaw: this cliange; but 
ſhe pronounced me out of danger, and under- 
took to anſwer for my recovery, provided chey 
did not teaze me as they had hitherto done 
- Theſe words being reported to tie old Mar- 
gueſs, Who was on the mending hand, and who 
had reaſons, as will be ſeen very ſhortly, to 
ſend continually to enquire after my health; 
theſe words, I ſay, forwarded the acnowledg- 
ment of a reſolution I had little reaſon to ex- 

He ſent Dubois to tell my aunt, © ſhe 
me, he would not give me any 
« farther vexation; and that as ſoon as I ſnould 
E be recovered; he would ſend me ſuch news, 
« as would obtain a pardon for all the uneatinets 
« he had ereated me. Barbara having com- 
municated this to me, calling all the ſaints in 
Heaven to witneſs the truth of what the laid, 1 
was ſo much relieved by it, nner a * time 
I was much mended. Fn | 48: 
He Barbara 


The Fortunate Country Maid, 233 


Barbara took ſo much upon her in my apart- 
ment, and there were ſuch ftri6& orders giveri 
for every one to obey her, that I was no longet 
peſtered with my former attendants. I had two 
| ſignal favours to beg of her, which hitherto 1 

durſt not mention, becauſe the moment I began 

to ſpeak, ſhe took upon her and enjoined ſilence, 
telling me very harſhly, I muft either be ruled or 
buried, This was fo terrifying, that I held my 
peace in a moment; and no little girl, though 
never fo well-bred, - ever ſtood more in awe of 
her mother; ſo excellent a means is fear to pro- 
mote b dt * 7 hounds * | 
It was now the thirteenth day of my ilineſs, 
and ſtill I was not ſuffered to talk, when at laſt 
liberty of ſpeech was a little indulged: me. This 
was new life. Ah my dear friend, cried 1, 
pulling her to me, and taking her about the 
neck, to you it is that I owe my life; I WII 
never forget it.“ Let us hear no more of 
& that,” ſaid the good creature, I have on 
done my duty, and deſerve no praife on that 
_ © ſcore; you have nothing to do but to got 
well, that we may go back te our village. 
That is ſomething like à paradiſe, con- 
tinued ſhe, ſetting her hands on her ſides; 1 
© Prefer it to all your fine apartments and your 
© Paris, where one breathes nothing but infee- 
tions and misfortunes: Go, go, talk 10 
© more about it, one had better a hundred times 
© be poor, than pay ſo dear for being rich.” 

My aunt, who was always tranſported when 
ſhe was thinking of her village, ſaid a great deal 
to the ſame purpoſe; I let her vent her humour: 
after which, addrefling myſelf to her: Now, 

© 7 ED * 
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my dear friend,” ſaid I, you muſt do me one 
* kindneſs, and you will eomplete my cure." 
*< I wiſh it don't hinder it,” replied ſne; Þ 
will lay a wager you are going to enquire after 
e the Margueſs, the young one I mean; for as 
< to the old one, I am not ſuch a fool as to 
imagine you are any ways concerned about 
him.“ © You guels right,” laid I, making 
much of her, © where is he? what is he doing? 
ff you muſt know,” replied my aunt looking 
down, which was her way when the told a lye. 
he is in the country, but will ſoon return.“ 
Ah!' continued I, how have I deſerved that 
vou ſhould impoſe on me ? I fee plainly you no 
longer love me. Saying this, I turned to the 
other ſide, and feigned to be very angry. There 
it is now, cried ſhe, ** every trifle puts her 
„ out of humour; if I don't anſwer her, ſhe 
« criesz and if I ſhould, ſhe would cry much 
- more: One does not know what todo! There 
< is plague enough with ſome ſort of people.” 
Leſs than this was ſufficient to alarm me very 
.cruelly. © Well then, ſaid I, ſince you will 
© © not fatisfy me, I will riſe and go myſelf. — 
% God forbid, dear child, cried my aunt run- 
ning to me. Well then, compoſe yourſelf, 
«© and I will tell you the truth, provided you 
<6. promiſe to place your confidence in God, and 
not be vexed.” I promiſed every thing ſhe 
deſired; but, alas! what did I hear? 
That amiable lover, of whom I was ſo fond, 
was taken ill upon my fainting away ; the con- 
ſtraint he laid upon himfelf, to give his father 
| proofs of a more than filial tenderneſs, affected 
his blood and threw him into a burning . 
„ 6 
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He talked and raved continually on me; when 
the paroxiims came on, they were obliged to 
bind him, he having in one of them broke from 
thoſe who attended him, and run to my apart- 
ment to ſee me. The infection of the ſmall-pox, 
which he had never had, ſeized him, and for 
eight days there were little or no hopes of his life. z 
This account overwhelmed me: But I durſt 
not betray myſelf, for fear of not hearing the 
real ſtate of my admirer. My aunt aſſured me, 
that two days before, his father haviug ſent him 
a meſſage, he began to mend: But every one 
agreed he would be very much marked, and be- 
come as homely as he had been handſome before 
- he fell u. E a Kia? 
Ah! what care I whether he be handſome 
or not,” 1 cried, if his life is but ſaſe. Oh! 
Heavens, how unfortunate am l, not to be in 
a condition to tend him! Ves, deareſt of men, 
Il would never leave your bed- ſide, you ſhoutd 
be convinced by my tenderneſs in Bar- 
- bara\ interrupted me very ſteraly, ſaying, I 
e had talked but too much, that I muſt compoſe 
„ myſelf if I intended ever to be well.“ I was 
for replying, but upon her telling me in a reſolute 
manner, that if I would not comply, I mutt 
not expect to hear any more of the Marqueſs," I 
vielded for fear of what ſhe threatened. I held 
my peace; but my mind exerted itſelf. 
The other favour I intended .to beg of my 
_ aunt, and which gave me very great ' anxiety, 
was to conſult my looking-glaſs, that I might 
judge what condition I was in, and whether the 
ſmall- pox had ſpared me, I was very uneaſy, as 
often as I reflected that my beauty might 3 5 
e, ; 2 
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bly-vaniſh : But to do myſelf juſtice, l Muſt ſay 


it was not entirely on a principle of vanity, 

that I was troubled ; though I was fond enough 

- of my face, yet I did not carry my folly to any 

great exceſs; there was: another caufe to which 

it was at preſent owing. Heavens-!! cried I to 

myſelf, what will become of me if I grow ugly 

Will my lover know me again? Did not that 

2 beauty inſpire his paſſion ? Will it not be 

uiſhed by the luſtre of what firſt created 
17 his diſmal thought pierced my very ſoul; 

it was in vain to comfort myſelf with: 'refleQing | 
on his generous ſentiments and probity ; ſtill a 
doubt remained which: overwhelmed me; and 

this „ me was a hindrance to my re- 

e 29 5 | 42 gn 127 . 

The next day 1 beard a pie ef news: which 

pleted: me. Fe. Ful was came, and appeared 

Anconſolable· at the recital .of What I had gone 

'through, and the condition 1 s then in; he 


ſent me word, that as ſoon as ever it was prac- 
: eicable, he would wo on me to xpreſs bis coh- 
eren for my illness. 


He tame e Sp: tlie Mc to be 
| _ jnformed how I was. My-aunt” added, that he 
never left his couſin,” and that the poor lad had 
enough to do in attending two ſick people; the 
two were the young Marqueſs and myſelf; as 
for the father, be was POE N 2 we 
ſoon leamed. 
: I promifed n great ſatiafa@ioni in . 
' this amiable friend : I had a project to execute, 
and which took up my thoughts for ſome days. 
St. Fal's N ag too well known to me, 
to admit of the leaſt diſtruſt, neither did) 
* | queſtion 
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queſtion his diſeretion. The deſign was ridi- 
culous enough, but ſuited with the delicacy off 
my way of thicking. It Was always my opi- 
nion, that a humour may be indulged, pro- 
vilded it tends to nothing criminal, though a little 
out ofi the way; for that is nothing where plea- 
ſure and fancy find their account. 
But, before I executed my project, I was 
curious to diſcover. what effect the ſmall· pox had 
on my face; with this view, I took the oppor- 
tunity of my aunt's being in a good humour, 
who was certainly very excuſable if ſhe was 
ſometimes otherwiſe, conſidering her continual 
fatigues. I defired her, not without - bluſhing, 
to briag me my wy glaſs. What to do, 
ctied ſhe, * not to ſhift your head-cloths, I 
„hope? Certainly you are not ſo mad.” 
© Lord, no, replied I, do you think I would 
be ſo indifcreet ? nothing but a little-curioſity.” 
„ Oh; is that all ??* cried the interrupting me; 
What ! are you afraid of being as homely: as 
«the young Marqueſs ? Nay, nay, if that be 
„all, make yourſelf eaſy, I will hold you a: 
*© wager you are not marked, thanks to my: 
*© lard, with which you have been better anoint - 
«ed than AF. Tridart was, when caught 
“making love to my niece.“ I ſuffered the 
good woman to have her talk out; after 
which I renewed my requeſt, and with ſome. 
muttering the complid. 1 25 
Though I had reaſon to expect the conſe 
quence of the pocks, which J was ſenſible co» 
vered me all over, yet I was ſo frightened at the 
hideous roughneſs of my ſkin, which before 
Vas ſo ſmooth, that I ſcreamed out and let — 
10 | {> EMS Rd 00) 70 £0014 > WIONF 
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the glaſs. ' I told you” what would come of it, 
ctied Barbara, picking up the pieces; you 
are much the better for your cutioſity truly. 
© Good God I my dear friend,” ſaid very im- 
patiently, © do not be ſo much concerned for 
© the loſs ; I ſhould not value that if I did not 
© look fo frightful.. Marry come up, replied 
my aunt,” if you are a fool (begging your 
<< pardon) I cannot help it: Who told you 
© that you were ugly? I will take my oath, 
<« you will be handſomer than ever.” 

- was fo ſtrongly perſuaded of the contray to 
what | ſhe ſaid, that I cried bitterly. . ** Well 
50 or ill, as our good patron ſhall order it,“ cried 
Barbara, this is not acting reaſonably, nor 
<< deſerving the bleſſing of Heaven. Go, you 
5 =ꝗdo not deſerve to have any care taken of you; 
ce and, ſinee you have ſo little confidence in my 
„ ſkill, I Ko. what I will do; Iwill go back 
to my village, and God for us all.“ — This 
was ever her threat, and I was ſure to have it. 

In order. to make my peace, I promiſed her not 
to cry any more i but; upon condition that [ 
might ſee myſelfagain; Another glaſs was brought. 
Whether througb prejudice, or what ſhe ſaid, I 
know not, but methought J did not ſeem ſo 
| frightful as at firſt: To be better ſatisfied, I lifted 
up one ef the dry; pocks, and ſaw with pleaſure 
that the ſkin was ſmooth-underneath. This put 
new life into me as it freed me from much unea- 
ſineſs. Whit mere tri fles affect us either with 
joy or ſoriow ] We are but children at all ages, 
toys are ſtill our purſuit under different forms, 
it is true, but, in reality, much the ſame. 

The day. following afforded me ſuch con- 
vaucing proofs of the Hargqueſs's recovery, * 

no 
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I no longer doubted the truth of what I was told 
concerning it. He wrote to me. What joy 
His letter conſiſted but of four lines, and yet did 
me more good than all the Doctors and Apothe- 
caries put together. 


Am aſſured that you are upon the recovery ; this 
I has wrought a perfect cure in me: If your 
ove equals mine, you will not be long in following 
my example. Mas not my honour engaged, I 
would tell you what urgent motives I have to wiſh 
it. I muſt leave you to gueſs 5 my father having 
reſerved to himſelf the privilege of informing you. 
Adieu, my deareft, make me eaſy as ſoon as poſ- 


., 
This powerful remedy was ſo efficacious, 
that my heart overflowing with joy, gave new 
' vigour to my whole body. In two days I had 
ftrength enough to write an anſwer. St. Fal, 
who was now admitted into my chamber, and to 
whom I communicated my deſign, undertook 


to deliver it. I had engaged him to be true to 
me, nor was I deceived. 


P a deſire of ſeeing you, my dear Marqueſs, 

could make me well, I Should be able this mo- 
ment to tell you in perſon that you are my only hap- 
pineſs. Yet, alas I notwithſtanding my eagerneſs 
to behold you, I am afraid I muſt expect a cold re» 
ception. I am quite altered ; my few charms are 
nw no more, as' I plainly diſcover with my own 
eyes : I only walucd them as the) ſecured me your 
affettions. What can I think, muſt I bewail the 
40% of them & $1 | | 
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I waited for St. Furs return with the preateft 
impatience; never did moments ſeem ſo tedious 
before. Ah cried I to myſelf, the bare idea 
of being grown homely, has perhaps effected 
what I ſo much dreaded ! What blindneſs that 
men ſhould doat on a vain outſide, which a vi- 
cious turn of mind often renders contemptible, 
and. where the eye is not taken at onee, never 
give themſelves the trouble to. examine, whe- 
ther the waqt-of ſuch trifling alurements may 
not be richly ſupplied from within? Is it poſſible, 
that a man to whom. I had given my heart, and 
whom I have ſo much eſteemed, ſhould be fo 
worthleſs asto fix his affections on a little more 
or leſs beauty ? His anſwer put an end to my 
cares and reſolved my doubts. FA 
St. Ful brought it laughing very heartily; 
'©- You have occaſioned,” ſaid he, one of the 
© moſt comical ſcenes that ever happened. 
4 Stay, ſaid I, let me be ſatisfied here firſt, 
* pefore we go any farther,” A ſerenity ap- 
peared in my countenance on reading the firſt 
words; he repfoached me in the tendereſt man- 
ner for doubting his conſtancy, and the little 
ſtreſs I. laid upon his ſentiments. Do you attri- 
' Bate, ſaid he, to your charms, the reſpect and eſ- 
teen my heart conceived from the firſt moment 1 
"was acquainted with your amiable character, em- 
* belihed with jo many invaluable qual:fications ? 
"Such is the beauty I admire, ſuch #he charms 1 
nem, and which never fade. 
Phe letter concluded with bantering me; he 
attacked me with my own weapons, and ſaid, it 
tu my buſineſs to furnich myſelf with a new pro- 
viſion of ſentiments, and referred me to St. = | 
- Þ 2 1 
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for an explication.,, This made me ſtill fonder 
than ever; and I * 10 charmed with the letter, 
that 1 kiſſed i it with reatelt warmth, _ 
F. Fal Bagel Be Ie th e other had began. 
V ou do not know? ha he, that your note has 
. put a thing into the Margueſs's head, which per- 
© haps he had never thought on otherwiſe. After 
* biting his nails, according to cuſtom, he called 
© fora laoking- glaſs, and having examined himſelf 
* 0 ſomet time, he cried out, "Truly have great 
ee to be nice imaged ! And then: Hm 129 * [ 
an, St. F al! The deuce take me, 1 ſhall never dare 
'*. hok Jenny # in the face again ! I burſt into a fit 
+ of laughing at his exclamations and a dialogue 
.* enſued. that was pleaſant enough.“ I hi- 
" fiſted upon hearing the particulars. St. Fal 
finding it amuſed me, complied with my requeſt. 
We are never tired with talking of what is dear 
to us, and it was paſt my hour of repoſe be- 
fore 1 perceived it. My good aunt, who was 
inflexible on that head, took 20 2 and, as 
ſhe was in the right, we readily ſ v6 
I was confined to my bed eight ays more, 
but the time did, not ſeem long. The amiable 
St. Ful brought me news of the Mafpueſs three 
times a day, and he as often heard from me. 
; The meflages I received, from his father, who 
frequently Tent a Valet de Chambre to en quire 
how TI did, bid me haſten my recovery, for that 
he deſigned me a preſent, which would be 
highly acceptable. J durſt not interpret the 
meaning of all this, for fear of deceiving my- 
ſelt, and encrealing my. vexation in caſe of a 
diſappointment. \ 
| know not whether the mind has a fore- 
| knowledge of what is to happen, « or r onl/ gueſſed 
Vol. rn e 
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at it; but I enjoyed a greater ſerenity than ever 
I had experienced before: I had not a.moment's 
uneaſineſs; or it a little cloud aroſe, a. thouſand 
' rays of hope well-grounded as I thought, with- 
out knowing why, ſoon diſperſed it. This in- 
_ terior tranquillity was a forerunner of the hap- 
pineſs which waited for mee. 
I de day I began to ſit up, Dubois came from 
the Margueſs to inform me, he had received a viſit 
from his father, who, was perfectly recovered: 
© He acknowledged that the ſight had given him 
A great pleafure, and renewed his ſenſe of the 
© obligation he owed me, being convinced, that 
©. next, to God, he was beholden to me for his 
. © father's recovery.” He added, that though 
there was no mention of it, he did not doubt 
but his father was of the ſame opinion, and 
that notwithſtanding he was forbid ſeeing me 
_ © till farther orders, he was not alarmed at it, 
© when he conſidered the manner in which the 
© command was impoſed. Dubois encouraged 
me not to be diſheartened at this. The old 
Margueſs,” ſaid he, is politive, and will 
be obeyed, but good- natured and juſt at the 
ſame time; and I think his going into the 
country no bad omen; doubtleſs he has his 
reaſons, and I will lay a wager, we hear from 
him in eight and forty hours time. Such is 
the man, myſterious to the laſt moment; but, 
© to do him juitice,, never obſtinately in the 
«- wrong, nor eaſily diſſuaded from what is right. 
| Taſked Dubois, © if he thought the old Mar- 
RE 5 would ſee me before he left the town * 
« No,* anſwered he, for he dreads a ſick per- 
© ſon like death itielf. And certainly his ten- 
s derneſs for his fon muſt be at the highelt — 
= | | . since 
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C Since he could conquer himſelf ſo far as to 
© make him a viſit; and if you knew the pre- 
- © cautions he took before he entered the room, 
and the diſtance he kept when there, you would 
© conclude his apprehenfions bordered on folly.” 
Dubois added, © that he took his nephew with 
_ © him, though it was eaſily diſcerned that the 
c journey, was no ways agreeable ; but that his 
* complaiſance would prevent his ſhowing any 
© diſlike.” Indeed, St. Fal's character ſurpaſſes 
every thing Jever met with; and the woman, 
| who is ſo happy as to engage his affection, and 
become his wife, may jultly boaſt ſhe poſſeſſes 
the phoenix of men. 8 Tr 
Dubois and | were very deep in converſation, 
when 1 heard a noiſe at the door. Go,” faid 
I to my aunt, ** and ſee who it is.“ Ah! ah” 
_ cried Dubois, ſeeing the door {et wide open by 
one of the old Marqueſs's Valet de Chambres ; 
© it is he himſelf come to bid you adieu; his af- 
© fetion muſt be very great to have brought 
© him hither.” It was the old Marqueſe, who 
ſtopping ſhort about four ſteps from the daor, 
called out, I am come to know how you do, 
„ and take my leave.“ I turned towards the 
door, and congratulated with him on his re- 
covery. ** I have a great deal to ſay to you” 
continued he, & at our next meeting; I am 
ordered to take the country air, and am go» 
ing; but we ſhall ſee one another ſhortly ; 
In the mean time, I will ſend a lady to keep 
„you company, a particular friend of yours, 
and one you will be glad to ſee. Farewell, 
lovely Jenny, take care of yourſelf; remember 
it is I who deſire it; our ſeparation will be 
| | M 2 | * but 
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but ſhort.” Saying this, he made me a low 


bow and retired. 

St. Fal came the next moment. Well, charm- 
© ing Jenny, ſaid he, you have had a GN from 
my uncle ; it is a great ſacrifice he makes to 

© you.” I am overjoyed,” anſwered I, but 
& cannot vou inform me, who this friend i is that 
de he will ſend, and | ſhall be fo glad to ſee?" 
It is a myſtery,” replied the Count, © he would 
not Jet me into the ſecret, but he loves to 

* furprize every body.” * Certainly,” ſaid TI, 
« it muſt be 8s Agnes he means.” That can- 
© not be,“ replied St. Fal, * for ſhe is gone out 
© of town; I ſaw both her and her huſband 
« ſince my return; they came to enquire after 
© your health before they fet out.“ © How!” 
cried I, © has ſhe been ſo obliging, and I know 
* nothing of it?“ My aunt, who came in, 
aſſured me, the lady had ſent conſtantly every 
day, but that I was then ſo ill, that it Was im- 
proper to let me know it 
Still my head ran on this friend I was promiſed, 

but could not imagine who it could be St. 
Fals taking bis leave, and his generous reſolu- 
tion, as he ſaid, to make love give place to 
friendſhip, was very moving, and baniſhed all 
other thoughts. In return for ſo noble a conduct, 
and ſuch, ditntereſtedneſs, I promiſed that my 
ſtudy ſhould be to deſerve it; in which ] have 
been as good as my word. 

Dinner was but juſt over when I was told 

that a lady enquired whether ſhe could ſee me 
without giving any uneaſineſs: I gueſſed it was 
the perſon about whom I had been ſo inquiſitive: 
My anſwer was, that I longed to ſee her. Alas! 


nothing was ever laid with greater truth: 2 
| | a 
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Mad. de G. I ſcreamed for joy, and opened 
my arms to receive her; ſhe threw herſelf upon 
me. The pleaſure of ſeeing each other after ſo 
long an abſence, was too great not to bereave us 
both of ſpeech for ſome time. At laſt | broke 
ſilence, crying out, © Is it you, Madam? Nay, 
0 then let Fortune do its worſt, if I have found 

you again; in all the ſevere trials I have un- 
« dergone fince I was torn trom you, my mind 
« has ever preſerved your dear image. The pledge 
you left me of your triendihip, the dear 
picture, which I have kiſſed a thouſand times, 
„is a filent witneſs,” Poor thing l' cried 
Mad. d. G, interrupting me; *-ſbe is ſtill 
the ſame; her gratitude charms me. Her 
expreſſions on the occaſion. were very tender. 

Two hours were ſpent in mutual endearments. 
As defirous as | was of knowing how I came to 
be beholden to the old Marques for her com- 
Pany's good breeding, methought, made it ne- 
ceſſary to enquire firſt after Manſieur de G . 
She told me, he was at his ſeat, where he 
impatiently expected the pleaſure of ſeeing me.” 
* How!” cried I, © ſhall Jever be ſo happy as 
to live again with my worthy mamma !” 
Les, my dear child, replied Mad. de G—— 
* that is the motive of my coming here: But | 
am afraid I ſhall not enjoy you long, You 
* ſeem ſurprized? On the contrary you ought 
© to be pleaſed; but aſk no queſtions, I have 
* promiſed ſecrecy, and muit not be worle than 
my word.“ 
So many precautions taken to keep me from 
the knowledge of what certainly regarded me 
very nearly, gave ſome uneaſineis: i owned as 
much to my dear friend. © Take courage, re- 
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plied ſhe, © you may be aſſured I ſhould never 
© have been pitched upon to give you any vexa- 
© tion; it is too well known how Gear you are 
to me.“ But, Madam, faid I, © you are 
not apprized, I dare fay, that my preſent 
© condition is owing to what I have under- 
« gone?” © I know the whole affair, continued 
the good lady, it was not the old Margueſs's 
© fault, as you think, that you were not married 
to him; your apprehenſions were too precipi- 
© tate, the evil was but imaginary—— Let this 
< fuffice,”* ſaid ſhe, breaking the thread of her 
diſcourſe; if you love me, do not oblige me 
© to fay any more. Knowing my fondneſs for 
© you, I am diffident in myſelf, and will never 
« pardon- you, if you give me any Cauſe to re- 
< 'perit my tenderneſs.” | | | 
I 'was convinced I was not to expect an 
eclaircifſement ; notwithſtanding my eager curi- 
ofity, I deſiſted from importuning her. I aſked 
a thouſand pardons for my imprudence, pro- 
miſing ſhe ſhould have no reaſon to complain of 
me a ſecond time. She took me in her arms, 
and expreſſed a regret for being upon the reſerve, 
declaring an entire confidence in me, of which 
ſhe ſhould very ſoon give convincing proof. 
This dear friend never left me during my re- 
covery. It was ſoon compleated ; as I heard 
every day from my lover concerning his affairs, 
my heart enjoyed a perfect tranquillity, and my 
health was entirely eftabliſhed ; excepting a little 
redneſs, it was ſcarce diſcernible that 1 had ſo 
lately recovered from the ſmall-pox. I promiſed 
myſelf a delicate pleaſure in ſurprizing the Mar- 
queſs, who, from my letters and St. Fal's infor- 
mation, had concluded that I was very much 
3 | ſeamed. 


The Fortunate Country Maid: 247 


feamed. We may talk of the mind, and doubt- 
leſs it has its 8 but a little beauty i is of great. 
ſervice. Alas ! my charms were only cultivated. 
for my lover's fake; I knew no other uſe of 
them than what my, tenderneſs for him inſpired. 

Mad. de G——, finding me fit to go abroad, 
aſked if I was willing to go into the country with. 
her? I anſwered by embracing her very affec- 
tionately: Something dictated to me, the j Journey 
would prove fortunate.. 

The day before we ſet out, I deſired Mad. FR 
G—— to permit me, to do my devotions, in 
Nur to thank God for ſparing my life. © Your. 

pious ſentiments I commend,* replied ſhe, *and 
c = deſirous of partaking in your devotion by 
accompanying you. As to our particular merit, 
F where 2 due compliance with what religion re- 

* quires is wanting, it is of ſmall weight. The 

© uſe of the ſacraments is a powerful preſervation 

© againſt our own weakneſs, and the dangers 

© which ſurround us on all files. Your piety, 
© Jenny,” continued ſhe, edifies me; perſevere: 
c Heaven, which never abandons | thoſe who 
© place their conftience i in it, will bring you to 
your withed-for port.“ 

Who would have imagined that a day I had 
ſet apart for ſo holy an action, and conſecrated 
to a, holy repoſe, ſhould prove a day of trouble 
and vexation? But ſuch it was; and had it not 
been for Mad. de G, whom I was ſo happy 
as to have with me, I muſt have lodged that 
night in priſon : This may appear ſtrange, but 

it is no fiction. | 
1 was recollecting in meditation after com- 
munion, when I found myſelf pulled by the 
ſcarf: Turning my head about, ſomething ſur- 
8 75 4 prized 
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prized at the liberty which was taken. with me, 
] diſcovered to my no ſmall terror the man with 
the great whiſkers, who belonged to MH. des 
Raches, he who inſiſted on being. my huſband, 
and had given me ſo much trouble, © You are 
** caught at laſt,” cried the Swiſs, © if you 
make your eſcape from my matter, you wilt 
de very cunning: He ſhall know you are here; 
the ſerjeants will make you walk. Well, 
« well, you ſhall be taught better manners for 
«the future.” | e I. 

Let any one imagine my ſurprize, or rather 
perplexity; as ill-luck would have it, I had na 
one near me; Mad. deG was in another 
part of the church, where I had left her when 
] went up to the altar; but I preſently reſolved 
How to behave. I concluded, that I was notin 
danger of being inſulted in. ſo holy a place; thiß 
reflection encouraged me to prefs throught the 
crowd, which was very great, and at laſt [ 
reached Mad. de G-——. What is the matter?“ 
ſaid ſhe, looking at me; © You are much al- 
* tered; are you ill ?” I told her what had hap- 
yened, and thowed her the Yalet with the 
whiſkers, who had followed me, and was ſtand- 
i 1g at my elbow. She preſently took the thing, 
for I had before acquainted her with my adven- 
ture: She only ſmiled, inſtead of comforting 
me. © Be eaſy,” ſaid the, there is not the eaſt 
* . ſhadow of common ſenſe in the affair; and if 
© your pretended huſband dare to give you any 
+ farther trouble, as blind as he is, he ſhall be 
made to ſee his folly.” "SY ue 
When ſervice was done, Mad. de G role 
up, and bid me follow her. Patling along, I ſaw 
a great buſtle at. the bottom of the church'; the 

FT . people 
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people whifpered one another, and it was evident 
ſomething had happened ; Mad. de G— ordered 
one of our attendants to enquire what was the 
occaſion of the diſturbance; he preſently re- 
turned, ſaying, there were ſerjeants at the door 
waiting to take ſomebody into cuſſody. This 
« js deſigned” ſaid I to my worthy friend, 
„ againſt me.” Do not be afraid, anſwered 
ſhe; am not I with you?“ I took heart again, 
and reached the door. But how was I ſurprized 
to find there the blind man, the little boy, and 
a gentleman holding a woman by the, hand, and 

diſputing with my pretended huſband | 
It is very ſurprizing, faid the gentleman, 
that notwithſtanding your misfortune of being 
© blind, and this gentlewoman's aſſeverations; 
(meaning her he led by the hand); that you 
© ſhould perſiſt in denying her to be your wife, 
© becauſe your ſon, who never ſaw her, tells 
* you it is not her.“ The man with the 
wihiſkers, who ſtuck clofe to me, hearing this, 
put in his word, faying aloud, ** my maſter is 
in the right, that is not his wife; this is he, 
pointing to me. This drew the eyes of the 
aſſembly. upon me. Mad. de G ſeeing the 
confuſion I was in, bid the ſervants clear the 
way, and ordered the coach to pull up. The 
ſtranger made a ſign that ſhe was the right wife; 
and told the crowd, the affair was as ſhe ſaid, 
and that it was a folly to queſtion it. The blind 
man, as obſtinate as a mule, inſiſted he was 
right, and was for having both the women taken 
into cuſtady, ſaying, he had obtained a warrant 
for that purpoſe, and would have ic ſerved. This 
notable deciſion made every one laugh; but the 
perſon who was entruſted with the execution, 
| M 5 | gave 
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5 | 
gave him to underſtand that he muſt chooſe, and 

that very juftly, for he had no mind to bring 
- Himſelf into trouble for him. We heard no 
more than this; we got into the coach : Mad. 
de G s equipage made ſuch a figure, and 


appeared to belong to a perſon of ſo great 


quality, that though the officer bawled out to 
have us ſtopped, nobody was bold enough to 
execute his orders. vu” 


Mad. de-G=—, who was highly diverted 


with my fears, and thought the adventure very 
extraordinary, ordered a ſervant to ftay and ſee 


the event. He informed us, that the man with 
© the whiſkers had followed us by his maſter's 


orders, ftill poſitive that I was his wife; but 
that upon the Marguze/s's footmen giving him 
chaſe, he was fo terrified; that he took to his 
- © heels without looking behind him; that as to 
my pretended huſband, he was at laſt brought 


© to reaſon, his wife having ſpoke to him in 


private, and given him ſuch convincing proofs, 
that he owned to his friend he had been 
'< miftaken; that the ſerjeants were diſcharged 
as uſeleſs, his wife having declared, that fo 


far from avoiding her huſband, ſhe had ſearch- 


© ed every where for him, when ſhe heard he 
'© was not dead, as had been reported All 
which was the more eaſily credited, as ſhe had 
lived with a relation of her huſband's, who 
came, having been ſent for expreſsly, and con- 
Krmed what the other had ſaid; the blind man 


knew her by her voice, and thus ended the affair. 

The next day we fet out. Mad. de G=—, 
as ſoon as we were out of town, ſaid, * the te- 
diouſneſs of the journey muſt be alleviated by 


ſhe, 
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ſhe, I have had no. opportunity of telling you 
+ abundance of things, and acquainting you with 
*. what I have gone through ſince I faw you. It 
« is highly reaſonable, my dear child, as ſuch I 
© have always conlidered- Von,“ continued this 
worthy lady, embracing me; it is highly reaſon- 
able I ſhould. make a return for your confi- 
dence in me, by giving you mine. Yow 
© know MH. de G=——, and his taſte for women; 
„Jou will eaſily gueſs I am going to entertain 
you with his gallantries: I have ſuffered from 
© them of various kinds: I bore it all patiently 
for a long while, becauſe his behaviour was 
ever reſpectful to me; but perceiving his con- 
duct changed all. on a ſudden, and that I was in 
« 2 of loſing him entirely, I reſolved to 
© dive to the bottom of the affair, and employ 
© all means poſſible to break off an engagement, 
© which ſeemed to be attended with worſe con- 
fk uences than any of the reſt. - - 
5 Mia wid . , tails. A. de G=—=, 2s 
f you muſt have obſerved when with me, makes 
7 a myſtery of every thing, and carries an ap- 
4 Fer which deceives, and ſcreens him from 
cenſure. I was much perplexed how to act. 
7 „ That he was deſperately in love, even ſo as to 
; neglect his private affairs, a thing not uſual 
2 with him, and ſcarce ever at home, was evi- 
dent z but howito diſcover this object of his 
paſſion, was the difficulty. To endeavour to 
© gain over thoſe of his 0h who were in the 
ſecrets was loft labour, as they were more in 
* his intereſt than mine; my enquiries, of which 
he was doubtleſs informed, ſerved only to aug- 
« ment bis n and encreaſe his coldnefs 
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to me. This threw me into great trouble, nor 


could I diſcern any way of extricating myſelf.” 


One day when I was more melancholy than 
uſual, my huſband having for the firlt time 
been very rough with me. Chri/tina, that 
truſty ſeryant you remember at ny houſe, 


ſound me in this condition, and preſſed eme ſo 


very earneſtly to know the bccafion, tliat; pre- 
vailed on by the grief ſhe ſhowed, I diſcovered 

the whole affair to her: She told me I was too 
good- natured and that inſtead of erying at 
that rate, which might prejudice*myhealth, l 
ought rather to put an end to his irregulatities 
and my own vexation. What would you 
have me do? replied IJ. Is it poſſible for me 
to hinder his liking another and lighting me? 
Yes, certainly, anfwered Chriflima ; men, 
Madam, are juſt What we pleaſe to make 


them. Iwould lay all I am worth in the world, 


if it were poſſible for me to be in your place, 
that J would ſoon cure him of his paſſion for 
his miſſreſs, and make him more in dove with 
me than ever. That would be extremely dif- 
ficult, replied J, for two reaſons: The moſt 
important of them is, I have no longer that 
youth on my fide which enchants—. As if 
you were not ſtill as handſome as an angel, 
replied Chriſtina very complfaiſantiy. The 
other reaſon is, continued I, without taking 
any notice of this piece of flattery, MH. de G— 


loves women, and ever will; conſequently, 


though JI ſhould extinguiſh his preſent flame, 
he would ſoon fall back, and all my endeavours 


would only ſerve to bring on new trouble, 
and eſtrange him from me perhaps for ever, 


„particularly ſhould he diſcover my practices. 


c ] allow 
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© ] allow this laſt obſervation to be juſt, replied 
© Chriſtina, after a ſhort pauſe; I would never 
* adviſe a woman to appear to lay any reſtraint 


© upon her huſband :' It is often an excuſe for 


his extravagances, and never fails of rendering 
© the wife” inſupportable. Nay, the obſtacles 
© hid in his way frequently give a ſharper edge 
© to his appetites, - and heighten the enjoyment. 
$ * This is my notion, and I believe well- 
rounded. + 
I knew Chriftina had bing well 8 
© 3nd did not want for wit; but I ſhould never 
+ have imagined ſhe was "miſtreſs of ſo much 
good ſenſe. I agreed with her in the principles 
ſhe laid: down, as I aſſured her, and which 
© ] had ever religiouſly obferved. So much the 
© worſe, Madam, replied Chriſtina ; on ſome 
< occaſions we ought to ſtrike out from the com- 
. mon rules; the great art is to time it right. * 
© Give me leave, before I mention the proper 
— as J think, for reſtoring your tran- 
* quillity, to amuſe you with an adventure T 
- had: ſeveral years ſince with your huſband, 
M. de G, which has ſome conniftion 
* with what T have had. the honaur to ſay to 
* you, and which I never yet related to you. It 
* was always my opinion that we ought to be 
ſatisfied with doing our duty, without arro- 
« fating the praiſes of others on that account. 
or to what purpoſe would it have been at 
that time to acquaint you with it, unleſs it 
were to give you an unproktable vexation, 
4 and render myſelf ſuſpected?ꝰ 
I was about eighteen, when M. de 83 
Whoſe heart perhaps was not then otherwife 
4 © engaged, 5 began to fancy me. I had not the 
Lat © honauy 
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* honour at that time, as you may remember; 
Madam, to be ſo near your perſon as at pre- 
ſent; taken up with waiting on your daughter, 
I thought of nothing but how to pleaſe and 
© ſerve her: My ambition went no farther, every 
thing elſe ſeemed of no conſequence to me. 
© One day, when my young lady was gone 

© with you to the Opera, M. de G came 
into my room, where I was ordering ſome 
© little things of my own in Mademoiſelle's ab- 
© ſence. What, cried he, are you all alone, 
© Chriffina ? l thought you had been with my 
daughter at the Opera. Is it that you are 
not fond of ſuch things, or is my wife ſo bar - 
barous as to refuſe you | ſuch an amuſement? 
My anſwer was only a yes, or a no, I do not 
recollect which; but his coming into my 
chamber made me colour very much: He had 
never ſpoke: to me before, fo chat it was an 
honour quite new to me; beſides, l had heard 
of his taſte for young women; your Lady- 
'© ſhip's chambermaids frequently talked of it, 
and I always took care to over-hear them. 
It was this which occaſioned-the confuſion 1 
was in. I trembled, not knowing which way 
4 to turn myſelf. He eyed me from head to foot, 
and the greater eagerneſs he expreſſed in vie v. 
4 ing me, the more my: conſternation. intreaſed. 
.* You: are: very charming, Chriftars continued 
dhe proſent ing his hand: Do you know lam 
determined to make your fortune, and that 
from the time you come hither J have been 
© contriving it? You are too generous, Sir, re- 
.5.-plied I ſtill bluſhing, to concern yourielf about 
10 inſignificant a perſon: I am not ſo partial 
d to think myſelf worthy. your * 
: Ka | hat 
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What do you call worthy? ſaid he, inter- 


rupting me. 1 vow I fee nothing in all Pari: 
ſo amiable. - Why, your complexion is charm- 
ing, your eyes raviſh one: let me have the 
pleaſure of gazing on them. Saying this, he 
drew nearer by degrees. Heaven ! Sir, cried 


1, leave me, I beg; if my young lady's 


governeſs ſhould happen to come, and ſhould 
find I have the honour of your converſation, 
ſhe will certainly inform your lady ; I ſhall be 
ſeverely chid, and not without reaſon: I am 
not one of thoſe—Do not be afraid, replied he; I 
am upon the watch; and as for the mean opinion 
you have of yourſelf, it is entirely groundleſs. 
For know, Chr:i/tina, that any man, even df 
the greateſt quality, would think himſelf com- 
pletely happy to become an equal, and enjoy 
the company of ſo charming a creature. 

© Saying this, to which I anſwered as before, 
he came up to me, and took the liberty of re- 
moving my neck-handkerchief. I thought it 


was time to be very loud, imagining, the fear 


of being ſurprized with me, would make him 
retire; but I was miſtaken : He had the pre- 


caution to ſend all the ſervants out of the way 


under different pretences, and I found myſelf 


to be entirely in his power. This was evi- 


dent; for though I had cried out twice, he 
was proceeding to extremities. / I was terrified, 
but did not loſe my prefence of mind. Well, 


Sir, ſaid I, looking earnefily at him, make my 


fortune, and I am your's. With all my heart, 


replied he very joyfully, make your own 


terms, which 1 will accept of, on condition 
you return my love. Agreed, anſwered I 


very courageouſiy. Give me in hand a hun- 


dxed 
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© dred Louis d'Ors to obtain my father's liberty, 
being confined on account of that curſed tax 
© which ruins ſo many collectors and other brave 


"© fellows: After this you muſt buy me a houſe, 


and provide for me that I need not go to ſer- 
vice, and then I will love you as much as you 
can deſire. Done, cried AH. 4 G=—, quite 
tranſported, ſhake hands, and take this kiſs as 
earneſt No, Sir, replied I - bluſhing more 
than ever, you muſt begin with ſurer tokens 
of your being ſincere, than the kiſs you offer; 
the money, Sir. That is but reaſonable, an- 
ſwered M. de G, ſurprized, no doubt, to 
find me ſo cunning and more alert than he ex- 
pected; 1 will run to my cloſet and fetch the 
money : Stay here, I will return in a moment. 
© He was no ſooner out of my room, but [ 
made my eſcape. I flew up ftairs to one of 
r women who lay ill, and conſequently, [ 
was ſure to find: He will not come after me, 
ſaid I to myſelf, and for the future I will take 
care never to be alone, and ſo prevent his hav- 

ing an opportunity of plaguing me. 
- © I was as good as my word. To years 
© paſſed without his being able to ſpeak to me; 
© he loſt his labour in watching for an opportu- 
© nity: I was on my guard, and baffled all his 

attempts. | 

I was now. perſuaded that 11 de G— had 

© entirely forgot me, when riſing one morning, 
I heard him in his daughter's room. As my 
bed ſtoad in one of the cloſets, I could eaſily 
hear what paſſed. | I was not ſurprized at his 
< early riſing, which was cuſtomary, but at his 
coming into my lady's apartment, and that 


4 her chambermaid had opened the door without 
© calling 
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calling me. I rew uneaſy, my door was not 


© faſtened, but I immediately bolted it very 
© ſoftly ; being ſecured from any viſit,” if he 
© ſhould have taken it into his head, I liſtened 
© to the converſation with all the curioſity of a 


- 
- 


4 girl of my age. . * 


What! would you have me, Sir, complain 


© to my mother of Chriſtina? ſaid my dear miſ- 
© treſs. For what reaſon? The poor girl never 
© deſerved ſuch uſage from me. That is nothing, 
© replied M. de G, do as I bid you; it is 
© for her good that J put you upon it: While 
© ſhe ſtays here, ſhe will not hear of being ſet- 
© tled. I know a proper party for ber, and 
* when you are acquainted with the affair, you 
© will approve of the propoſal. Is it poſiible you 
* ſhould have ſo little regard for what I ſay, 
© as to heſitate a moment 
Mad. de G, unable to prevail with her- 
© ſelf to ſay any thing againſt me, knowing the 
tender reſpect l had for her, ſtill endeavouring 
to evade doing it. Her father flew into a paſſion, 
Well, cried he riſing up, 1 have done; but take 
notice, I will never forget your refuſing me. 
F This was more than enough to influence your 
daughter, who always had, as you know, Ma- 
dam, an uncommon reſpect for her parents. She 
* called back M. de G=, who had pretended to 
go away, and promiſed to be directed by him. 
Since you know how to behave, replied he, 
* I am willing to forget what has paſſed ; but it 
is upon condition you punctually perform what 
* I require of you. Tell your mother that you 
* have perceived of late that Chri/tina - is in 
* love; that ſhe is ſo infatuated as ® receive 
* her gallant in your apartment when you are 
| © abroad: 
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©. abroad: That coming home unexpectedly, 5 
k ib b 

you faw——, I was ſo terrified at what I 
©. heard, that I bawled out it Was falſe, and that 
4 I ſaw plainly my ruin; was defigned, - but that 
I would publiſh A. de Gs motives for 
having recourſe to ſuch infamous proceedings; 
that I would go immediately and acquaint his 
© lady of the whole affair, and complain of a. 
fiction as falſe as it was cruel and unjuſt. 
The tone in which this was uttered, had a 
© ſurprizing effect. A. de G. apprebending 
*, 1 ſhould de as good as my word, and, ſeeing 
me ruſh out of the cloſet all in tèars to go 
and inform you, Madam, of what was carry- 
ing on, he ſtopped me, ſaying, I was a fool 
not to ſee it was all an artifice to oblige me to 
© come out of the cloſet and make his daughter 
© laugh. I did not puſh, the affair any fartner; 
© it waz evident he gave this - turn to it only to 
* ſtiſſe the matter. Perſuaded as I was of this, 
and that he really intended to make you turn 
© me away, that he might have an opportunity 
© of prevailing on me, without diſturbance from 
: vou, or alarming the family. 0 (1 Was not 
* miſtaken; for 1 chanced ſome. years after- 
© wards to learn the whole deſign; he had gained 
over Mademoi ſelles chambermaid, who was 
ſince turned away, and bad; undertaken to 
© bring me to accept of his offers). I vowed to 
AM. de G , that if ever he endeavoured to 
s ſurprize me again, I would that inſtant leave 
* the houſe, and proclaim my | xeaſons to the 
_ © whole world. From that moment, Madam, he 
has taken no notice of me, nor given me the leaſt 
diſturbance. So true it is, that when a young 
| ; Meiler Tom; 1 woman 
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e woman happens to be ruined, it is for want of 
+ knowing how to defend herſelf as ſhe ought.” 
© Chri/lina, after finiſhing this adventure, 
£ added, that ſhe only related it to convince me, 
that my huſband ſtood in greater dread of me 
* than I imagined, and that if I had ſhown a 
© little more reſolution; I ſhould not have had 
+ ſuch juſt reaſon of complaint. * 
* F aſked Obriſtina, when ſhe had done, what 
© concluſion the drew from her ſtory, and the 
© reflection upon it. That MH. 4 is not 
ſo obſtinate as you think, ſaid they and if you 
© take proper methods, a ſtop might be put to 
© the vexations which overwhelm your 
FT he firſt ſtep I would advife; continued tie 
« =_ girl, is to find out your rival and her ha- 
© bitation; then to have her informed. very pe- 
* remptorily, that as yet you are ignorant of tHe 
© affair, but that if once it comes to your 
© knowledge, you have ſo much power, that 
© ſhe will be infallibly cruſhed; or confined for 
© life. This done, which cannot but produce a 
* good effect, ſome friend of M. 4e G— mult be 
applied to, and prevailed upon, after laying open 
© yourgriefs, to talk reſolutely with your huſband 
on the ſubject. He muſt be deſited to acquaint 
M. de G that you will be impofed upon no 
longer, but will come to an open rupture, 
* which ſooner or later muſt ruin his reputation. 
All Chriſtina's reaſons could not prevail 
© upon me to follow her advice; but occafivned 
_ © a whimſical reſolution which ſeemed to promiſe 
p equal ſucceſs. I am apt to think no wife be- 
1 fore me ever thought of ſuch a ſtratagem. Vou 
ſhall be judge, my dear child, continued 
Mad. d. G=—=; I never reflect on it with- 


Ek 7 


260 be Fortunate Country Maid. 


* out laughing, and I will lay a wager you will 

© do ſo too when you know it, | 
.* © Chriſtina was no ſooner apprized of my plot, 
© but ſhe clapped her hands by way of applauſe, 

and anſwered for the ſucceſs. In order to ſet 

* it on foot, I went into my huſband's cloſet the 

© next morning. After enquiring how he did, 

_ © the Carnival, ſaid I, is at hand; I have a 
fancy to pals it, as well as the Lent, in the 
country, and not return to Paris till after 
Eaſter. I am come to know, Sir, if you ap- 
prove of it. The idea of my abſence was too 
(© acceptable not to meet with approbation : He 
* not only replied, I was my own miſtreſs, and 
© ſhould be ever ſo ; but even accompanied his 
© genteel expreſſions, which were now a novelty 
to me, With a purſe of gold, to make the Car- 

-© nival the more agreeable, as he was pleaſed to 

:* expreſs himſelf © © | 

That very day, Chr:/tina and I began our 
journey: but inflead of taking the road which 

leads to my eſtate, I went to the houſe where 

© her mother lived, whom I had ſent for the 
night before, and acquainted with my deſign. 

They got me a tailor; I put on a night- 

gon and a man's night-cap to prevent his 
having any ſuſpicion. - I made him take my 

© meaſure, and beſpoke two ſuits, one very rich, 
© the other a little plainer, but begged he would 
make them with all ſpeed. wie 

In leſs than four days I was metamorphoſed 

. © into a genteel young fellow, and the diſguiſe 

became me exceedingly. 

Luaſxked Chriftina and her mother how they 
* liked me? They proteſted I looked charm- 
© ingly, and perſonated a man ſo naturally, that 
apy no 


me 
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no creature would ever ſuſpe& any thing elſe, 
This delighted me, and I never doubted but my 
project would ſucceed according to my wiſhes. 


| © have a Palet de Chambre, who was always 
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in my intereſt, and one you have ſeen at my 
houſe : I had given him orders to have H. 
de G. watched, and learn, coſt what it 
would, where his miſtreſs lived. He obeyed 


me, juſt as I could wiſh. In three days time 
he informed me, ſhe lived in a little bye ſtreet, 


turning out of Fauxbourg St. Honore, at a 
new-buile houſe, and that my huſband ſupped 


there every night. I was overjoyed at this diſ- 
covery, and ordered every thing accordingly, 
l was not ſatisfied with knowing where this 


girl lived; it behoved me to know when ſhe 
went out, and where one might ſee her. I 
was apprized two days after, that ſhe often 


went to plays, of which ſhe was paſſionately 


fond. My Valet de Chambre, who ſerved me 
as footman, had got acquainted with hers : 
They had drank together ; and my man, who 
was fly, gave me ſufficient intelligence to 
flatter myſelf, that it would not be ſo difficult a 
a matter, as I imagined, to make an ac- 
quaintance with her. | 


« 4 , 


They were upon the watch to give me no- 
tice the very moment ſhe went abroad. I 
had hired a waiting-job by the month. At 
the corner of the ſtreet I waited for Miſs : She 
was not long before ſhe came out: My coach- 
man had orders to follow her, and ttop at 
every place where ſhe did. She entered Paris 
by St. Honore-ftreet, went and bought ſome 
things at a millener's ſhop, turned down 
Larberſel-fireet, and then to the . 

5 F * There 
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There I thought I was ſure of her, and wag 
not miltaken :, She was accompanied by a fer, 
* vant der than herſelf, hut very well-dreſled ; 
I could not gueſs whether ſhe was a relation or 
© waiting-woman ;. There is no diſtinction now- 
© a-days. in dreſs, and it is gifficule to diſcern 
thereby the different conditions of mankind, 
I could not get a fu 2 0 * i for want of 
© a fayourable opportunity, L had only a glimpſ 

< (he appeared to he tall and well . 
{ was all | coolddittinguilts 

I was not much better off when I came into 
© the Play-houſe, although I placed myſelf in 
one of. the hoxes . Jaining to her's : It was fo 
* garly, that there were hut ſome circular lights 
in the boxes: Nevertbeleſs, the houſe was 
f full.;, it. was the fut repraſcntation, of one of 
Ar. Poltaire's tragedies, entitled N. You have 
< often beard me talk, my dear; of that illuſtrious 
author, and you may remember, that I extolled 
him to che Heavens, as well as the public ; this 
may make qu comprehend the magnificence 
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r watchful eye upon his miſtreſs. 
* ſorry.to findvit#o;; | it was juſt what I wanted 
td attaiß the end I had ptopo ſed. : 
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I was not 


Her L interrupted ad. de . * have 


E been ſaid I, <5 under the greateſt impatience 
4 for this half owns; therefore do me the favour, 
„ my dear lady, to tell what end it was you pro- 


0 paſed t o yourſelf: F will on to you ſincere] a 


- a that Icompiehend nothing at all of the matter. 


Vou are very haſty, replied Had. de G 


vieh a ſmile, I have half a mind to leave you 


© in ſuſpence, till the incidents that are to follow 
have informed you; but I ſhould make a good 
« „ Princeſs, I do not love to refuſe. Know, 
therefore, that my deſign was to gain the 
4 damſel's affections, hs get an aſſignation, and 


I to be ſurprized in her company, and thereby 


* oblige my huſband to abandon; her. I had ſtill 


bob: anvidor View, which you ſhall not know, but 
in proper time and place. | 


© As ſoon as the houſe began to be lighted ups 
I looked on Mad. Julia with a greedy eye: I 


thought her charming: She had an enchanting 
ſprightlineſs in her countenance: The firmneſs 


of her complexion dazzled fufficiently, with- 
©. out that quantity of red ſhe laid on. Her 


* neck was admirable, and the reſt of ber figure 


+ was perfectly well turned. 
* Atter this examination, I was not Fae EP 


bat my huſband's fondneis for her. Notwith- 


ſtanding Jam a woman, I never was back- 


2's ward in doing juſtice to thoſe of my ſex that de- 


+ ſerved it. I was juſt in regard to this perſon, 


and ſenſible of all that was to be ſeen in her. 


* 


lt was no difficult matter for me to make 


an acquaintance. with her: Theſe creatures 


ö | _ © carry 
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carry not their reſerve ſo far as to reſuſe cofl- 
verſation. I had a long one with her, and, 3s 
ſhe ſaw me completely dreſſed, and that I had 
ſomething of an air of diſtinction, ſhe was 
pleaſed with all I ſaid in her commendation. I 
aſked het leave to make her a viſit: She did not 
abſolutely grant it 3 but it was eaſy to perceive, 
that beſore the play was over ſhe would not 
e refuſe ĩt. The play began. I was ſo charm- 
c ed with it, and heard it with ſo much atten- 
tion, that I had liked to have forgot my pro- 
ject. Figure to yourſelf, my dear child, that 
. © delicacy of ſentiment was never carried to a 
higher. piteh, than what the celebrated poet 
4 2 the audience with, in this trajedy: 
| © Every: thing was majeſtick, noble, moving: 
The actors were more the real heroes they 
s perſonated, than themſelves: Fancy, addreſs, 
energy of ſtile, digniiy ; all this concurred 
© in the compoſition of Zaire. Happy, thrice 
e happy thbſe who poſſeſs talents in ſuch an 
eminent degree l they deſerve to have monu- 
ments erected to their honour, as in former 
days. What do I ay? in doing juſtice to 
ett authors of this tank; it is ourſelves we honour 
* in raiſing; monuments to them. Is it not 2 
monument of the good taſte of that people, who 
© knew fo well whom thus to diſtinguiſh ? 
I took the opportunity of the intervals be- 
-:< tween the acts, to obtain my requeſt, Fair 
Julia ſeemed on purpoſe to delay me till the 
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man; if you: were no more than an ordinary 
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without valuing myſelf for my wit, I have 
© ſenſe enough to diſcover you have a great deal, 
© and that your converſation is enchanting. For 


© reaſons known to myſelf, I am obliged to grant 


© your petition conditionally : When you are a- 
6 quainted with them, you will not be ſurprized 
at the precautions I exact from you. I will even 
© own, that I could eaſily inform you what my 
© motives are. Perhaps you have conceived a 
good opinion of me: I could wiſh, if it were 
* poflible, that you might perſiſt in it. Of this 
< we will talk another time. For the preſent, I 


© muſt deſire, when you come to ſee me, that it 


© be after dinner, and to leave it in my breaſt to 
© ſend you away when I ſhall think proper. 
After having had this diſcourſe with her, ſhe 
© told me where ihe lodged. I ſaid every thing 
© to the fair Julia, that I thought molt likely to 
| * perſuade her how much I was tranſported with 
© the favour ſhe had granted. You men are all 


© traitors, ſaid ſhe pleaſantly as ſhe roſe up; you 


* are the lovelieſt things in the world, when 
© you take a fancy to court us; but you have 
no ſooner ſucceeded, and we are fooliſh 
* enough to liſten to you, than you become per- 
* fidious, and make us repent the regard we 
have been ſo lilly as to have for you. This 
farewell was ſo gracefully ſpoken, that, had I 


been a man, chere needed no more to have 


* captivated me entirely. 
© I took care not to fail my appointment the 
next day. Little thought I of being ſent 
* away without ſeeing her. I found ſtanding at 
* the door the ſervant whom I ſaw the night be- 
Y Ob, Be: EE 8 © ſore 
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fore along with Julia 5 She ſhewed nd Tat 1 


little parlour as ſoon as ſne knew me again, and 


told me, that Mademoi ſelle would be vaſtly 
mortified for the trouble T had taken: That 
ſhe had a viſitor juſt come in, whom ſhe did 


not expect, and it was not poſſible for her to 


ſee me that day, I immediately thought this 


di appointment was a concerted thing, either to 


excite the paſſion I had diſcovered, or to make 
me explain myſelf better: In order to make 


ſhort work of it, I thought proper to begin 


by winning Gogo (that was her chambermaid's 
name); I gave her ten Louis d'Ors, which 

made her bluſh more than the moſt impudent 
diſcourſe one could have uttered. My prefent 


had its uſual effet ; it purchaſed her confi 
dence : She acquainted me with what I knew 


as well as herſelf, that is to fay, that MH. de 
G—— was in love with Mad. Julia. He is 
terribly jealous, faid this wench, and knows 
already that my miſtreſs ſpoke to you laſt 
night at the play : She was no ſooner returned 
home, but MZ de G „ Who was waiting 
for her, made a furious noiſe : We have been 
crying almoſt all night long. However, mat- 
ters are made up, he has not ſtirred out ſince 


yeſterday, and, to compleat our misfortunes, 


he has told us of his wife's abſence, which will 
give him, he ſays, an opportunity of coming 
here at all hours. , If he thought the news 
would be any ſatisfaction to us, the poor man 
was very much miſtaken, we are cruelly mor- 


tified at it. Whilſt he was at Paris, we had 


time to breathe; he left us one part of the 
day to ourſelves, Yes, truly, from _—_" 
. N i 


4 he Fortimats Country Maid. 265. 


till eight o'clock at night Mademoiſelle was at 
vdiberty : She certainly made no bad uſe of it; 
there is not a more retired perſon in all the 
© world, and, except two or three of her own 
©. ſex, ſhe now and then ſees, ' ſhe leads the life 
© of a Nun, Sir; ſhe is a little treaſure, never 
9 be enough eſteemed. 
-preſent, as you ſee, my dear child, had 
va 122 effect. I catched at this oppor- 
6 tunity of being acquainted with the whole 
affair. Come tell me, my dear Gogo, replied 
61, does M. de G make you ſome amends, 
8 by his liberality, for all the vexations he gives 
0 you? Why, pretty well, anſwered ſhe turn- 
© ing aſide; the truth is, he might do better ; 
© we know he is rich. But ademoi/elle is not 
© mercenary 3 complaiſance works more upon 
© her, than all the treaſures in the world. For 
© example now it would be the ſame thing as 
© ſtabbing her to the heart, to offer her a gra- 
© tuityz it would grieve her to the very ſoul, 
© and ſhe would certainly fall ſick upon it. I 
know her folly on this ſubject, and blame her 
for it. What can oe do ? every body has 
o 
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their whims. Would you believe it, Sir, 
continued the cunning Gog?, that Lam obliged, 
in order to eaſe her of the vexation I have 
mentioned, to charge myſelf with the receipt 
of the preſents that are made her, and to in- 
ſtruct perſons how to behave, that they may 
not incur her diſpleaſure ? *Jlife ! if one did 
but! preſume to offer her a purte of guineas, a 
© a faviÞ box, a diamond, ſhe would thit minute 
* forbid you her preſence. No! no! there is 
* no touching there. 
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- © But, replied I, without ſeeming} to under- 
< ſtand her meaning, how did A. d get 
8 acquainted With her, and manage his matters 
< ſo as to become her gallant ? Ah ! Sir, aſk me 
not about it, anſwered Goge with a flirting air, 
© his way of breaking the. ice had like to have 
< thrown Mademoiſelle into fits; nothing was 
ever done in ſq rude a manner, He meets her 
“ at the Opera; afteriogling her there, be has 
© her followed home. The next morning as ſoon 
as be was up he wrote her word, that he ad- 
< mired her; that he knew very well ſhe was 

kept by a Counſellor of the Parlement, and that 
© but very indifferently, he was well informed, 
© Will you, ſaid he to her, do one thing? Diſ- 
_ © miſs your Counſellor, and I will give you (do 

<. but obſerve the brutality if you pleaſe)—1 will 

give you a thouſand crowns. a month; by way 
© of preliminary I here ſend you a hundred 
< Lous's, do as you. will. Adieu, charmer, 
© think well of this; afterwards we will be better 
- ©< acquainted. . 15 we 
This concluſion almoſt made me laugh. 
Here I traced my huſband's own likeneſs to 
<.the life. But ſaid I to Gogo, this way of mak- 
© ing love does not ſeem ſo brutal. Pardon me, 
< Sir, ſaid ſhe, that is not the way to make ad- 
< vances to a woman of her great merit; and if 
© we had not found means of correcting M. dt 
© G——;, he had never ſet his foot in this houſe 
: Tel me then, ſaid I, how you compromiſed 
© matters, for you ſeem to me a girl of rea 
< merit, You are pleaſant, Sir, replied Gogo, 1 
pretend to no fort of merit; ht I know the 
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© world: 4 little. I undertook to go the next 
© morning to M. de G=— ; I told him Made- 
© moiſelle was extremely angry at his letter and 
his hundred Lowrs's ; that but for me, they 
© would: have been fent back again; and that + 
as forced to exert all the credit I had with her, 
© to keep her in any degree of moderation, 
M. de G— was rude enough to anſwer 
© me, that he did not think there needed all this 
© ceremony to huddle up a love-affair with a 
s wench to be had for: money. Truly, Sir, 
© ſaid the cunning Gogo, I had a mind to fly at 
© his throat; | gave him what he deſerved; and 
6 after a thouſand bitter reproaches, I fell acry- 
© ing. My tears rendered M. de G more 
© tractable; he begged me to make his peace 
* with my miſtreſs, and to let him know in what 
© he had offended her; ſwearing by his ftrong 
© box, that he had behaved to her in the ſame 
© manner as to many more, except that he had 
© never as yet made fo handſome an offer to any 
© body. To convince thee of it, faid he (take 
© notice of that the), I will let thee ſee the 
rough draught of the letter | wrote to her, 
and which I made uſe of for above theſe thirty 
* years for the like purpoſe. He ſhewed it me 
© accordingly; it was fo foiled, that I eaſily be- 
© lieved it had been compoſed full as long ago as 
* he ſaid) | | | 
* He wanted to know, after that, why my 
© miſtreſs had been fo angry with him. Becauſe 
your letter, ſaid I, had liked to have ruined 
© her: That ſhe was come of a good family, 
© not very rich, to ſpeak the truth; but for that 
very reaſon it is ſhe is tampering with the 
N 3 * Counſellor, 


aw" 
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© Counſellor, who has promiſed to marry her, 
and whom you think keeps her. After all this 
judge yourſelf, if ſhe is angry without reaſon, 
Oh! that is another affair, cried M. de G-—; 
but I am not the leſs ſorry, for Jam in love 
with the wench. Truth, Sir, ſaid I, that very 
word wench is enough to have you thrown out 
of the window, had it been ſpoken. before my 
miſtre's: If you have that regard for her you 
ought really to make uſe of politer expreſſions; 
they would have as much way as the offers 
you have made. 
© What ſhall I fay to you, Sir? gad Gap, 
whom my Louis d'Ors had ſet a chattering like 
a magpye. I gave MA de G to underitand, 
that I had with much difficulty gained ſo fat 
upon my miſtreſs, as to make. her think it was 
worth her while to give him encouragement, 
and that his frankneſs was a ſure proof of his 
being a man of honour. I told him, beſides, 
that I had managed ſo well, as to contrive an 
interview for the next day; and that if he be- 
haved himſelſ handſomely, the Counſellor 
would be diſmiſſed, provided he paid down to 
me, not to Mademoiſelle, who would not 
receive any thing as coming from him, a 
whole year's advance. What ſhall I ſay more? 
Every thing was concluded according; to my 
direction; and from that time H. ds G—— 
has been lord and maſter here. By degrees 1 
have. brought him to humour Adademor/elle. 
Whenever he makes her a preſent, it muft 
© either be put into one of her drefling-boxes, 
dor into my Hance: No Ons, are anger for 
| . | it; 
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© it; and as he does things pretty generouſly, we 
© bear with him. 
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« I was ſufficiently inſtructed, by this N 
of a waiting-maid, not to be at a loſs concern- 
ing my huſband. I aſked her, after what 
manner ſhe could contrive me an interview 
with her miſtreſs. She aſſured me it ihould be 
the next day, at the ſame hour; and that if 
the jealous man were fo cruel as to be there 
again, I ſhould receive a note to be at a third 
houſe ſhe ſhould appoint me, and whither ſhe 
would come to me, under the firſt pretence 


© that occurred. 


I judged from this diſcourſe, and from what 
happened to me the next day, that my affairs 
were ina right channel. I found Julia alone. 


She ſeemed to have drawn forth ali her charms 


to complete her conqueſt over me. I repeat 
again, had I been of a different ſex, I muſt 
have loved- her: She ſhewed a modeſty and 
ſweetneſs in her converfation that charmed 
me. I advanced through all the gradual pro- 
greſſions of love with her; not without fear- 
ing ſhe would puſh it too briſkly; and I had 
my reaſons not to draw it to a certain period, 

which I caretully avoided. 

* Nothing, as you ſee, dear child; could go 
on better than my affairs. All that remained 
farther to be done, according to my ſcheme, 


was to hazard the deſiring an affignation at 


night, and ſo to have myſelt ſurprized in 
Fulia's company. Will you believe me, that 
when JI was upon the point of doing it, there 


aroſe within me ſuch a tenderneſs towards this 


girl, that 1 heſitated above four days ? She had 
 N4 given 


LY 
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4 given me ſo endearing a reception 3 The ſeemed 


© to love me ſo ſincerely, and I had difcovered 
* ſuch a fund of wit and good ſenſe in her, that 
I thought it a piece of cruelty not to be pa- 
© rallelled, to contrive the ruin of ſo amiable a 
| © perſon. I put it off from day to day; in ſhort, 
< I could not come to a reſolution. 
On the fifth day that I had been under theſe 
© agitations, Julia ſent to invite me to dinner z 
© the knew where I lived. As ſoon as we had 
* dined, the gave orders to Gogo to tell A. de 
© G=——, if he ſhould take a fancy to come, 
© that ſhe was gone out, and did not know 
* where. He will play the devil, ſaid ſhe, but 
that is no matter, we will find ways to appeaſe 
© him. This day will I dedicate to the peaceful 
'© enjoyment of my dear Minit (this was the 
familiar name ſhe had given me, and ſhe well 
< deſerves I ſhould make her this ſacrifice). It 
© was with trembling I thanked her for this 
* favour. Tam undone !] ſaid 1 to myſelf; how 
* ſhall I behave, if ſhe ſhould——. In a word, 
© dear child, I never was fo much put to it in 
© all my life. 18 5 
Hut charming Julia's firſt words reſtored 

< me: I have no mind, faid ſhe, to be diſturbed, 
© being determined to diſcover to you the ſecret 
© motions of my ſoul. Do you know that J 
* love you; and can you gueſs how you have 
- * flole into my heart? No, certainly. By your 
* diſcretion. Would you think, dear Mznet, 
* ſeeing the life I lead, that I oftentimes reflect, 
and ſpend whole days in tears ? This averture 
affected me. Speak, Julia, ſaid I, moved with 
I * pity; you amaze me! This is what I little ex. 

R N pected 
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* refted, What are your ievances ? Can Ibe- 


© ſo happy as to put an end to them ? 


Vet, my dear Minzt, replied the ſorrowful 


Julia in tears; you are the only perſon in the 
world who can reſtore my peace; after which 


© not be tedious. ee e, oe 4 
© To the amours of M. le Margueſs d 
© a general officer, and of Mad. la N the 
© celebrated actreſs, I owe my birth. I was 
© privately brougbt up by a woman who had 
© lived with my mother, but falling into bad 
© circumſtances, ſhe left me to the wide world. 


I daily figh. But firſt hear my ſtory ; it will 


© She has been dead theſe four years, and I {till 


© continue to live, as you ſee, without money, 
à without protection, without aſſiſtance. It has 

not yet been in my power to quit a life which 

© T deteſt. Would you think that I am doing 
© penance in the high road to rer Would 
© you imagine, dear Minèt, that the addreſs of a 
© man is to me a torture? and if it continues 


© much longer, deſpair will drive me into the 


© moſt os a0 extremity? 
Fou ſeem ſurprized, d Wbt without rea- 


© ſon. You will anſwer me, without doubt, 


© that there is nothing eaſter than to abandon ſuch 
© a courſe of life, which I myſelf condemn, and 


is highly ſcandalous: But, my dear Minds, I 
| © have been brought up in ſuch plenty, from 
© whence I have contracted a habit. The idea 


of wanting even ſuperfluities carries horror 
with it; my table always well furniſhed, apd 
I have been waited on all my life: If I change 
my conduct, there is an end of all at once; 
and I ſhall be reduced to extreme want. Theſe, 
0 NS 2 
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my dear Mint, are the conſiderations tha 
overwhelm me, and detain my diforder:. Thi 
is a great deal; but | am going to ſurprize you 
much more. . 2 3 

© Tt is now about a year, when being more 
than ever alarmed at the ſtate I was in, I made 
a firm purpoſe of altering it, and of doing my 
utmoſt to break Jooſe from thoſe infamous 


bonds, with which I was fettered. Fully de- 


termined, I went one day into a church; ſent 
for a Doctor with an intention to conſult him 
upon my ſituation, and to engage him, after a 
ſincere acknowledgment of all my paſt faults, 
to take compaſſion of me, and to find ſome _ 
charitable .means of extricating me for ever 
— 7-7 

'© He heard me with all the attention he was 


capable of, inſiſted on my making, by way of 


preliminary, a general confeſſion, and whilſt I 
was preparing for it, to refrain from all irre- 
gularity: He concluded with ſaying, he would 
uſe all his endeavours to procure me ſome 
honeſt means of ſubſiſting. 
I reſigned myſelf entirely to his advice. As 
ſoon as | came home, I diſcharged my ſervants; 
fold all my furniture; diſmiſſed à lover who 
provided for me, and retired ſome diſtance 
from the town, with a firm reſolution of re- 
maining concealed, living in a retreat, and of 
abandoning the world, and its deceitful joys. 
My director was threr months without giv- 
ing me abſolution, under pretence of know- 
ing, if what I called a converſion, might 
not be a diſguſt, which would wear off in a 
few months: He perſiſted all this time in re- 


* 
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. falt ing me a bleſſing, which I ſo dr 
© defired, and which I regarded as the ſeal of 


© my approaching tranquillity. I ſometimes be- 
© moaned myſelf. on that account; but nothing 


. © could move him. During theſe delays, I ſaw 


© the little I had diminiſhing daily, what money 
] had was juſt ſpent; I foreſaw that I was go- 
© ing to be deſtitute of all relief, and gave my- 
© ſelf up to melancholy. Would you gueſs what 
© occaſioned all theſe delays in my director? He 
« waited till I was reduced to the lat extremity, 
to make propoſals. of a moſt impious and a moſt 
« deteſtable nature. Shall I own- it to you, 
© my dear Minit * He was fallen in love 
with me; he was bold enough. to declare 
© it, and that in ſuch. an impious manner, 
© 2s covered me with confuſion and horror. 1 
© drove him ſhamefully from my ſight, telling 
Shim, that if he durſt return and offer to ſpeak 
© to me again, I would make him repent what 
© he had done, and make my. complaints, that 
© he might be puniſhed by his ſuperiors accord- 
© ing to his deſerts... 

But what was I preparing. for my elf? The 
* miſcreant not having the fear of God before 
© his eyes,. could there be hopes of his ſtanding 
© corrected ? No, my dear Minet; he was fo 
© provoked at my ſteadineſs, that he ſwore he 
© would be revenged.; and he punctually kepy 
© his word. 

I had paſſed the remainder of that day in 
© tears, — had reſolved to ſeek ſome Clergy- 
* man, whoſe reputation of religion and pisty 
* might ſhelter me from ſuch misfortunes as had; 


© ktely — to me, when. about duſk an. 
1 N 6  Exempit 
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my dear Mi. inet, are the conſiderations tha 


overwhelm me, and detain my diſorders. Thi 


is a great deal; but 1 am going to ſurprize you 
much more. 

© It is now about a year, when being more 
than ever alarmed at the ſtate I was in, I made 
a firm purpoſe of altering it, and of doing my 
utmoſt to break Jooſe from thoſe infamous 


bonds, with which I was fettered. Fully de- 


termined, I went one day into a church; Tm 
for a Doctor with an intention to c cqnfult him 
upon my ſituation, and to engage him, after a 
ſincere acknowledgment of all my paſt faults, 
to take compaſſion of me, and to find ſome 
charitable means of extricating me for ever 
from the life I led. 

© He heard me with all the attention he was | 


capable of, inſiſted on my making, by way of 


preliminary, a general confeſſion, and whilſt I 
was preparing for it, to refrain from all irre- 
gularity: He concluded with ſaying, he would 
uſe all his endeavours to procure me ſome 
honeſt means of ſubſiſting. 

I reſigned myſelf entirely to his advice. As 
ſoon as I came home, I diſcharged my ſervaats,; 
ſold all my furniture; diſmiſſed a lover who 
provided for me, and retired ſome diſtance 
from the town, with a firm reſolution of re- 
maining concealed, living in a retreat, and of 
abandoning the world, and its deceitful joys, | 

© My director was three months without ive 
md me abſolution, under pretence of. 195 
ing, if what J called a converſion, might 


not be a diſguſt, which would wear off in a 


few . He perſiſted all this time pt 15 
| uſin 5 
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Þ falt ng me a bleſſing, which I ſo ae 

c defired, and which I regarded as the ſeal of 
© my approaching tranquillity. I fometimes be- 


| © moaned myſelf. on that account; but nothing 
could move him. During theſe delays, I faw 


© © the little I had diminiſhing daily, what money 


I had was juſt ſpent; I foreſaw that I was go- 
© ing to be deſtitute of all relief, and gave my- 
© ſelf up to melancholy. Would you gueſs what 
© occaſioned all theſe delays in my director? He 
« waited till I was reduced to the laſt extremity, 
© to make propoſals. of a moſt impious and a moſt 
« deteſtable nature. Shall I own it to you, 
© my dear Minit He was fallen in love 
with me; he was bold enough to declare 
it, and that in ſuch an impious manner, 
nas covered me with confuſion and horror. I 
© drove him ſhamefu w_ from my fight, telling 
him, that if he durſt return and offer to ſpeak 
© to. me again, I would make him repent what 
© he had done, and make my. complaints, that 
© he might be puniſhed by his ſuperiors accord- 
ing to his deſerts. 
But what was I preparing for yell ? The 
* miſcreant not having the fear of God before 
© his eyes,. could there be hopes of his ſtanding. 
© correed ? No, my dear Minit; he was ſo 
© provoked at my Readineſs, that he ſwore he 
© would be revenged.; and, he punctually kepy 
© his word. 

I had paſſed the remainder of that day in 
© tears, and had reſolved to ſeek ſome Clergy- 
* man, whoſe reputation of religion and pisty 

* might ſhelter me from ſuch misfortunes as had; 


© lately 3 to me, when about duſk an. 
Ne Exempt 


276 The Fortunate Country Maid. 5 


© Exempt with ſeveral aſſiſtants came and carried 

* me off. They did not give me time to inform 

4 myſelf of their reaſons for this violence: I 
* was hurried to priſon ; and it was three months 
* before I was enlarged. 

] eaſily imagined from whence this ſtroke 
came. I conceive, my dear Miner, that you 

© can very well gueſs at it. It was to no purpoſe 
© to juſtify myſelf, and to tell thoſe who had 

* confined me, the occaſion of my being ſeeured: 
They looked on all I ſaid as an idle invention; 
© it Ft are impreſſion; and they ad not fo 
much as make a report of it. 

© The firſt thing I did, after I was ſet at 
© liberty, was to go and return God thanks. I 
learned from my landlady, that there was a 
© famous preacher, who, befides that, paſſed 
© for l f the ableft director. F went: I 
< acquainted him with my hiſtory: He conceived 
© a horror at the proceedings of my wieked 
« confeflor: He took three days to ve upon 
© what eould be done for me; at the end of 
© which, he told me he had thought of ſome- 
thing to enable me to end the remainder of 
my days in peace and tranquillity. 

I did not ſtay to afk him what it was. So 
© happy did I think myſclf to be reſcued from 
© want, of which I even then begun to feel the 
9 effects, that I threw myſelf at his feet, affur- 
© ing him that I ſhould be eternally obliged to 
© him, and that I would never ceaſe to pray to 
© Heaven for his prefervation. 

© But what do you think he had done for me, 
© me, my dear Afim?t? You will be full as much 
> 9 at it, as 1 myfelf then was. 0 

© Heaven! 
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Heaven! is it thus your minifters diftribute 
. © the pious contributions of the well-diſpoſed ? 
+ The Clergyman bid me be the next day at a 
© Convent called ler Filles du bon Pafteur, that 
© he would meet me, and he would lay down 
© what was required for my „ as long 
2s I lived. 5 FFF 
I was enraged at this propoſal, for I deteſt- 
ed a Convent; beſides, I knew from a friend 
of mine formerly, what fort of a houfe this 
as; and that in order to be admitted, one 
muſt own one's ſelf to have been a common 
proſtitute. I ſtifled both my grief and aſto- 
niſhment: I had been too ſeverely treated by 
my former director, to dare to put myſelf in a 
way of making this man repent of his good- 
neſs towards me; I was convinced beſides, 
that too much zeal was often as dangerous, 
as too little virtue. I went away, after 1 
had promiſed to be the nexr day at the phce 
appointed; but with a firm reſolution of for- 
feiting my word, and never more to think of 
ſeeking conſolation in the boſom of ſuch peo- 
ple, in whom ſo much is wanting to render 
them humane and compaſſionate. 5 
© Freturned home opprefled with ſorrow, and 
a deſponding heart, full of all that had hap- 
pened to me ſince my ſincere defire of a con- 
verſion. Aſter a thouſand cruel reflections, 
* I wrote to Gage, the fervant you now ſee 
* about me; I knew where ſhe lived : She came, 
or more properly flew to me: She had ever 
had a tender regard for me; of which ſhe 
_ © gave me marks after I had with tears imparted 
© to her all that had happened to me; inftead of 
hes making 
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making me any anſwer, ſhe quitted my room 
with as much. haſte as ſhe had entered it. 
thougnt at firſt, that ſeeing me in mifery and 
. © diſtreſs, ſhe deſerted me; but juſt Heaven, 
how much reaſon had I to repent me of too 
l haſty and too unfavourable a judgment! I 
_ © heard, about a quarter of an hour afterwards, 
a coach ſtop at the door; it was Gogo; ſhe 
brought me whatever ſhe could ſcrape together; 
and giving it, ſaid, it was all my own, bid me 
_ © make uſe of it, and that ſhe ſhould think her- 
© ſelf too happy to ſpend her days with her 
© dear miſtreſs. I gratefully embraced the good 
creature, and ſwore to her, that let what 
© would happen, we would never part more. 
Aſſuredly, when I compared her zeal with. 
that of the eccleſiaſtics, whom I mentioned, 
© had I not room to think that one often finds 
© chriftiancharity lodged in very improper, places? 
But where is the wonder of that? the greateſt 
© part of thoſe who are appointed to practiſe it, 
and be its diſtributors, abuſe and drive it away, 
if I may ſay fo, by a wrong application: It 
needs muſt find an aſylum, and refuge itſelf 
_ ©* ſomewhere or other. 
This, my dear Minèt, is my hiſtory ; from 
© whence, you may eaſily comprehend, how 
much I abhor my preſent ſituation : I am very 
© deſirous of changing it; but the methods of 
© doing it appeared fo difficult, from the firſt, ſteps: 
© I took, that I durſt no more attempt it, and 
© that I have perſiſted till now in the ſtate of life 
Jou ſee. three; 1 
u was moved even to tears at what Julia 
* had related. I waited with impatience 1 * * 
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what might be her views on me, and why ſhe 


had given me the preference, in aſſiſting on an 


occaſion wherein I ſeemed ſo i dais al 
ſon to be employed. 

© She did not make me wait long. Wt will 
ſcarce believe, ſaid ſhe, that you are the only 
one in the world, on whom I depend to draw 


me from the precipice into which I am fallen. 


Vou have ſo often aſſured me of your love, 
and this with ſo much diſcretion, that | flatter 
myſelf you will afford me the moſt connejog. 
proof. Aſſiſt me, Sir, in taking that ſtep 

moſt deſire, I only aſk your protection: The 
money MH. de G>-— has beſtowed. on me, 


ſince he has viſited me, is ſufficient to ſet. me 


up in, a way of buſineſs, changing, my-name, 
place of abode, and conduct. have admitted 


diſorder only to enable me to fly from it. Some 


money I have ſaved; and with what my goods 
will produce, I reckon to make up a ſum of 


ten thouTand livres: It is but a ſmall. matter. 


yet ſufficient to begin with. Marry L will not, 


neither will I become a Nun; one is as hate- 
ful to me as the other; - what I deſire, is, to 
carry on a trade, i in order to make the moſt 


of my pittance, and afford me enough to live 
comfortab] and honeſtly in the world. In 
you. alone. I place my confidence: If you love 
me ſincerely, you will not refuſe me your ad- 


vice and aſſiſtance; I take you for a man of 


too much; honour and n le to give me an 

Ann bono! ple to g x 
* I was, preparing to EE theſe requeſts, 
and to applaud Julia for her ſentiments, which 


1 ſo much approved, when we heard Gogo 


vn ſereaming 
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© ſcreaming at the door, and doing all ſhe could 
* to hinder MH. de G=— from coming in. He 
© had learnt in the neighbourhood, that Julig 
© was not gone out, and, moreover, that there 
came a well dreſſed gentleman juft at dinner- 
time. This had roufed his jealouſy. He had 
- © got in, in ſpite of all Gogo could ſay to him, 
__ * although ſhe had given him her word that ſhe 
< would inform him where her miſtreſs was, and 
© that with a defign of getring rid of him, and 
giving me time to get off; but ſhe could not 
prevail. M. e G——, who was in a paſſion, 
© brought up his ſervants, | and bid them break 
© open the door where we were. This was what 
„ c Ho 
Julia gave herſelf over for loft. Ah ! Sir, 
'< faid ſhe to me, take pity on me, or I am 
< ruined; if this brute finds me here with you, 
c he will have no mercy on my life. I encourag- 
ed her; for I was ſure that I = infallible 
© means of appea ſing his wrath: I came to a | 
reſolution whilſt Julia was ſpeaking; and 1 
© was not forry for what had happened. 
' © In the mean time they were hard at work 
© to force the door. I bid Julia aſſure H. di 
_ © G—— through the door, that ſhe would im- 
© mediately open it, provided he would ſend 
© away his ſervants, and nor make fuch a diſ- 
* turbance, adviſing her at the fame time to be 
© ſureto ſcold firſt, making as if he had waked 
© her out of her ſleep. I told her beftdes, that 
I would hide myſelf, and that if he preſumed 
© to ufe her ill, I would ſoon fly to her aſſiſtance. 
© She followed my advice, and played her 15 
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very well. Scarce had the begun to raiſe her 
voice, but my huſband lowered his. The door 
« was opened: He maundered; but Julia was be- 


© forehand with him: She ſaid, it was mean and 


© pitiful in him to commit ſuch extravagancies : 
© She for her part had a violent head-ach, and 
© ſhould never forget his brutal behaviour. In fine, 
© ſhe ſaid a great deal. H. de G ſeeing 
her in a night-cap, for that was really the caſe, 
and alone, began to think he was wrong, and 
© that he had been impoſed upon, with the ſtory 
© of a gentleman's having come to dinner with 
© her ; he aſked for him, telling her he had 
© been ſo informed. She affured him that ſhe 
© had dined alone, and could not conceive how 
© he was capable of crediting fuch idle reports. 

All things went on ſwimmingly : But it was 
* notmy intention they ſhould continũe fo. Thad 


© formed my projet. Julia was juſt going to 


© take MA. de into the next apartment, 
$ under a pretence of ſhewing him Netthing 
© ſhe had bought, when 1 ftirred myſelf in 
© fuch a manner, that he heard and ſaw me. 
* Ha! ha! Mademoiſelle, cried he, are theſe 
your tricks? Is it thus you expoſe me? As 
he uttered theſe words, he gave her a box on 
© the ear, and fell to beating her. As eager as 
© I was in getting out from the cloſet, to come 


© to her relief, he had already given her fifty 


* blows, which made her cry out moſt lamentably. 
© Sure it is very raſh and daring in you, cried I, 


* layinghold of him and aſſuming a menacing 


| voice, to treat this young lady after this 
* faſhion 3 and onion ren too, M. de 
© G=—, little dreaming to have found a ſpark 
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of ſo much metal as I appeared, for I had 
* cocked my hat over my eyes, drew back a 
© ſtep or two, grew. pale, and laying his hand 
* on his ſword, told me, that the wretch coft 
him dear. enough to have her all to himſelf, 
This would have done well enough ſome 
years ago, cried I, burſting into a fit of 
laughter, for I could not contain; but people 
of your age are fit for for nothing but to main- 
tain miſtreſſes, and ſuch young fellows as I, 
to and zZounds could hold out no 
_ © longer ; my laughter ſpoiled all. MH. de G— 
* knew me, and was fo prodigiouſly frightened 

at my preſence, and finding me ſhut up with his 
_* miſtreſs, as well as imagining that I could 
have He was ſo aſtoniſhed, I ſay, that he 
_ © fell back into an eaſy chair with ſo diſconcerted 
© a countenance, that Julia herſelf, who knew 
not the meaning of all this, nor the reaſon 
of my immoderate laughter, could not refrain 

in ſpite of her tears, from laughing herſelf. 
'-© She ſoon diſcovered the myſtery ; not only 
my voice gave her a ſuſpicion, but my beha- 
* © yiour to M. de G=——, I had ſeated myſelf 
on his knee; inſtead of bitter reproaches, 
which he might well expect. I applauded his 
choice of ſo amiable a perſon. as Julia, and 
_ © fondly rallied him for his cruelty to her. At 
“ laſt he recovered from his ſurprize, and migh- 
© tily pleaſed to ſee things take this agr eeable 
turn, begged to know the ſolution of this bur- 
© leſque adventure. I related it without diſ- 
© guiſe, and finiſhed my narration by ſayings 
"© that ſo far from diſapproving the eſteem he had for 
_ © the charming perſon, who had created me S 
. much: 
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much trouble and uneaſineſs, I was the firſt to 
ijntreat his perſeverance in it ; and that | hoped, 
© in conſideration to me, he never would with- 
© draw it from her. wn 
If what had paſſed, ſo much aftoniſhed my 
huſband, it was nothing, my dear girl, in 
compariſon of this requeit : it was neceflary 
at Jaſt to eaſe him of his perplexity. I made 
Julia repeat her flory : She told it with new 
graces. She concluded with the moſt moving and 
Treitcrated intreaties, to be dran from the abyſs 
wherein ſhe was plunged : She inter wove her 
ſupplications with ſuch pious and juſt reflections 
on the affair of ſalvation, that H. de G 
could not help being moved. We all cried ln 
concert; and this adventure terminated in a 
penſion for life, which A. de G—— granted 
Julia, ſufficient to make her eaſy for the reſt of 
her Cas. ours, ae . | | 
This, dear Jenny, continued Mad. de G, 
© is the end of an adventure, on which I ſhall 
ever have reaſon to value myſelf. Julia re- 
ſides always in Paris, and leads the life of an 
f Angel: I ſee. her from time to time: She edi- 
c 
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fies me; my ſole pleaſure is to be with her. 
But the molt ſurprizing thing is, that MA. de G== 
is entirely reclaimed from women, and leads 
© a life of great regularity, for which I {hall bleſs 
Heaven as long as I have breath“... 
Me came in. fight of the village where we 
were to dine, juſt as Mad. de G>—— had finiſhed 
her ſtory. I thought. of it, as it really was, that is 
to ſay, no leſs intereſting than. agreeable, It 


furniſhed many reflections on neceſſity, which - 


occaſions diſorder 3 and on the little care thoſe 
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perſons take to find a proper remedy, who, by 
their vocation, and charge are obliged to do it. 
That very day we arrived at Mad. de G“ 
ſeat. M. de G——. received, me with the 
greateſt civility. I returned my achnowledg - 
ments with the {greater pleaſure; as what I had 
lately heard increafed my regard for him. He 
ſeemed to bear his age much warſe than his lady. 
FT behaved with great complaiſance. He gave 
me to underſtand I ſhould have good company, 
I could not conceive what he meant; for it 
_ muſt be obſerved he was full as myſterious as my 
good Mamma de G,, never fo much as 
naming the Marqueſs de L. I. RE 0. 2 
After the firſt compliments were over, I aſked 
ter Chriſtma, the ſervant I ſo much loved, 
whom I have mentioned elſewhere ; ſhe was 
preſent, and I did not know her again: She 
took me about the neck, and thanked me very 
obligingly for my kind remembrance of her. 
I was the more ſenſible of it, becauſe the in- 
Nance her miſtreſs had given me of her virtue 
rendered her the more amiable and dearer to me. 
They had conducted me to the apartment de- 
ed me, where I was changing my clothes, 
when Mad. de G——, who had leſt me, came 
to knoyr if I was ready to fee ſome company juſt 
arrived? I anſwered by riſing and meeting the 
old Marqueſs, who' entered the- room accom- 
panied by H. de G, his ſon, and St, Fal. 
The colour came ** L little expected 
fo ceremonious a vifit. The old Margueſs com- 
plimented me upon having recovered of my ſick- 
_ neſs handſomer than ever, as he was pleaſed to 
ſay. As for my lover, it was far otherwiſe, 5 
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could ſcarce be known again: The minute he 


ſaw me, he ſtept back, whiſpered St. Fal, and 


| held up his finger, as much as to ſay, is it thus 
you put your tricks upon me. 5 5 
I 6returned the old Adargueſs compliment for 


compliment, and wiſhed him joy upon his good 


Jools. The converſation turned for: a minute 
upon our paſt ſickneſs. The old Marqueſs ral- 
lied his ſon on his being ſo mauled. This point 
concerned me: I could not help taking his part 
myſelf, ſaying, I thought him the ſame as ever: 
To which he made no other anſwer than a bow. 
His father replied, that partial eyes ſaw always 
favourably, and that he was not at all ſurprized 


at it. | | 
Silence, enſued, becauſe the old Margueſi 
was mute, and ſeemed recolleted within him- 


| ſelf, I trembled, and knew not what to think 


of it; but it was ſoon broke. My lover's father 
aſked MH. de G—— if he had given orders that 
we ſhould not be interrupted ; to which being 
anſwered in the affirmative, he faid, It is 
well: Then caſting his eyes on me, ſpoke as 
ſollows. “ VVV | 
It is high time, dear. Jenny, to put an end 
to your troubles, and to crown: your virtue: 
© You certainly merit a fortune ſuperior to that 
© which you are on the point of enjoying; this 
Il have been long convinced of, and you are ac 
© cordingly dear to me; but with all your good 
qualities, I ſhould never have decided in. your 
* favour out of motives of convenience, and 
* ſuch as regard me perſonally, had it not been 
for the-proofs. you have given me of your ele- 
_ © vated ſentiments. Theſe proofs have been 
© hitherto a myſtery, and I will firſt of all ex- 


plain 
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plain it to you. I knew the paſſion you had 
for my ſon, as well as the Exceſs of his to- 
wards you. It would have been too great a 
ſacrifice in me, to have approved of your mu- 
tual flame, without an aſſurance of your both 
being worthy of it. What means did I em- 


'ploy t to find that out? Why, I gave you both 


an opportunity of facrificing that paſſion to 


me, Which n its birth Created me ſo much 


uncalibefs,"” 
c would fats myſelf by 1 trial ariſing Gom 


my fon*s heaft,” whether he deſerved J ſhould 
forget my own rank and public cenſure, out 
of 'complaiſance to him; and whether I was 
beloved by him ſufficiently to yield up to me 
all that was moſt dear to him in the world: If 
I diſcover in my ſon, ſaid I to myſelf, con- 
triving the means that were to convince me, 


that he loves me well enough to renounce 
what he doats on, then he deſerves chat 1 


ſhould conſent to his happineſs. 101 


8 What I amgoing to ſay, will ſurps ine yo you, 


continued he, When you call to 
mind all the ſteps [ bave ſeemed to take to gain 


your favour, and the propoſals J made to 


marry you: But do not be deceived; it was 
but to try your character to the bottom, and 
whether a fortune in e s was capable of 


tempting your vanity. Voung people are 


often enſnared by obje 4s; ar ful in bringing 


about their own ends, that I would not ſuffer 


my ſon to run the riſk of repenting his ever 
having given himſelf up to ſuch a one; it is 


for” __ ben 1 for ann your ſo E. 
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and endeavoured, by all poſſible, means to diſ- 
© cover the inmoſt receſſes of * heart. | 
I have reaſon to be ſatisfied with my diſ- 
© coveries in your regard; but this was not ſuf- 
« ficient to determine me, I wanted to know 


© what diſpoſitions my ſon was in; and if For/an - 
© had not informed me where you was hid, I 1 
© ſhould have begun by obliging my ſon to diſ- 


© cover you, and to deliver you into my hands. 


Had [ prevailed, I ſhould have been ſatisfied : - 


© | ſhould have ſaved both of you the many 


| © hazards both of you have run; but Heaven, 
© that has puniſhed my preſumption in endeavour- 
© ing to fathom, like itſelf, the heart of man, 
© after ſhewing me the Ganger my ſon inqurred, 

ore him to me, and. 


has been pleaſed to re 
© preſerve a treaſure for him, with which his life 


* was wound up, and which was ever deſtined 


© to be his. | 
To compaſs my ends, dear Jemy, that fit 


of ſickneſs, which to every one appeared to be 
real How, cried my lover, kiffing 


his father's hand, the cruel condition in which 
« I ſaw you, which the whole town talked of, 
« was it nothing but a feint ??? ©. Yes, ſon, re- 
plied the Margueſs, .* it was all a pretence ; but 


let me go on, every thing ſhall be made clear. 


© It was not difficult for me” continued this 
artful Nobleman, to act the part in queſtion : 


My ſervants know my humour, and that 1 


* will be obeyed, and never forgive indiſcreet 
talk. Forſan, whom I had taken again on 
account of the ſervice he had done me, was 
let into the ſecret, two Valets de Chambre, and 


my Surgeon: As theſe are the only * 


* 


— 
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© that approach us, it was no hard matter, with 
© their affiftance, to make the family believe 
* whatever I pleaſed. Such was the myſtery; 
© My fon has ſhewn himſelf worthy of what 
ne is; he generouſly facrificed what was moſt 
© dear to bim, to preferve his father's life: I was 
© as much moved with this ſacrifice, as I admired 
© your complaiſance for my ſon. That day, 
* when nature prevailed over your generous - 
© fefolution, was I about to reward you; you 
© were then going to be united. One minute 
© later my ſon had taken the place I ſeemed to 
© occupy. Your fainting away, O my dear 
< 'Fenny, prevented this ſtroke, premeditated 
© with ſo much pleaſure. How much did I re- 
„ pent, from the dread of loſing you both, my 
not difcovering. myſelf ſoone rn 
But Heaven whom I have implored ſo much 
ir your behalf, continued the worthy Mar- 
gueſs, by reſtoring, you to me, puts it in my 
© power to finiſh what I have begun. Ap- 
© proach, my dear fon,” cried the Margueſs 
ring and taking me by tlie hand, © be happy: I 
© give you Jemy making you this preſent, I 
© reckon ance more give you life.” Pro- 
nouncing theſe words he ſeemed to melt; we 
both fell at his feet. I was fo ſeized, ſo over- 
joyed, fo full of I know not what, that I can 
J 4 
no ways explain Em true ſtate l * 9 Vr 
Mar gueſt himſelf dropped a tear, Mon 
phi Ob 6 25 82 Fal joining this af- 
fecting ſcene. After ſome moments ſilence, 
the Marqueſs made us riſe and take our places, 
then continued thus: N 99 2 
- 1 | ; : : ( 1 


© If you are ſatisfied, my dear children, truly 
] am not leſs ſo myſelf ; but this is not always 
© ſyfficient, decency muſt be obſerved. I have 
© taken my meaſures ſo well,, that the world 
ſhall be for ever ignorant of the real origin of 
my daughter-in-law. 1 do not mention this 
to humble her, the is greater, by her-virtue 
and fine qualifications than a vain birth can 
make her; but conſidering what ſlaves we 
are to prejudice, I thought I might lawfully 
employ an innocent ſtratagem, to impoſe upon. 
thoſe of my rank. Fenny ſhall appear well- 
born, and notwithſtanding: they bid the banns 
this day in her village, I have contrived mat» 
ters ſo, that they cannot diſcover my lecret. 
© In fine, every thing is ready for the cele- 
bration of a marriage ſo much defired ; the 
contract you both ſigned, and which coſt ſo 
many tears, will ſerve; it is drawn in your 
names. Thus, my dear child, ſaid the old Mar- 
queſs to me ſmiling, © you ſee that the uneaſineſs 
© you then expreſſed for the Margueſs, and 
* which I approved, was without foundation: 
© Do not you remember I told you, we ſhould 
© be all ſatisfied ? Have I deceived you? 
© It remains that I inform you,“ continued my 
lover's father, addrefling himſelf to me, to make 
every thing clear, that not being determined 
© whither to carry you, I had recourſe to my 
* old friends, Monſieur and Madame de G 
_ © as perſons on whom TI might depend. I knew 
the obligations you lay under to them, and 
© that idea ſeemed ſo ſuitable, that I went im- 
* mediately and acquainted them with the affair, 
* recommending ſecrecy. I was very appre- 
Vor, III. ö © henſive 
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© henſive of its taking air; after cauſing ſo much 
© diſtreſs, and being the author of ſo much care 
© and anxiety to theſe poor children, I thought 
© it but juſt to reſerve to myſelf the charming 
ſatisfaction of being the firſt to inform them of 
© their happineſs.” | 

Thus did the old Margueſi finiſh this delight- 
ful harangue : It renewcd our marks of acknow- 
ledgment: My heart was full; but I durſt not 
give ſuch lively proofs of it as my lover. He 
threw himſelf twenty times at his feet, kiſſed his 
hands as often, and ſpoke to him in the tendereſt 
and fondeſt manner. After a proper time ſpent 
in theſe tranſports, the old Marqueſs told me, 
my father and mother were come ; that he 
had ſent for them, in order to aſſiſt at the 
celebration of my nuptials; but that I was to 
give them to underſtand that they were to re- 
turn no more to their cottage, it being of the 
laſt conſequence in the meaſures he had taken 
for concealing who I was. T hey ſhall loſe 
nothing by the bargain,? ſaid he to me ſmiling, 
I give you my eſtate de F— 4—, which isa 
hundred leagues off, it yields twenty thouſand 
livres a vear, you ſhall live there with them 
and your huſband, till I think proper to have 
you nearer me. | Your father and mother ſhall 
remain there, and be lords and maſters 3 this 
will make amends for the loſs of their own 
country. You will have time enough to in- 
firu them in the journey how they mult be- 
have.“ It is not difficult to aſſume an air of 
eaſe, when one is ſo effeQuually. How ſenſible 
was I of ſo much goodneſs ! ſhould J endeavour 


to expreſs it, the taſk would be endleſs. . 
1 Hitherte 
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Hitherto ] never had an opportunity of owning 
to the old Marqueſs that Barbara was my aunt; 
J did it now. Well, ſo much the better, 
continued that dear and worthy father, of my 
| lover, © we ſhall render one more per ſon happy.” 

The old Marqueſs informed us moreover (for 
every thing cannot be ſaid at once), that he 
had only brought with him, and retained in his 
' ſervice, thoſe who attended him in his pretended 
ſickneſs; and as for all the reſt, he had taken 
others in their room, to prevent any diſcovery : 
He added, that he had diſmiſſed Forſan, knowing 
he was not agreeable to me; (how good was this 


* 


of him!) but that he had provided ſo well for 


him, that he would have no reaſon to complain. 

My joy was too great to admit of any reſent- 
ment. I interceded for Forſan with ſo much 
earneſtneſs, that he might partake of the com- 
mon joy, as obtained his re-admiſſion; his be- 
haviour ever after gave me ſatisfaction. | 

Mad. de G finding all was ſaid, propoſed 
going to ſupper ; every one was willing enough. 
Nothing gives a better appetite than joy; it will 
be eafily imagined, neither the Marqueſi nor I 
wanted a ſtomach. At table I could read im- 
patience in his eyes. Muſt 1 bluſh to own I 
felt the ſame emotion? 1 was certainly excuſable. 
Beſides, I was in continual dread of ſome un- 
foreſeen event which might cruſh all my hopes; 
I had experienced ſo many diſappointments, that 
I was habituated to expect no day could paſs 
without them; but I was miſtaken; every thing 
has its time; ill- fortune itſelf will at laſt be weary 
of perſecuting us. | 


E 


The moment ſupper Was done, I flew to 


my apartment, and locked myſelf up with Bar- 
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bara, my father, and mother. I immediately fel! 
at their feet, owning” myſelf their daughter and 


niece. and aſking pardon for my not diſcovering 


myſelf ſooner ; alledging the reaſons of it, in a 
fhort, but ſuceinct manner. The reader myſt 
imagine their ſurprize and tranſport. They eried 
for joy, when I acquainted them with the hap- 
pineſs deſigned me: My mother; preſſing my 
cheeks to hers, ſometimes cried out, © God be 
e praiſed !”* Then again, always told you, 
* huſband, ſhe would prove a good girl.” Our 
time was too ſhort to be employed in theſe mu» 
tual endearments, I told them in two words, 
what was intended for them; then propoſed to 
my dear aunt, who could ſcarce perſuade herſelf 
I was her niece, either to follow me, or return 
to her beloved village, offering her my father's 
houſe, and to buy a piece of land to it. No, 


no, ſaid ſhe very honeſtly, I am for no village 


© where you are not to be, my dear niece, ſince 


Providence will have me to call you fo. Your 


© ſeeret would be well kept, truly, were I to re- 
© turn to my village! To be plain with you, I 
© ſhould hunt outeverygoffip in the place, begin- 
ning with Ar. Curate, to be ſure, as our bet- 


ters muſt be ſerved firſt. I am old tell-truth.“ 


I could not forbear fmiling at her ſimplicity; 
nevertheleſs I intreated her to be on her guard 


for my ſake. Her anſwer was, © that I had no- 


© -thing to fear whilſt ſhe was out of her own 
< village, as I had experienced from the time 1 
© had lived with her.” | . 
During this, ſomebody knocked at the door; 
it was the impatient Margueſs : ** Every thing 
4 18 ready, ſaid he through the * 
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« [they ala For vel The door doing wel, 
he caught me round the neck, and kiffed nfo 
eagerly, that F'bluthed very much. ee 
cried he, you muſt not be angry now.“ 
Saving this, he embraced my father, mother, 
and aunt with great tenderneſs, calling them by 
thoſe names, and concluded, with ſaying to me, 
„What is it we ſtay for * His abrupt impati- 
ence made me ſmile, and 1 followed him with a 
light heart to the church, where every _ 
was ready tounite us for ever. 

In fine, we were married. What did« Not 
follow from that charming ceremony? I am 
ſilent; it is 5 to "hg that it is ever freſh 
in my memory. : Marqueſs s ſcheine 
was followed 15 a [wh Our marriage occa- 
ſioned various ſpeculations; but they made no 
impreſſion on the Margueſi or me, being entirely 
taken up with promoting our own happineſs, Two 
ſons and a daughter were the fruit of our 
mutual loves. Amidſt the great world my fa- 
mily employs all my time; there centers my 
happineſs. My huſband ever tender, com- 
| plalfant and fol Can I conclude with a more 
wa and intereſting r | 
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